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Kobariti Visits Armed Forces HQ 


Mto«« Abdui KahfB K»bjrtti on 
or ihtf Armed Foreei 

Htfez J4^ Mr. Kabanu. who i» abo imnatcr of drfcAce 
dtSCBBMd rwgrrfcQiKcfn to the Amwl Form Mr KabanjS 
' 'fprcfiewiDg varwin puMic iM 
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' 52i![f*A*S£ frO“ >he government of 

sewrai Arab and foreign ru(KHi> wuhing him wceevi m hii 

adSfaao. Among th^ was a cali from Saudi Anbun Foreign 
Fjiwl, w S. Scercinry of Sutc Warrea 
Chrawplwr 0«ar * Foreign Miniiter SheiUi Hamad Ben Jaber 
T!iwii, Egyptian Foreign Muibter Ami Muu and Otnan'k 
^ Foreign Minicter Yooaef Ben Atawi 
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Iraq begins U.N. oil 
talks with optimism 


UNITED NATIONS lAgcn- 
ries) — Iraq's chief nego- 
cUtor said TuevJay he w:is 
fully tfommiitcd u> cooperji- 
tng with the United Nations 
as official began talks on 
resuming liniiled oil sales to 
buy humanitarian supplier 
and case the sultcring ot 
Iraq's people after S'b'ycars 
of economic sanctions 

But a U.S. oflK'iai said the* 
talks would succeed only u' 
the government of President 
Sad^m liussein accepted 
lernts laid down by the U.N. 
Sccunty Council last April 

The terms w^iuld require 
Iraq lo ship the majonty of 
oi] through the Turkish pipe- 
line. divert a specinc anunint 
to the Kurdish minority and 
use revenues to pay com- 
pensation to Gulf war victims 
and fund U.N. rnonitoring 
operations. 

"I would like to emphasiiie 
that if left alone, the Iraqi 
government and the (U.N.)‘ 
icerctanat can solve this 
problem to the satisfaction of 
all concerned," Iraqi nego- 
tiator Abdul Amir A1 Anbari 
told reporters before the 
dosed-door meeting. 

"1 come here with the full 
commitment to cooperate 
with the United Nations sec- 
retariat with a view to 
fmtshii^ ihe problem," Mr. 
Anbari said. Asked if he 
were optimistic, Mr. Anbari 
iBplied: "Frankly, it's better 
to be realistic." 

Hans Corell, the chief 
U.N. negotiator, told repor- 
len as be shook hands with 
Mr. Anbari, that the teams 
"will try 10 make a$ much 
headway as possible." 


But he stressed that (he 
ultes, :o be held at an undis- 
ciosed venue in the IJ.N. 
building, were ‘‘lechnicjl’' 
jnd refused to comment on 
how long they might !a%! 

The sanctions have 
brought enormous suffering 
to It^'s peojik Last April, 
the United Nations uficred to 
let Iraq sell Si billion in oii 
every 9U days to buy foivd and 
medicine :o aJicviute (he sul- 
fering. 

Iraq had repeatedly re- 
jected the offer as an m- 
fringetncni on voveicigniy 
until last munlh, when it vaid 
It wu> prepured iu divcuss the 
plan with the United Nations 

U.N. vpokes.'nan Sylvana 
Foa said Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghdii "remains opii- 
mistu;" about the talks. "If 
you look at the reports. . on 
the humanitanan SKuadon tn 
Iraq, you will realise that 
everybody has an interest in 
these talks succeeding," Ms. 
Foa said. 

Bur Western diplomats 
have made clear that the 
Security Council will not per- 
mit any major changes in the 
limited sales formula. They 
said the talks would be li- 
mited to “technical matters” 
regarding impicmcmation of 
the U.N. pbn. 

"If Iraq is serious this time, 
and tbai's a big if, the United 
States would suppon this re- 
solution being im- 
pkmemed," U.S. spokesman 
James Rubin said. "And 
assuming that the terms of 
Ihe resolution were im- 
pfemented properly, it's cer- 
tainly possible that it would 
commue mdefishely." 


Mr. Anbiiri said U.N. 
terms stated in the plan were 
"not a problem." ffe said the 
talks were expected to l.is( 
oNiut seven to 10 Jays and 
would be probably fnlUiwcd 
by a NccunJ and possibly a 
third round at unspecified 
venues. 

Iraq's state newspapers 
gave piomineni coverage to 
the U.N. talks. They re- 
pened the reaction in world 
markets lo what they pre- 
dicted would be a quick end 
to the U.N. saiu'ttons 

"Opponuiiiiy for Iraqi oil 
(•> flow IS Iietier now and 
tankers wilt soon anchor at 
Iraqi ports, " said the head- 
line in the Al Iraq newspap- 
er. 

llie government newspap- 
er Al Jumhouriya devoted 
almost all oi us front page to 
(he talks and related news. 

"Iraqi oil to flow lo mar- 
kets soon," it declared, 
saying the Cairo-based Arab 
League hud thrown its weight 
behind Iraq. 

At Jumhouriya said Iraqi 
Airways was alstr preparing 
itself for a pouiiMe end to 
sanctions and had readied 
three aircraft of its fleet for 
commercial flights. 

The nifictal Al Oadissiya 
also Trumpeted a quick end to 
sanaions and the bon on 
Iracpoil exports. 

"Even tnose staunchly 
opposing lifting sanctions at 
the Security Council are 
ready to modify (heir 
stands," it said, quoting 
Western news reports. 

Al Oadissiya also carried 

(CmtiBBed <m page 7) 







Omar Sifai RomiBated as envoy to brad 

AMMA*^ (J.T.) — Thcgovcnimeni has nominated Omar Rifai as 
Jordan's new ambassa^r to Israel, succeeding Dr. Maiwan 
Muasner, who has been appointed minister of information in the 
Cabinet of Prune Minister Abdul Karim Al Kabarili. it was 
acnouKCd Tuesday. The announcement was made by Dr. 
Muaslier at a press briefing following the first regular session of the 
Cabinet, which took office on Sunday. .Mr. Rifai, who currently 
serves as director of the special bureau st the Foreign Mmblry, is a 
career diploid whose eepenence includes assignments in Jor- 
dan's ecit^ies in Washington, London, Cairo and Berne. Mr. 
Rifai was abu closely involved in Jordan’s peace negotiations with 
Israel that produced ihe Oct. 26, 1994 peace treaty between the 
TWO countries. Dr Muasher said that the governmem had 
submitted the nominee's name lo ihe Israeli foreign ministry and 
w'M now awaiting a response from the Israeli si^. Jordan and 
i&rae! epened embassies m Tel Aviv and Amman respectively in 
December 1994. 


Price; JordMi 156 Ftti 

King Hussein to visit 
S. Arabia on Sunday 




His Majesly King Hussein on Tuesday leaves the 50'seater De Haviliand plane uf 
Royal Wings after inspeeling ihe aircraft. Royal Wings begins shuttle services 
between Amman and Aqaba on Feb. lu (Petra photol 

Royal Wings is launched 


AMMAN (Pcua) Mis 
Majevtv Kiii^ Hussein on 
luesilay vislicJ KoVal 
Wings, Jordan's new airline 
for stiuKlc services, and in- 
spected the So-sc.:icr 
('.in.idijn-l>iiilt De ll.ivtl- 
land Dash K-.ilMI plane 
which was launehcd ‘lues- 
day .it a special ceteitionv. 

'flic Dash 8-jdU, iiwncil 
Royal Wings, will ojvMte 
two weekly tliyhis bi-rwren 
Aiiiinan and .Aqab.i as of 
Ft'b. UJ, .tnd later between 
Aniin.iii and ‘let Aviv (see 
page 9>. 

Addressing the cere- 
mony, King Hussein said 
the Royal W'ings' rv^le will 
cuniplemeiu that of other 
regional airline uumpanies, 
us well as Royal Jordanian 
(KJ), which owns Royal 


Wines, .ind especicd a 
bil,uht ar.J promtstne lutuic 
for civil .ivsation tn the re- 
giiin 

Kin;! Hu--sein sjid Royal 
kVin^-i Cjii pt.iv .m impor- 
tant rule in rhe rapidly 
chatiL’inp reL'i>'-:». vvhtch has 
opened i!s Joints for coui- 
i-.m. 

The Kinu noted the im- 
portance uf the region, 
sasinu It has been home fur 
succcvsive v'ultutes and fut 
the three nsonutheistic reli- 
gions. 

King Hussein said the 
eoinpuny will be tn a posi- 
tion to provide great ser- 
vices to eiti:£ens and visi- 
rors. through its short 
flights inside Jordan and in 
the region. 

King liussein pledged 
suppon for Royal Jorda- 


Crown Prince urges 
cultural, educational * 
institutions to interact 


Syria-Israel talks resume on 
Feb.26, Christopher reports 


DAMASCUS (.Agencies) — 
U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Cluisiopher said on Tues- 
day Israel and Syria would 
resume peace talks on Feb. 
26 at a secluded venue near 
Washington. D.C. 

He told a newi's conference 
after a of meeting in 
Damascus that President 
Hafez Al Assad had agreed 
that negotiations should pro- 
ceed regardless of whether or 
not Israel calls early elec- 
tions. 

Mr. Christopher said the 
Dcgociaiions would focus in- 
hialiy on security and hope- 
fully would lead to a 
framework fora peace treaty. 

"Across the board the par- 
lies are making progress," 
Mr. Christopher said. 

Mr. Christopher met with 
Mr. Assad for 3!^ hours, bur 
did noi receive word from the 
Sj^rrian leader rhar he was 
willing to resume rhe talks 
until Foreign Minister 
Fnrouk Sharaa called on Mr. 
Christopher for dinner. 

A senior U.S. official said 
Mr. Assad “obviously h.'id 
some questions" about Israeli 
Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres' expected move next 


week to hold natimal elec- 
tions in May rather than in 
October, as initially sche- 
duled. 

.Mr. Christopher said the 
toughest issue before the 
negotiators was security. 
Thai refers to arrangements 
to keep the tense border 
peaceful. 

.Mr. Peres is expected tn 
relinquish control of most or 
even all of the Golan 
Heights, a strategic enclave 
that has given Israel a clear 
view of Syrian tanks move- 
ments stntt it was seized in 
the 1967 war. 

Israeli and Syrian generals 
will be in the delegations 
when the talks reopen at the 
Wye Plantalion as they were 
in the last round. Tlw two 
sides exchanged ideas on 
security. 

The senior official said Mr. 
Christopher took them up 
with Mr. .Assad and the presi- 
dent told him they needed 
further discussion. 

The Syrian press has ac- 
cused Israel of exaggerating 
its security concerns. 

Mr. Peres said Monday he 
needed a mandate from the 
Israeli public for negotiating 


territorial issues with Syria. 

While Mr. Christopher 
said in Israel the timing of 
elections was for Israel to 
decide, U.S. officials are pn- 
vuidy unhappy with the deci- 
sion. (i could make it more 
difficult for Mr. Peres to 
agree before the elections to 
withdraw on the Golan 
Heights. Many Israelis, poss- 
ibly 3 majority, object. 

Mr. Christopher said the 
issue did not come up in his 
meeting with Mr. Assad. Bur 
the senior U.S. official, who 
briefed reporters on condi- 
tion of anogymity. said Mr. 
Assad's delay in agreeing to a 
resumption of negotiations 
stemmed from that move. 

"He obv'iously has ques- 
tions about the timing of elec- 
tions," the official said. 

Offlcial Dania.vcus news- 
papers cautioned against 
allowing the peace process to 
became hostage to the elec- 
tions. 

“The wisest course for the 
Israelis is in speak about the 
beneriis of peace during the 
election campaign,” the Syria 
Times said. 

( C o uita red ea page 7) 


By Sii*eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The continuity 
of the crown to suppon art 
and culture and the potential- 
ity of the new government to 
bring about reforms go hand 
in hand with the public's de- 
termination to seek progress 
on the basis of knowledge 
and expericnee rather than 
on slogans. His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan 
stressed Tuesday. 

The Crown Prince pointed 
to the role of (be public and 
leaders of cultural and poli- 
tical movements in the King- 
dom to bring about the 
aspired change through the 
"institutionalisation" of the 
varied private and public in- 
stitutions. 

Bui he insisted that this 
task needs profound know- 
ledge. skill and vision, espe- 
cially at a lime of “informa- 
tion revolution" and chal- 
lenges at naiionui and inter- 
national levels. 

In one of the meetings with 
the public, “I heard the slo- 
gan of ‘with our blood, with 
our souls, we sacrifice 
ourselves for you ....“ the 
Crown Prince said during an 
iflar he hosted for educa- 
tionalists, writers, intellec- 
tuals and artists. “Why don't 
we change it into 'with know- 
ledge, with leuining, wc will 
sacrifice ourselves for the 


homeland'?" 

“There hi optimism (with 
Abdul Karim Kabariti's gov- 
ernment) and there are de- 
mands for the continuity of 
the crown to support the 
cultural movement ... but do 
the cultural activities have an 
objective long-term plan of 
action?" Prince Hassan 
asked. “I hope we can find a 
way to establish institutes 
(such as the ones that exist in 
France or Morocco) to en- 
hance cultural movement in 
our country.” 

In essence, the Crown 
Prince called on anisis, wri- 
ters and unionists to seek the 
formation uf unifled bodies 
that enhance and promote 
the role of the three pillars of 
demucracy and progress: cul- 
ture and an. the media and 
professional associations. 

In Jordan, there are tens of 
universities and colleges, 
some 16 weekly newspapers, 
and lens of other irLStiiutcs 
for culture and an, he said. 

“'niere should be a binding 
framework for these large in- 
stitutions," the Crown Prince 
said. “There should be a 
medium among these institu- 
tions to exchange informa- 
tion on their achievements 
and capabilities,” he added. 

One gdxJ example might 
be the lack uf information on 
sensitive issues and social 

(CooUnurd on page 7} 


Peres secures Israel's 'New Hampshire primaries' 






RAMAT GAN. Israel 
(Agencies) — Prime .Minister 
Mimon Peres crushed righi- 
f^g Likud leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu in a mock election 
on Tuesday at an Israeli high 
sdiooi widely regarded as a 
key indicator of the national 
mood. 

The "voting" at Blich High 
School in a middle-class 
neighbourhood near Tel Aviv 
billed in the Israeli media 
to a local %’ersion of the ‘‘New 
Hampshire primaries,” the 
important early presidential 
ballot in the United States. 

Mr. Peres won 6i per cent 
of the vote for prime minister 
compared with 39 per tent 
for Mr. Neianvahu, far wider 
Aan the 19-poim gap in re- 
cent national opinion polls, 
school officiuis 2 >aid. 

Israel is in the grip uf 
! cteciion fever with Mr. Peres 
: expected to try to cash 

in on a sympathy vote in the 


aftermath oi the .November 
assassination of Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin by advanc- 
ing the national poll from 
October tu May. 

Election news, including 
!c\e Israel Radio coverage of 
the announcement of the 
Bhch results, has ovc/sha- 
dpwed the current peace mtv 
iion of U.S. Secretary of 
Stale Warren Christopher, 
who is shuttling between 
Israel and Syria. 

"! hope Peres continues to 
win at Bhch but I intend to 
win the real elections them- 
selves,” Mr. .Netanyahu was 
quoted as saying by army 
radio. 

But students who preferred 
Labour said the conservative 
politician would do benet to 
listen to ihcir verdict. 

“This proves Ihat young 
people want peace and that 
Bibi's propaganda doesn't 
work," said Ori Donat, 17. 
using Mr. .Netanyahu's nick* 



Shimon Peres 

name. 

“The problem is that Likud 
hasn't offered anything new. 
even if bibi is a .smiHith (al- 
kei.” added another Labour 
supporter. 

Likud backer Shiraz 
Pelewski lijd Jilficuiiy hiding 
hei disapiHiinimoni. 


"People voted with their 
emotions. It's because of 
Rubin's murder." she said. 
"Young people were very 
affected by the murder iuid 
Labtiur is using this “ 

In the schiio] halhn for 
party hsis •>! parliamentary 
Ctiniiidules. Mr. I’eres' 
Liibour wi>ii 4h per eerii of 
(he vote and his coalition 
p;triiier. the lefl-wmg Mercu 
fticiion. hxtk 10 per cent 
1'|ie new alliance, 
announced on .Mond.iy, of 
Mr. Netanyahu's LiLud and 
the ultranaiion.ilist Tsomei 
party, took 3(i {ler cent. 

Lihour rebels in the Third 
Way movement opiHiscd ui 
returning the Golan ilvighis 
lo .Syiiu won six per cent and 
the anii-Ar.ih Moiedet |urty 
captured two per cent of the 
vote. 

The v.hool said 97 per cent 
of the ;B0 eligible voters — 
llih i'lid 12ih grade students 
aged 17 and IK — cast bal- 


lots. The votimt age in Israel 
is IK. 

The scho«.il has been touted 
in the Israeli media as ,i good 
barometer of the n.itional 
m«)ud because its mock pulls 
accurately ptcdicicd the out- 
come .if eleciioi's III 19?7, 
when Likud ended years 
of Lihour rule, and in 1992 
when Labour regained pow- 
er. 

“The results speak for 
llicnise!\es.“ dccLifcd a de- 
lighted Peres after Ihe vole. 
"The students h.ivc shown 
their m.injrity They voted 
like .idults, even though 
adults themselves don't al- 
ways vote like aduUs.” 

Mr. Peres is expected to 
announce next week that the 
general elections, scheduled 
fur Oci. 29, will he brought 
forward tu late .May. 

For (he first lime voters 
will be catted on to elect both 
a parliament, the Knes&et, 
and a prime minister. 


nia.^ t\i enable it to play a 
much bjeeer role. 

King Hussetn hstened lo 
a bricting o.n !.he Dash 6- 
300, which will operate 
from Marka airport, by 
Walid Kurdi, chairman of 
the board uf Royal Wings, 
.Arab Wings and Royal 
Jordanian. 

'Hie King decorafed Raji 
Sa waked. Husamuddin 
Sabu't Aish, Nabil Dabbas 
and SuhctI Obeidai with 
the badge of pilot and 
.Malik Hariri. Jihud .Matte 
and Usama Fustuk with the 
badge of assistant pilot. 

The King toured the pas- 
senger lounge and the va- 
rious facilities at .Marka air- 
pon, which has been reno- 
vated and refurbished to j 
facilitate Roval Wings 
flints. 


By a Jordao Times 
Staff Reporter 

.AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein wilt visit ^udi 
.Arabia on Suiulay for talks 
with King Fahd Ben Abdul 
.Aziz and Crown Prince 
.Abdullah Ben Abdul .Aziz in 
the first Jordanian-Saudi 
summit that is expected to 
seal reconciliation following a 
penod of strained ties, In- 
lormauon .Minister Marwan 
.Mujsher said Tuesday. 

Dr. Muasher, briefing re- 
porters after the first regular 
session of (he Cabinet of 
Pnme .Minister Abdul Kanm 
.As Kabanti formed un Sun- 
day , also said (be King would 
visit Egypt “soon" but did 
not give a date. 

During the visit to Saudi 
.Arabia — expected to in- 
clude an overnight stay there 
— the King is also scheduled 
to perform Umra, the lesser 
pilgrimage. The King last 
perform^ Umra in 1994. 

The King will be accompa- 
nied on Ihe visit by Mr. 
Kabarili, former Prime 
Minister Prince Zeid Ben 
Shaker, Royal Court Chief 
Awn Khasawneh and several 
members of the Royal family. 

The King’s meeting with 
the Saudi leaders represents 
the latest breakthrough in 
Jordanian diplomacy to heal 
inter-Arab rifts caused by the 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in 
August 1990. It follows a visit 


to Jordan by Saudi .Arabia's 
foreign minister, Prince Saud 
.Ai Faisal, in January. 

The King was expected to 
visit Saudi .Arabia laic last 
year, but an ailment that affected 
king Fahd's health 
preempted the visit. Crown 
Prince Abdullah is serving as 
Regent now althouti^ King 
Fahd IS reported to have 
brgely recovered. 

Jordan's relations with 
Kuwait were also strained in 
the Gulf crisis sparked by the 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait but 
arc on the mend. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan and Kuwaiti 
Crown Prince Sheikh Saad .Ai 
.Abdullah .Al Sabah recently 
exchanged messages, and 
Kuwaiti Deputy Prime .Minis- 
ter and Foreign .Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al .Ahmad ,Al 
Sabah sent a message of cvm- 
graiuluiions to Mr. Kabanti 
upon his appointment as 
prime minister this week. 

.According to official 
sources, contacts are under 
way between the two coun- 
tries to reopen the Jordanian 
embassy in Kuw'att and to 
upgrade the Kuwaiti di- 
plomatic representation in 
Amman to ambassadorial 
level from the present level of 
charge d'affaires. The 
sources, however, could not 
provide any time frame for 
the move. ' 

(Contiimed od page 7) 


Muasher: Ministry of 
Informatioii faces axe, 
media to get better data 


AM.MAN (J.T.) — Work will 
begin soon on legislation that 
would pave the way for 
"anmiling or cancelling the 
Ministry of Information," 
Marwan .Muasher. the new 
minister of information, 
announced Tuesday. 

Briefing reporters after a 
Cabinet session chaired by 
Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
Al Kabarili, Dr. Muasher 
also said that in the meantime 
Jordanian media could ex- 
pect a more conciliatory 
stance from the ministry in 
diseminating official informa- 
tion pending its annulment or 
abolition for which he did not 
provide a timeframe. 

"We will work with all our 
power to have our media_. 
informed of what's happen- 
ing and of the decision- 
making process so that it will 
be balanced in its coverage." 
he said during the press brief- 
ing at the Prime Ministry — a 
pending regular feature in 
future media-government re- 
lations. 

"We want the media to 


rely on facts and figures in- 
stead of rumours, and as a 
tniaiscry, well be working to 
tnfonn journalists in weekly 
meetings, and we will pre- 
pare meetings with other 
ministers so that the press can 
be familiar with what's hap- 
pening," he said. 

If an information ministry 
exists, he said, it should be 
responsible for preparing leg- 
al legislation that would in- 
form the media of what's 
happening in the country. 

"We should have trans- 
parency of government deci- 
sions and should guarantee 
raising the media’s level of 
responsibility," he said. “We 
don't want the government to 
be a sword threatening . the 
necks of the press. 

"Therefore, (the Ministry 
of Information's) rote will be 
to express the government's 
position and to develop 
media-related legislation." 

Journalists are currently 
preparing an honour code, 
after whidi, he said, all ex- 
isting legislation including the 


press and publications law 
will be reviewed and replaced 
with modern laws. 

“This will bring us to a 
stage where the ministry's 
role in monitoring the press 
will be minor and basically 
limited to explaining the gov*- 
ernment stand on various 
issues.” 

The annulment or aboli- 
tion of the Ministry of In- 
formation was a theme raised 
by Dr. Muasher in the late 
80s when he was press advi- 
sor at the Prime Ministry 
before going to on l^ome 
the he^ of the Jordan In- 
formation Bureau in 
Washington, spokesman for 
the Jordanian delegation to 
peace talks with Israel and 
the Kingdom's ambassador to 
Israel. 

At that time, he had ex- 
pressed the conviction that 
the Ministry of Information 
should, if it had to exist, limit 
itself os an “administrative" 
ministry rather than actidg as 
a spokesman for rhe govern- 
ment. 


ROYAL^IORDANIAN 


Royal Jordanian has the pleasure to introduce a new service for 
the convenience of our passengers: ” The Advance Boarding 
Pass " (ABP). 

This service allows Royal Jordanian passengers to pick up their 
boarding passes, seat assignments, and make airport tax 
payments at any of our participating sales offices at their 
convenience within twenty-four (24) hours and until three (3) 
hours prior to time of departure. 

Passengers traveling to New York, Chicago, London, Berlin, 
Frankfurt and Amsterdam can take advantage of "ASP" 
services immediately, with more destinations to be added in the 
near future. 

"ABP" is available at Hotel Intercontinental, The Housing Bank | 
Building, Abdali. as well as.Zarka and Irbid sales offices. Please ’ 
contact any of our representatives for more information. 

RJ Information tel: 678321 

Royal Jordanian The Wngs Of Chenge 




Home & Middle East News 


Palestinians are 
ready for tough 
Jerusalem battle 


Lebanese panel alleges 
abuses of human rights 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Palestinians are 
busy preparing strategy for a 
tou^ battle over sovereignty 
of east Jerusalem in advance 
of negotiations with Israel on 
the Holy Gty*s future. 

Well before the formal 
negotiations begin in May, 
Israeli and Palestinian 
academics have been confer- 
ring informally outside the 
region in sesdons where they 
presented their visions of the 
dty's future. 

TTie Palestinians are calling 
for a sovereign and indepen- 
dent state with its capital in 
East Jerusalem — the half of 
the city Israel “annexed” af- 
ter the 1967 Middle East war 
and declared part of its “eter- 
nal, undivided capital.” 

A group of Israeli 
academics last week called 
during a conference held in 
Jerusalem for retaining 
arrangements in the dty as 
they have existed for the last 
twenty^nine years. 

Palestinian counterparts do 
not agree. 

“Jerusalem must be the 
capital for both parties and 
the basis for this is the (U.N.) 
partition resolution of 1947,” 
All Jarbawi, a political sden- 
tist at Bir Zeit University, 
said. 

“We should have our sec- 
tion and they should have 
their section,” he said. 

The U.N. resolution called 
for Jemsh and Arab states to 
be created side by side in 
Palestine and for Jerusalem 
to be an international dty. 

“You cannot accept that 
Jerusalem will be under 
Israeli sovereignty, rather it 
must be under shared 
sovereignty, Palestinian on 
the Palestinian side and 
Israeli on the Israeli dde,” 
Mr. Jarbawi said. 

The Jerusalem issue consti- 
tutes a rare point of 
ment for all the Palestinian 
factions, both those opposed 
to the peace process and 
those supporting it. 

This consensus is apparent 
ia the "Jerusalem Arab 
Coundl,” which indudes rep- 
resentatives of all the fac- 


tions, secular and Islamic, 
plus • Giristian and Muslim 
ciergymen and academics. 

It was founded in 1994 and 
is headed by Faisal Husseini, 
who has played a key role in 
Jerusalem issues for the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity of Yasser Arafat. 

According to a member 
who requested anonymity, 
the coundl ^discusses all the 
matters related to die de- 
velopment of the Jerusalem 
issue and its future.” 

It is widely expected that 
the talks on Jerusalem will be 
among the most complicated 
and difficult of all the issues 
to be dealt with in *^nal 
status” negotiations due to 
be^n in May between Israel 
and the newly-elected 
Palestinian self-nde govern- 
ment. 

Hanan Ashrawi, a member 
of the elected legislative 
council, said Israel “has done 
to Jerusalem a historic injus- 
tice that needs to be cor- 
rected.” 

"The question is not mere- 
ly one of confidence building. 
It needs a resolution,” she 
said. 

In an effort to help find a 
solution, the U.N. plans host 
an international conference 
on the foture of Jerusalem in 
Paris Mai^ 15-17. ' 

Palestinians also issued a 
public appeal Tuesday for 
land claims to former Arab 
areas that make up much of 
what is now the Jewish west 
side of the holy dty. 

“Attention all Palestinians 
who own property in the 
western p>art of Jerusalem,” 
began the written appeal 
issued by the Palestinian 
Land and Water Establish- 
ment (LA WE). 

The statement called on 
Palestinians whose property 
‘^vas confiscated during or 
after the' war of 1948” to 
contact the LA WE “to en- 
sure that either restitution of 
property and/or foir com- 
pensation remains on the 
agenda during final status 
negotiations” with Israel on 
the future of the Palestinian 
territories. 


BEIRUT (R) — Police tor- 
ture of suspects is widespread 
in Lebanon and has caused 
death on more than one occa- 
sion, the Lebanese Human 
Rights Assodation said in a 
report published on Tuesday. 

“There are many com- 
plaints from dtizens sub- 
jected during arrest in police 
stations to various types of 
ooerdon and torture,” the 
report said as pailiament’s 
human rights commission 
met to disojss similar diarges 
made by two deputies last 
week. 

Tbe Human Itigfats Asso- 
dation delivered the report 
on Monday to Beshara 
Merhej, chairman of the par- 
liamentary human rights 
commission. It was publish^ 
in Beirut newspapers on 
'Diesday. 

“The courts bear many 
cases of subjects telling of 
acts of violence they undergo 
during detention whidi shw 
clearty on their bodies and 
whose authenticity they 
dieck with medical examin- 
ers,” the report said, 

“The acts of torture have 
led in more than one case to 
death, uiiidi was announced 
publidy,” the report added 
without dting examples. 

“These practices are repe- 
ated from one time to 
another... and hurt Lel»- 


non's reputation,” the report!' 
added. 

It urged the commission to 
open an inquiry, espedally 
into allegations made two 
deputies during last week’s 
stormy budget debate. 

Christian Deputy Nasri 
Maalouf accused police, 
security ageodes and inves- 
tigative authorities during-tbe : 
debate of beating and tortiir- 


U.S. evacuation from 
Sudan is connected to 
Abdul Rahman trial 


ins suq»ects and committing 
other human rishts viola- 


other human rights viola- 
tions. 


He called for an end to 
violence a^ii^ suspects in 
pre-trial detention and urged 
tile dosnre of police stations 
where suspects were tor- 
tured. Mr. Maalouf named 
one as Hbeish police station 
in west Beirut. 

He demanded that parlia- ' 
ment pass a law that suspects 
must be aocou^ianied by a 
lawyer during initial police 
interrogations. 

Dmze Deputy Issam Non- 
man also told parliament dur- 
ing the debate th» Lebanon 
had a shameful human ri^its 
record and serious breaches 
were committed against sus- 
pects under interrogation. 

Suspects were subjected to 
“pressure, torture, . humilia- 
tion and unjustified long de- 
tention periods,” he told par- 
liament. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Two weeks after a New York 
court handed down a life 
sentence to Sheikh Omar 
Abdul Rahman for terrorism, 
the United States announced 
its diplomats were no longer 
safe in Sudan and ordered 
them out 

U.S. officials admit the 
outcome of what became 
known as the biggest terror- 
ism trial in U.S. history was 
one of many considerations 
in tbe dedaon. 

But terrorism experts 
maintain fear of reprisals 
fixnn forces loyal to SheiUi 
Abdul Rahman may have 
been tbe overriding concern 
in tbe move to shut down the 
embas^ and r^triate the 25 
staff members. 

“U.S. diplomats hi Sudan 
were vulnerable (to attacks) 
and operated in an unsym- 
pathetic environment,” says 
Bernard Reich, a spntialist 
on Nfiddle East terrorism. 

“The sheikh’s followers 
could have well seized the 
opportuni^ to take revenge 
on American taigets,” he 
said. 

Sheikh Abdul Rahman, 
found guilty along with nine 
others ^conspiring to wage a 


campaign of terrorism against 
New York Gty landmarics, 
entered the United States in 
July 1990 from Sudan. 

He was also linked to the 
February 19^ bombing of 
the World Trade Centre, 
which IdlJed six and injured 
some 1,000 people but he was 
not charged with any wrong- 
doing in that crime. 

Tte blind Egyptian deric, 
who inspired hu followers to 
attack the United States for 
its pro-Israel policy, was also 
foimd guilty of plotting to 
assassinate Egyptian I^esi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak during a 
visit to New York that was 
later cancelled. 

In a resolution adopted 
Wednesday, tbe same day the 
United States ordered its di- 
plomats home from Khar- 
toum, the United Nations 
called on Sudan to cease sup- 
porting “terrorism” activities 
and hand over tiiree Iriamic 
militants wanted in connec- 
tion with last June’s assas- 


Stolen Greek artefacts 
are sent back to Athens 


ATHENS (AFP) — Around 
300 stolen undent arteifacts, 
dating back more than 3,(X)0 


years to the Mycean period, 
were returned to Greece 


Monday following a court 
battle in the United States, 
said the Greek Foreign 
hfinistry. 

However, the archeologist 
res]wnsible for the treasures, 
Kaliopi Krystalli-Votsi, says 
tbe precious collection “was 
much laiger” before the theft 
ip 1987, and has launched an 
appe^ to recuperate the mis- 
sing items. 

The "Nightingale trea- 
sure,” made up of 312 rings 
and bracelets in gold and 
semi-predous stone as well as 
antique coins, was stolen 


from the former Pelopone- 
sian Aidonia (nightingale) 
cemetery near Nemea in the 
country's south. 

A group of unknown 
thieves raided the excavation 
site before it was offic^y 
opened to ardieologists. 

The treasure was redisco- ' 
vered by chance on tbe sales 
catologue of the Michael 
Ward Gallery in New York iu 
1993. 

Greek authorities, aided 
by Greek and Greek- 
American archeologists, sub- 
sequently mounted a court 
chmienge- to recover the arti- 
fects. 

The return of tbe jewels by 
U.S. authorities was marked 
by an official ceremony. 


Resolution 986 will not be amendedyAmerican officials assert 


UNITED NATIONS 
(USt A) — The sorcalled “oil 
talks” between the United 
Nations and Iraq will not 
include amending the terms 
set out by the U.N. Security 
Coundl when it adopted its 
oil-for-food resolution in 
April 1995, according to U.S. 
offidals. 

U.S. Ambassador 
Madeleine Albright "has 
made clear that the United 
States doe snot believe that 
any negotiations on im- 
plementing (Resolution)' 986 
should include the possibility 
of amending 986. These are 
negotiations about the mod- 
alities and ‘the hows' and of 
implementation.” said a U.S. 
of^al Feb. 5 on the eve of 
the talks. 

“In our discussions with 
key countries in the region as 
well as key countries on the 
coundl we have not heard 
any delegation propose 
amendments to 986 as the 
outcome of these negotia- 
tions... We are satisfied that 
all coundl members believe 
986 should be implemented 
as written.” the U.S. offidal 
said. 

“We have, obviously, very 
strongly argued that mis re- 
solution is the litmus test of 
whether Saddam Hussein 


wants more food and medi- 
dne for his people. It's struc- 
tured for that purpose. If he 
wants to change it and use it 
for some other purpose, we'll 
know that when the talks 
begin. If he wants to meet the 
needs of his people, we'll 
know that because he'll 
negotiate the technical de- 
tail." the offidal said. 

Implementing the resolu- 
tion as written, the offidal 
added, “does permit flexibil- 
ity for the (U.N.) secretary 
general to determine exactly 
how the oil will be sold, 
exactly how much ‘a major- 
ity* means, exactly how many 
monitors would be necessary 
to ensure that the food and 
medidne gets to the Iraqi 
people in general, and what 
would be necessary to ensure 
that SISO million or so got to 
the Kurds. So there are plen- 
ty of technical details to work 
out.” 

The talks with the Iraqi 
government on the oil-for- 
food formula bgan Tuesday 
in New York. The U.N. de- 
legation will be headed by 
Undersecretary General 
Hans Corell, the U.N. legal 
counsel. The Iraqi delegation 
will be led by Ambassador 
Abdul Amir AI Anbari. who 
was Iraq's U.N. ambassador 


during die invasion of Kuwait 
and is currently Iraq's envoy 
to UNESCO. 

In April 1995 the Security 
Council unanimously 
adopted Resolution 986 
allowing Iraq to sell up to 
S1,(X)0 million of oil eve^ 90 
days under U.N. supervision 
in order to buy humanitarian 
supplies for Iraqi dvilians. 

The terms of the resolution 
stipulated that the proceeds 
of the oil sales would be 
deposited inn a special 
account and distributed 
according to a set formula; 30 
per cent to the Compensation* 
Fund dealing with claims re- 
sulting from the invasion of 
Kuwait. Two to four per cent 
to pay for the U.N. adminis- 
'tration of the oil sales, six per 
cent for the Spedal Commis- 
sion overseeing the destruc- 
tion of Iraqi weapons, and 
the remainder for the huma- 
nitarian aid. 

The coundl stipulated that 
a major portion of the oil 
must be shipped through the 
Turkish pipeline and said that 
about S20 to S30 million of 
the proceeds from the first oil 
sate are to pay for repairs to 
the pipeline, which has gone 
unused since the oil embargo 
was imposed in 19^. Iraq is 
also allowed to sell an addi- 


tion $289 million of oil — 
above the $1,000 milliovr'-* 
to pay the tariffs charged by 
Turkey. 

The coundl also said that 
S150 million of the aid money 
must be turned over to the 
U.N. programme for the 
Kurds In northern Iraq and 
the secretary general must 
report to the coundl every 90 
days on whether Iraq is using 
the funds to provide food, 
medidne, and other huma- 
nitarian supplies to the Iraqi- 
people. 

One of the changes be- 
tween the eariier oil-for-food 
restolutions and Relation 
986 is chat the earlier ones 
required the U.N. to super- 
vise the distribution of .the 
food and medidne. In 9M the 
U.N. was given the responsi- 
bility of assesring the impact 
of the distribution as a means 
of determining whether the 
food and medidne go to the 
Iraqi people in need. “There 
are three basic prindples of 
986 that the Iraqis objected 
to when they refused to begin 
the negotiations last year,” 
the U.S. offidal pointed out. 
“They are: that the majority, 
(of oil) go through the Tur-' 
kish pipeline; the fact that 
roughly one-third, or about 
$350 million, would go to the 


Compensation Commission: 
and that $150 million of the 
$650 million would have to go 
to the Kurds.” 

Those terms “were written 
in the resolution. There is no 
delegation that we're aware 
of that has proposed making 
any changes” in the terms, 
the offidal said. “They are 
not now on the table for 
discussion." 

But the subjects for the 
talks could be the modalities 
of how the escrow account is , 
set up, how the oil is sold,’ 
who monitors the sales, how 
the food and medidne are 
distributed, and who moni- 
tois the impact of that dis- 
tribution, the offidal sug- 
gested. 

Iraq originally rejected the 
resolution, holding out hope 
that the oil embargo would 
be lifted under the terms of 
the ceasefire resolution which 
stipulated that when the Spe- 
dal Commission oveiseeing 
the destruction of Iraqi 
weapons (UNSCOM) had 
certified that Iraq had com- 
plied with ail its require- 
ments, Iraq could resume the 
unrescriaed sale of oil. 

However, during most of 
1995 UNSCOM gathered 
new and damaging informa- 
tion revealing a weapons 


programme larger than Bagh- 
dad had admitted and a de- 
liberate policy by the Iraqi 
government to hold onto the 
weapons it agreed to give up 
at the end of the Persian Gulf 
war. UNSCOM’s reports 
dashed any hope that Iraq 
would be given clearance by 
the coundl to sell oil anytime 
soon. 

If there is a new element to 
Iraq’s apparent willingness to 
sell oil under the terms of 
Resolution 986, the U.S. offi- 
dal said, “it is peiiiaps a 
recognition by Iraq and some 
of their doscr ' allies on the 
coundl that there is no pros- 
peci for paragraph 22 of Re- 
solution 687 being im- 
plemented in the foreseeable 
future.” 

**Therefore, if there is any 
concern on the part of Sad- 
'dam Hussein — and that's a 
big ‘if — for his people, the 
only way to get additional 
fends for humanitarian sup- 
plies would be to use 986,” 
the official said. 

“The coundl would be de- 
lighted if he cares about his 
people and would be delight- 
ed to approve” in agreement 
on the modalities worked out 
during the talks, the offidal 
said. “But right now we're a 
long way feom here to there.” 
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sination attempt against Mr. 
Mubarak in Addis Ababa. 

An administration official, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said fear of re- 
pi^Is fim Sheikh Abdul 
Rahman's followers was 
“part of the big puzzle." 

But the offiaal cautioned 
that over the past months 
there had l>Mn an increasing 
number of disturbing repoip 
about “terrorist activities” in 
Sudan that prompted action 
on die part of the U.S. admi- 
nistration. 

The United States has ac- 
cused Sudan of providing safe 
havens for groups who oper- 
ate training camps in the west 
Afiican country with links to 
Libya and Iran. 

In 1993, the administra- 
tion, under pressure from the 
U.S. 0>ngress, added Sudan 
to its list of states supporting 
“terrorism”, a measure the 
provides for sanctions and 
limited contacts. 

“The U.S. believes this de- 
cision was necessary in order 
to ensure the safety of Amer- 
ican personnel,” the State 
Department said Wednesday 
after ordering its personnel to 
leave Khartoum. 

But the State Department 
.did not opt to bre^ off di- 
plomatic relations with 
Sudan, a dedsion that was 
seen as an attempt to keep 
dialt^e open with the reg- 
ime in Khartoum. 

Experts said Sheikh Abdul 
Rahman’s trial was seen 
among radical as a diabolic 
pact between the United 
States and Egypt against 
blam, a per^tion that was 
reinforced with U.S. backing 
of the U.N. resolution 
against Sudan. 

Ken Katzman. a Middle East 
expert at the Gjngressional 
Researd) Service, said the 
U.S. dedsion to pull out>of 
Sudan was also a signal to* 
Egypt that it supports efforts 
to maintain a secular state. 

“Mr. Mubarak is a friend 
and an ally in the region, not 
just in the Middle East peace 
process but also against 
Iraq.” he said, referring to 
U.S. efforts to keep a tight lid 
on international sanctions 
against B^bdad. 


NEWS IN BEIEF 


Israel name 



TELAVIV(AFP) 
eareer dinlOfflat aS 

its 

Wraelbasi 
first offich 


aWashington meeting last month between Israeli 
Minister Slid Barak and fab Tunbian o^ter^ H^ 
Ben Yahia. Mr. Cohen, who came to Israel m Iw, b 
of RabW Yonah Cohen, a leader of tte 
community in the 1950s. Most of 'ninisia s 110,000 
subsequently emigrated to Israd. “I ™ 

Jewish community in Tunisia enjoyed equal rights witb^ 
country's other inhabitants in a Kbcral, atmo^raiM unhite 
that in any other Arab state at tiie time,*' Mr. Cqh CT toid 
j A3 »ni?lF**« Mr. Cohen has worked in the past m Bdgira, 
Burma, Etiiiopia, the United States and Zaire. 


Israel objects to PNA envoy in Cyprus 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel protested to Cyprus on 
Nfottday after it recognised the senior Palestine Libe ranon 
Organiretion (PlJO) official on the bland as toe rnneseote- 
tive of toe Palestine National Authority ^PNA). 
deputy foreign minfater, Eli Dayan. »d ^ 
granting the Falestinians limited self-rule forbade die Pf^ 
from having repre sen tation abroad. “Israd b oppom 
categorically to sudi a designation because it conbadi^ 
the autonomy accords signal between Isra^ an d tte 
PLO,” be w rote, according to Israeli offidab. Tbn accord 
jvrtiiaMtiiip self-rule whidi was signed in Washington on 
S^. 28, 1995 said the autonomy council elected last nmto 
would have no power or responsibility in the domain of 
afiEairs. 

^-^n Nicoria, the PLO rejwesentative at tbe centre of tiie 
(firoute, Sannr Abu Ghazaleh, said be was “astonbbed” Iw 
toe Israeli protest He told AFP ttot aU offi^ PLO 
representatives abroad, whatever their title or dipfomatic 
status, had represented tbe FNA sinre it was created in die 
first stage of autonomy in 1994. He dted as three examjries 
die Palestinian rraresentatives to Jordan, Egypt and Qatar, 


,TraiTr»4;tt«i 


Egypt gets internal Intelligence chief 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt's Interior Minister Hassan AI Alfi 
appointed a new head of tbe count’s internal inteDigeiioe 
agenqr. State Security frivestigatioiis (SSI) on Mondjqr, 
miinstry sources said. General Habib AI Adli, fonnesly the 
minister’s assistant for security, was named to replace the 
outgoing General Ahmad AI Adli, who was made the 
mimster’s assistant for eoonmmc aSairs, the sources said. 
Ahmad AI Adli, whoffl General Alfi appointed udien be 
totdt the ministcy in 1993, was a leading figure in tbe state's 
fierce campaig n ^aiost militan ts fighting to topple tbe 
government of Presid^t Hosni Mub^ak. He was credited 
wito a number of successful blows whidi security dealt to 
extrendsts in the latter part of 1995, tndutong the breakmg 
up a number of armed ceUs and the discovery of large 
weapons c^es, the sources said. But no reason was given 
for the shakeup in toe ministry . 


Ex-Shin Bet chief seeMng ambassadorship to Japan 


TEL AVTV (AEEO — The ousting head of Israel’s 
intemal security agency, who resigned over toe assassina- 
tion of prime miiuster Yittoak Rabin, has asked to be 
named as the Jewish state's ambassador to Jsq>an, it was 
reported Tuesday. The daily Haaretz said Kaxmi Gilon, 45, 
had asked Prime Afinister ShimoD Peres for .toe Tokyo jdb 
and has the backing of tbe foreign ministry. Mr. Gilon, 45, 
resigned last month as head of SbiD Bet after receiving a 
formal Fejnimand over the breakdown in security wl^ 
pmmitted a radical Jewish nationalist, Y^nl Amir, to shoot 
Prime Minister Yittoak Rdrin last November. He remains 
at toe bead of Shin Bet pending toe formal takeover in 
coming weeks by his aji^xrinted successor. Ami Aj^n. 
Mr. Cmon was a career agent in Sbui Bet, paradoxically 
buSding a rqmtation as the security agent's top expert on 
Jewish extremists IDte Amir. He was <Hie seveu Shin Bet 
aixf police officials to receive a reprimand frmn tbe 
oommisaon set op to investinte the dicumstances of tbe 
Rabin assassination and co^ fece le^ action. 


100-year-old rabbi quits prestigious school 


BNEI BRAK (AFP) — Rabtri Eliezer Shach, the 100-year- 
old bead of Isz^'s most prestigious ultra-orthodox tbeoio- 
9cal sdiool, is quitting in a doctrinal row with his 
coDeagues, associates said l^iesday. Rabbi Shach, an 
influratial feader of the United Torah Judaism party, told 
association he was leaving the POniowicz Yeshiva, in Bnei 
Brak near Tel Aviv, because of “spiritual diffeiences" wito 
other directors of toe Talmudic institute. Students and 
former students, who number in the tens of toewsands 
across the g^obe, turned out to support tbe aged rabbi, 
distributing leaflete in front of toe school him to 

.reconsider his decision. “We have only one master bis 
work 15 in danger,” one of toe demonstratois said. Rabbi 
Shach has beaded toe stoool for 50 years. The Poniowkz 
Yttfaiva foll ows toe so-called Lithuanian approach of 
ration^ research mto Jewish holy wri tings , uj con tra st to 
the more emotional bent of toe Hassidic movement. In 
addition to his role as a spiritual leader of United Torah 

Judaism, utoich has four (teputies in toe paifiament RabW 
Shach was a founder of another ultra-orthodox naitv 

vduch has six deputies. 
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I WITH THEIR MAJESTIES: Their Majesties King Hus- 

sein and Queen Noor Tuesday host an iftar for the Jubilee School’s 
[ st^ng committee, staff and students at Al Hussein Sports Ciiv. The 
I Jubilee School, which commemorates King Hussein’s Silver Jubilee 
I accession to the throne, is an independent co-educatlonal secondary 
: school for outstun^ng scholarship students from the country and the 
I region, w'ltn special emphasis on Jordan’s less develops areas. 
Pi^c Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti, Chief of the Royal Court Awn 
Khasaw'fleh and Minister of Education Munther Masri attended the 
iftar (photo by Crystal) 
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Her Majesty <}ueen Noor Tbesday chairs a meeUng of the Board of lYusteiS of ihe' 
•Voor'Al ffossein Foundation iphoto by Crystal) 

Queen, board review NHF 1995 achievments 


AMMAN tJ.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor Tues- 
day chaired die Noor A! 
Hussein Foundaiion's 
(NHF) Board of Trustees 
meeting at which the 
NKFs achievements over 
(he pas( y'eor were dis- 
cuss^. a Royal Coun 
statement said. 

These achievements, said 
the siatcmcni, include sev- 
eral of the foundation's 
major national projects 
such as the Jubilee School, 
which bos commenced the 
Hrst phase of consuoicdon 
at hs permanent campus in 
Yajouz; the Jordan Design 
and Tr^e Centre, which is 
completing its plan to 
become a national design 


and trade insiitmion and is 
dtfvciopmg tfademark. 
design and copyright laws 
for the protection cl handi- 
crafts anisans; iliv Fcpula- 
tion Prognimmc Ibr the 
Grassroots, which, wiih 
the I'nitcd Njiion<« Pupula- 
lion Fund (LNFPAJ. is 
expan<£ng in villages 
throughout the country: as 
well as the Quality of l.ile 
Project, which, in collabo- 
ration with the WlitU 
Health Organisation, is 
e^ioMishjng a regicnaj 
advocacy, uaining orxl 
coordination centre in Jor- 
dan and deveb>pmg out- 
reach capacicicN in the 
.Arab World. 

During the meeting. 


Queen Noor and the board 
expressed their hope that 
the .SHF’s national pro- 
jects would continue their 
pattern of national-instiiu- 
li(jn:ilisauun and xelf- 
rehonce that has already 
been achieved by other 
projects such as the Jerash 
Fesiivul, the National 
Music Conservatory and 
the SO.S Villages, the state- 
ment said. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
K;irini Kabariti. who is a 
member -of NHF board, 
affirrued his government's 
commiinieni to support 
development projects that 
address the national priori- 
ties of the citizens of Jor- 
dan, the statement said. 


WHAT'S GOING ON 


FILM 

* “Prince Suspect’’ (Part I) at the British Council at 8:00 p.m. 

PLAY/CONCERTS 

* “Ramadan Supermarket” I in Arabic I at the Royal Cultural 
Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Engravings by French artists at the French Cultural Cen- 
tre (unlii Feb. 29). 

* Printmaking and paintings by Jordanian artist Passer Dweik 
at Darat AI Funun, Jaba! Euweibdth. Also displaying paint- 
ings and sculptures by contemporary artists (until Feb, IS). 


‘Officials work on reviving 
National Security Council’ 


By a Jordan Tlme$ 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — - Tl»c ;^poin(‘ 
nient of former General 
Intelligence Direcioraie 
Chief Muslala Qaisi rjp- 
pufieur of the National 
Security founcii on Sun- 
day by His Majesty King 
Hussein has meoiu the 
revival of the council, 
according to w-ell-infonned 
source.^i. 

Mr. Qaisi. also appointed 
:ls ilie King's advisor for 
national security affair^ 
told the Jordan HmeN that 
the .structure of (he council 
ih currently heing worked 
on, .md is expected to be 
finuliNed in the next few 
weeks. 

Senior sources told the 
Jordan Tunes that although 
the council has existed for 
more than .10 years, it has 
dune so only in name. 
Other sources, however, 
that the council 
did meet iniermiliciiilv in 
the l‘i6t)*s. 

According to sources 
contacted by the Jurdan 
'ntik's. (he council is 
presided over by die King, 
and its members include 
die |>rimc minister, minisier 
of interior, chairiiun of the 
Joint C'hiefs of Siaff.direc- 
tor general of the Public 
.Security Dcpanmeni. direc- 
tors of both the General 
Intelligence Directorate, 
and il^ Department of Mil- 
itary Intelligence, as well os 


other high-fankiog secunry 
penonnel. 

One seoiix source s:»td 
the council primarily deals 
w‘ith internal issues relating 
to ’’the safety and stability 
of the country,** adding that 
the decisions made by the 
council are carried out by 
the vonous security agen- 
cies in the Kingdom. 

*nie ccuincii. according to 
sources, is similar in format 
to the b'.S National Securi- 
ty Council, which ts 
responsiNe for ibe supervi- 
sion of the ciMfitry's inielti- 
gence community. 

The American National 
Security Council complies 
the presideAi of ibe U.S. as 
chairman, the vice {wesi- 
deni. the secretaries of state 
and defer^e, the chairman 
of the joint chiefs of siaff. 
and other officials whom 
the presideni may appoint 
with Senate iqiprovol. 

Its staff is headed by a 
special a.ssistani for rLuivto- 
al security affairs and is 
part of the oflice of the 
president. 

A senior voitrce told the 
Jordan lime:,, however, 
that whereas the coun,.i} m 
(he l-.S. is C(jn.^ide(ed a 
depanmem. the Jordanian 
National Security Council 
is rmly a committee. The 
source also added that the 
Jordanian council has been 
pan of the state apparatus, 
as opposed to being pan of 
the Royal Court. 


^Ministry of Justice will not 
drop case contesting validity 
of bar association elections’ 


Study to construct 
new railway line in 
S. Jordan underway 


AQABA (Petra) — With 
phosphate production at 
seyeKatJdraaa Phosphate 
Mines Oompany (JPMO 
mi&gvi^^^Utbem Jordan 
on*ilK' risei the Aqaba 
Railways Corponiion 
(ARC) is studying the 
feasibility of constnictiag 
a new 25-kilomecre rail- 
way line linking the Shi- 
dich mine with the near- 
est railway station along 
(he line to Aqaba, a rail- 
way oiriciul said Tues- 
day. 

According to Sad Oar- 
wish, director of the 
Aqabn railway station 
ARC annually transports 
3.976 million tonnes 
(mainly for exporl) from 
the mioe.s to Aqaba. 

He said the JPMC 
expects 10 increase that 
amount to 4.5 milUon 
tonnes by the year 2000. 

Mr. Darwish said the 
expansion at the Shidieh 
mine, the largest in Jor- 
dan. is aimed at boosting 
production to 10 nullion 
tonnes per year by the 
end of the century adding 
chat recent studies on Shi- 


dieh showed a {produc- 
tion cajfttlnlity of at least 
another lOd. years. 

. The ARC also Bans- 
ports phosphate from the 
other two mines at A 
Hassa and Abyad to 
Aqaba by rail and also 
utilises 300 trucks, each 
with a caj^iy* 
tonnes, to haul phosphate 
to the port city, said Mr. 
Darwish. 

He said that in addition 
to building the 25-kilo- 
metre line, the ARC will 
continue to rely on truck 
slupmenis for its opera- 
tions. 

Last month the JPMC 
announced 1995 exports 
of phosphates uxolled 
3.8S milUon tonnes and 
saltt of 1.14 millioD 
tonnes to the industrial 
ferdlsier ccRnplex in 
Aqaba . 

It said its exports of 
phosphate and phosphai- 
ic fertilises in 1995 
earned it 5277 mtlUon. 


By Lola Keilani 
U3 I'm JortLin 

AMMAN- Kholaf Mas- 
saadch. a defeated candi- 
date in the 1995 Jordan 
Bor .\.s:»ix;ia(ion (JB.A> 
elections, denied on Tues- 
da> that he and Lhe Min- 
istry of Justice intend to 
drop the eases contesting 
die validity of the elec- 
tions. 

Mr. Mossaadeh told the 
Jordan Times that die case 
was nou with the Higher 
Coun of Justice and thus n 
ccmld ncit be dropped. 

’The C 2 .se is not only 
against die pre.sidentia! 
seat, uhich is nou 
sacani,“ said Mr. Mas- 
saadeh. refemag to the 
appcintmeni this" week i.» 
JB.-\ Resident Kama! 
Sasser as minister of 
adrr.it!ismi!isc devclo;:*- 
n:e;;J. “Ir is aisiT a^:iins( ihe 
elcCicJ cuan.'il a-nd the 
oscfvreinp Civnmuiee *’ 

-Mr Massaadeh who rctv 


resenis 12(1 lawyers, w'as 
commenting on a state- 
n-eor by Ziad Khasawneh, 
lbs s ice-presideni of ihe 
assuciaiion. saying that 
according to the Ministry 
of Jcsiice the ca.se is 
cic-sed. 

.Mr. Khasawneh. who 
w:)l run tor Lhc associa- 
p.nesidency in the 
.April clecncn, added that 
xDcrces .had confirmed that 
Lhe Higher Coun of Justice 
which will issue its ruling 
on dig case on Heh. 7 con- 
siders the ca.se as invalid. 

Two complointii were 
filed in March again&i the 
preside.'it of the associa- 
te.^ and the elected mem- 
bers 0 ! ‘die JBA. The first 
was made by the then 
.SJinister of Justice Hisham 
Ta! because he had 
ins'jticted the bar associa- 
tion to strike all West 
Ej.nk members from the 
jvsocijLio.n's rtts'er and to 
IT.rr.ir-i! Lhcir p:Laicipation 
.;i 1005 elections due 

:o the Kingdom's I OSS 


decision to sever legal and 
administrative ties u'ith 
the West Bank. 

The second complaint 
was brought by Mr Mas- 
saadeh who charges that: 
Lawyers were noi legally 
notified of election's 
beforehand; that the elec- 
tio.ns were not held in the 
suitable place; that the 
budget was rati tied during 
the elections by show of 
hands rather than a secret 
ballot; that the budget was 
not presented to lawyers 
before elections ; that the 
elections overseeing com- 
mittee was infcmntally 
appointed by the former 
council and president 
instead of being elected by 
the assembly: that the vot- 
ing hours extended their 
legal limitation; that voters 
were not given a ballot 
card to be validated; and 
that the ballot tables were 
not organised to and ^e 
number of voters at each 
bocith did not correspond 
to ballot tables. 



.MnoBtry of Water and Irr >au6n‘Secreulry"General Qusay Qteishat and a represen- 
tative of Ihe Japanes Internatioaal Cooperation Agency’ 'Riesday sign minutes of a 
meeting on discussions on water supply and management projects (Petra photo) 

/ 

Jordan, Japan sign minutes of 
meeting on water supply projects 


AM.MA.N (Peira) — Jordan 
and (he Japanese 
ImenutioDul Cooperation 
.Agency (JlCAl Tuesday 
signed minutes of their dis- 
cussions on water supply 
and management which 
they held la.st week. 

A statement from the 
Ministry iJf Water and Irri- 
gation said that the talks 
covered water supply lo 
Ammon from the Deir Alla 
area in ihe Jordan Valley 
through a project that 
would raise supplies from 
45 million cubic metres 
annujJIv to 90 million as a 


first stage. 

Ministry Secretary Gen- 
eral Qusay Qteisbat, who 
signed ibe minutes with the 
JIC.A representative, said 
the project emails enlarging 
the facility at Zay, west of 
.Amman, to store water 
pumped iTom the Jordan 
Volley on its way to 
Anunan and to boost the 
capacity of the pipelines 
canyuig the water from the 
valley. 

.According to Mr. 
Qtei:khai, this, as well as the 
otiier stages of the project 
will be Hnanced through 


loans and grants 6rom 
JICA, adding that the pro- 
ject, which will be complet- 
ed in six years, starts its 
Hrsi stage in June. 

Meanwhile, it was 
announced here Tuesday 
that a Japanese team of 
technicians and economists 
will arrive in Amman on 
Feb U. 

The team will carry out a 
study on Jordan's economy 
and Jordanian develop- 
ments as well as coopera- 
tion between the Japanese 
and Jordanian governments 
in their implementation. 


Czech virtuoso to grace Jordanian stage 


AMMAN (J.T.) — 

Although the National 
Music Conscrvoitxy 
(NMC) of the Noor Al 
Hussein Foundation has 
organised numerous music 
activities featuring top 
musicians and perfonning 
enscnible.s from all over 
the world, its next music 
activiiy has been described 
as “u rare and exccpiioDol 
event in Jordan.” 

Organised by the NMC 
and the Czech embassy in 
Jonkin, in cooperation 
with Czech Airlines and 
(he Marriott Hotel, the 
leading violinist of Ihe 
Czech Kepubiic, Vdclav 
liudecck, will perform in a 
violin recital on Sunday at 
the Kuyal Cultural Centre, 
Main Theatre, on NMC 
siatenieni said. 

Hailed as one of the best 
three contemporary violin- 
ists in (he world, Vdclav 
Imdeeek stoned ploying 
ihe violin al he age of five 
and continued Ins studies 
under itic supenision of 
the iegendao' violini.M 


David Oisnoch. 

His career began when 
he was IS-years-old, play- 
ing Paganini's Concerto in 
D major with (he Ro>’ol 
Philharmonic Orchestra in 
London in 1976. 

Since then he has per- 
formed with world orches- 
tras such as the Berliner 
PhtlhamKiniker. the 
Gewandhaus Orchester. 
the Cleveland Svinphony 
Orchestra, ihe NHK 
Tt^yo, and the Moscow 
State Philharmonic 
Orchestra. 

Mr. Hudecek has also 
been a guest at 
international music festi- 
vals such os Salzburg, 
Athens, Perth, Dubrovnik, 
Helsinki and Isionbul. 

"He is an excellent inier- 
preter of virtuoso violin 
concenON and uolin 
sonatas.” 

Since 1990, he has been 
playing on the Libon; a 
unique and rare l>pe of 
violin that was made in Ihe 
workshop of’ the great 



luiisi Antonio Siradiv:u*i. 

.At’comparsiiig Air. 
Hudecek on the piano will 
be his compjtrici Pcir 
Adanicc who ha*: been 
co*.*peralinu with Mr. 
Hudecek since 1977. 

Mr. .Adaiuec is an "uii:- 


.slanJiRg interpreter of 
.'h;!n■l^<er piano cornpusi- 

He IS also an associate 
prol'cssbV at tile Faculty of 
Musi,: a: the .Academy of 
Music and Dramatic Ans 
:n I*raeuc 


The programme of the 
recital will include 
Mozart's Sonata in G 
Major, Beethoven's 
Sonata No. 1 in D Major, 
Schubert’s Duo Sonata in 
•A Major and Dvorak's 
Sonatina in G Major, 




eWorld News 




Russia forces chief warns 


over rallies in Chechenya 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia's 
military commander in 
Cbecbmya issued a **sboot- 
to-kill’* warning Tuesday if 
rallies by Chechen sepa- 
ratist supporters were used 
as a screen for armed 
attacks on his tro<^. 

Lieutenant-General 
Vyacheslav Tikhomirov told 
Interfax News Agency that 
hghters loyal to sqiaratist 
leader Dzhokhar Dudayev 
were trying to infUtiate 
protest gatherings in the 
centre of the Chechen capi- 
tal Grozny. 

Gen. Tikhomirov, speak- 
ing as several thousand 
demonstrators massed for a 
diird day outside ihe gutted 
Presidential Palace in 
Grozny, said Russian forces 
were protecting government 
buildings and had the force 
to repel any armed attacks. 


I “There will be no other 
.way out of tins situadon. We 
wiU decisively shoot to 
kil!,** he said. 

Defying calls by the 
Russian anny and pro- 
Moscow authorities to dis- 
pose. several t^usand i»o- 
Dudayev supporters gath- 
ered in centra] Grozny 
Tuesday, chanting slogans 
for Russia to witibdraw its 
troops from the territory. 

Their numbers were 
swelled by protesters who 
arrived from other parts of 
Chechenya, Interfax said 
quoting regional Interior 
Ministry officials. But e;^ 
witnesses said that by mid- 
aftemoon the crow^ had 
thinned out considerably. 

In violence elsewhere in 
die territory. Inters said 
that in the past 24 hours up 
to Tuesday morning, one 


Russian soldier had been 
killed and tluee wounded in 
aoacks by separatist fighters 
on Russian army positions. 

The demonstrators began 
rallying Sunday after 
Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin, vrith his eye on June 
16 presidential elections, 
sign^ed be was ready to 
put forward a new plan to 
settle the deeply nnpopDlar 
conflict 

No details have been 
made public of his proposed 
blueprint 

But these are expected to 
emerge Wedne^y in 
Moscow at a scheduled 
meeting of Mr. Yeltsin’s 
inner circle of advisers, the 
powerful security council. 

Mr. Yeltsin sent troops 
into the territory in 
December 1994 to crush a 
drive for independence. The 



Actress Liz Taylor has filed for divorce from her sev- 
enth husband Larry Fortenslty, according to court doc- 
uments Monday. Thylor cit^ ^irreconcilable differ- 
enced in the petition. She had announced a *irial sep- 
aration” for couple last August (Reuter photo) 


Liz Taylor files for 


divorce — yet again 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Critics of the marriage said it was 
a virtual umbn between the beauty and the beast — a 
much-wed Hollywood gcxldess and a lowly construction 
worker — and pr^cted it would never last And it didn’t. 

The goddess, Elizabeth Taylor, one of Hollywood’s most 
glamorous stars, finally did what most had predicted she 
formally ended her S2-moDth marriage to her seventh hus- 
band, bully Larry Fortensky, when she filed for divorce 
Monday. 

Taylor, who announced a "trial separation** from 
Foitens^ on Aug. 31, cited Tzreconcilable differences” in 
the routine three-page petition she signed and filed with the 
California Superior Court in Los Angeles. 

No date was set for a bearing and the petition did not 
specify bow the couple's assets would be divided from a 
mairiage that lasted, on paper at least, four years and four 
months. 

*Tbe whole thing is going to be bandied privately.” said 
Thylor’s lawyer, Neil l^piano. ‘Everyone is cooperating. I 
think it will be bandied well and in a fashion that will be 
pleasing to everyone.” 

He declined to say whether die two-time Academy Award 
winner and the twice-divorced building labourer had a 
prenuptial agreemenL But be said that Taylor still bad 
affection for Fortensky and that she was getting on with her 
life as a single woman once again. 

Taylor, who will be 64 on Feb. 27, met Fortensky at the 
Betty Ford Clinic, where they were both undeigoing treat- 
ment — Taylor reportedly for dependency on painltillers. 

Fortensky, then 39, married Taylor on Ocl 5, 1991 in 
what was supposed to be a private ceremony at pop singer 
Michael Jacluoa's Neverla^ estate in central California, 
but press helicopters hovering above and pbotogr^hers 
hiding in bushes made it a public event 
It was Taylor’s eighth marriage, although her husbands 
numbered only seven — she was married twice to welsh 
actor Richard Burton. 

Taylor’s image as the pure, violet-eyed giri who burst 
onto the big screen at the age of 10 was dissipated by an 
unending series of headline stories over Hot many mar- 
riages. her jewels, weight jzroblems. drugs and alcohol. 

She won her first of two Academy Awards in 1 960 for her 
1960 role as a call girl in Butterfield 8, and ifae second for 
her 1966 portrayal of a foul-mouthed, alcoholic wife in 
Edward Albee’s Who’s Afraid Of Virginia Woolf? 

She married 21-year-old Conrad *‘Nicky” Hilton, s<» of 
the hotel magnate, when she was 18. The marriage lasted 
206 days. 

At 1 9, she married Michael Wilding, a man twice her age. 
That lasted 4-1/2 years and produced two children, 
Michael and Christopher. 

Tn 1957, just after a spinal operation, the 24-year-old 
Taylor married Mike Todd, who had a son older than bis 
new wife and a grandson as well. 

She gave birth to a daughter, Liza, later that year. The 
marriage is said to have h^ a profound influence on her 
both as a woman and an actress, but it came to a tr^c end 
in March 1958 when Todd died in the crash of his plane. 
The Lucky Liz. 

Ten months later. Taylor married singer Eddie Ftsher. 
Todd’s best friend, who divorced bis wife, actress Debbie 
Reynolds, on the same day. 

TlieFe followed a torrid affair wbiJe filming Cleopatra 
with her celluloid Antony — Richard Burton. She divorced 
Fisher in 1964 and married Burton. 

In )uly 1973, the marriage broke up and in June 1974 
they divorced. "We have loved each other too much." she 
said. 

Sixteen months later, on Oct. 10, 1975, Taylor and 
Burton remarried in a brief and quiet ceremony in 
Botswana in Africa. Their second marriage lasted only 
eight months. 

Taylor did not stay single long. On Dec. 4. 1 976, she mar- 
ried John Warner, a former U.S. Navy secretary who later 
became U.$. senator from Virginia. But life in Washington 
did not appeal to her and they divorced in 1 982. 


Keating tempts voters 


with health package 


CANBERRA (R) — 

Australian Labour Prime 
Minister Paul Keating, 
fighting for his 13-year-old 
government’s survival, 
Tuesday tempted voters 
with 1 billion Australian 
dollars ($750 milixon) over 
the next two years to ease 
their number one concern 
— health. 

*Tbe election will decide 
the kind of health care sys- 
tem we will Imve over the 
next generation ai^ in so 
doing, it will decicte in a 
lar^ part the kind of soci- 
ety we leave our children,” 
Mr. Keating said. 

Mr. Keating, the under- 
dog in the March 2 election 
batiie 'against conservative 
opposition leader John 
Howard, announced the 
ambitious package in the 
southern city of Melbourne. 

**It will substantially 
deteimine tlte kind of coun- 
oy Australia will be," be 
said. 

Opinion polls show be^tii 
care, and how to pay for it, 
heads Australians’ list of 
concerns and major issues. 

Mr. Keating’s package, 
bis biggest election ple^e 
so far, would cost I billion 
Australian dollars in the 
first two years and more 
than 400 mfllion Australian 
dollars ($300 million) a 
year after that 

The money will be spent 
00 cutting surgery delays, 
rebates for private health 
insurance fees and inqjrov- 
ing care for the elderly. 

Analysts say the package 
revamps Labour’s public 
health Medicare scheme 
and could help it peg back 
the opposition's strong 
opinion poll lead, which has 
remained largely 

unchanged since canqxaigD- 
ing began 10 days ago. 

And it would help deflect 
attention from the likely fall 
of the Labour state govern- 
ment in (Queensland, in a 


political crisis which 
L^ur strategists say could 
damage Mr. Keating’s re- 
election bid. 

Labour lost a vital state 
by-electioo at the weekend, 
leaving Queensland’s 
Labour government with 
the same number of seats as 
the Liberal opposition and 
the casting vote in the 
hands of an ind^ndent 

Mr. Keating, who has 
spent more than half bis life 
on the political batdefield, 
is seeking to lead Labour to 
an historic sixth straight 
election win. 

Two opini(Ki polls out this 
week show Mr. Keating's 
government has made mar- 
ginal gains on the opposi- 
tion's l^ad, but Mr. Howard 
said Tuesday the signs were 
still good for an exposition 
victoiy. 

"The mood is one of con- 
fidence, we’re positive but 
with the recognition that we 
still have a long way to go," 
be said. 

Mr. Howard said his 
opponent was playing 
catch-up politics, copying 
already foreshadowed ele- 
ments of the opposition’s 
health plans, due to be 
annount^ this week. 

**Forty-eight hours ago, 
rebates for private health 
insurance were (an) anathe- 
ma — something's hap- 
pened on the road to 
Melbourne,” Mr. Howard 
told reporters in Adelaide. 

"He's had a Damascus- 
like conversion on the case 
of rebates for private health 
insurance.” 

Mr. Keating’s Labour 
government and Me. 
Howard's opposition coali- 
tion of Liberal and National 
parties have over the past 
few weeks promised bil- 
lions of doUars in spending 
in a bid to lure voters and 
win the support of key 
interest groups. 


4 killed in cargo 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, February 7, 1996 



intervention led to a conflict 
in which many thousands 
have died and a peace set- 
tlement would gi^y help 
his chances of re-election. 

In Grozny, as in previous 
days, the protesters waved 
green Islamic flags and car- 
ried portraits of Mr. 
Dudayev, who was forced to 
flee the capital about a year 
ago afrer a Russian advance 
r^uced the palace and 
much of the city to a bumt- 
out shell. 

Doku Zavg^v, head of 
the pro-Moscow adminis- 
tration in Chechenya, how- 
ever ruled out any with- 
drawal by Russian troops. 

"There can be no possibil- 
ity of a withdrawal of feder- 
al troops from the territory 
of (3he^enya, even partial- 
ly,” Mr. Zavgayev was quo- 
t^ as saying by Interfax. 



Pope John Paul II greets two children that met him upon his arrival in Guatemala 
Cify at the start of a 7 day trip to Central and South Amoica. The Pope will also visit 
Nicaragua, El Salvador and Venezuela (Reuter photo) 


Pope to visit C. America’s shrine of peace 


GUATEMALA CITY (R) — Pope John 
Paul was expected to travel Tuesday, the 
sec^ day of his Latin American tour, to a 
Guatemalan town which symbolises pil- 
grimage and peace, having fraind a re^y 
aurfience for bis message that war must 
stop. 

Hundreds of thousands of Guatemalans 
cheered the Pontiff on his arrival to a tumul- 
tuous welcome Monday at the start of his 
69th foreign trip. The faithful carpeted the 
avenues he travelled with mosme patterns 
made from coloured sawdust and flower 
petals. 

The Pope pleaded for the Guatemalan 
government to reach a lasting peace agree- 
ment with left-wing guerrillas and end a 
war that has daim^ 140,000 lives in the 
past three decades. 

"A real peacte is urgent,” the Pope said. “A 
peace which is the gift of God and fruit of 
dialogue in the spirit of recondliation”. 

He was to likely to return to the theme of 
peace Tuesday in the town of Esquipulas, a 
town famous in Central America for politi- 
cal and religious reasons. 

Central American presidents signed an 
agreement here 10 years ago. paving the 
way for an end to dvil war in Nicaragua 
and El Salvador, two other countries Pope 
Jdin Paul will visit on his week-long pil- 
grimage to Larin America. 

The local slogan for the Papal trip 
“together for peace” reflects Pope John 
Paul’s wish to heal past wounds in Central 
America where more than 300,000 people 
have died in tevolutioris, coups and wars in 
the past 35 years. 

"The first time I came here it was a shoot- 
ing range for the superpowers who met here 
and dashed here and these poor people suf- 
fered because of this,” the Pope said aboard 
the aircraft. 

Esquipulas, 200 kilometres east of 


Guatemala City and dose to the border with 
El Salvador and Honduras, is also home to 
me of the region’s most important icons. 

The Black Christ is a scolptnre of Jesus 
on the cross hewn 400 years ^o from cedar 
wood and believers say it has miraculous 
healing powers. 

Thousands of peasants streamed into the 
town ahesKl of the Pontius visit on foot, on 
horseback or by bus. Many of them hoped 
Pope John Paul’s visit would bring them a 
better life and help rescue them from the 
appalling poverty in which they are mired 

The numbers of worshippers as well as 
the warrotb of the Pope's reception in 
Guatemala City served to underline the 
continuing popularity of the Catholic 
Church in a country whose government 
institutions — particularly the army — are 
deeply distrusted. 

This comes despite a surge in the popular- 
ity of rival Protestant Evangelical sects, 
which claim to have wooed more than a 
quarter of the country away fir>m Rome. 

Speaking from his chartered jet en route 
to Guatemala, the Pontiff refened to the 
region’s other major problem — the gaping 
divide between a small rich elite aj^ the 
poor masses, many of whom earn less than 
$2 a day. 

“Social problems are the {voblem of the 
whole w(^d” he told reporters in a news 
conference relayed to Earth by satdlite 
phone from the aircraft. *The church’s role 

is to ask for social justice.” 

■ Uie leader of L^ America’s last cold 
war oDtpost, Cuba’s Fidel Castro, lost a 
chance to exchange messages with the 
Pontiff by radio when the aircraft 
changed course in midfligbt and did not 
overfly Cuba as planned 

Cuba is the c^y major American 
country the Pope has not visited 


Paraguay plane crash toll reaches 24 

all Colombian, were also 


ASUNCION (R) — A 5-year-old boy 
pulled from the wreckage of a Cfolombian 
cargo plane that plough^ into homes near 
Paia^y's capit^ died Monday, raising die 
death toU of Sunday's crash to 24, police 
said. 

Luis Cesar Brignatdello had been rescued 
from beneath the wreckage -by his 10-year 
old brother, but died in a clinic early 
Monday of severe third-degree bums, said 
police. 

The DC-8 aircraft of Colombia's Lineas 
Aeneas Del Caribe crashed Sunday after- 
noon one minute after takeoff into a poor 
neighbourhood 17 kilometres northeast of 
AsunciorL 

Most of the victims were children playing 
an outdoor volleyball match and friends and 
relatives who were watching. 

Eleven of the dead were from a single 
family. A grandmother, her children and 
grandchildren all died, leaving alive only 
three family members who were elsewhere 
on the day of the disaster, local newspapers 
reported. 

The aircraft’s three crew members and 


one passenger, 
killed. 

The search through (be wreckage resumed 
at dawn Monday ater breaking off Stmday 
night. Rescue workers found sevoed limbs 
but did not rule out finding mwe complete 
bodies under the nibble of houses and twist- 
ed wreckage. 

Four teenagers were still listed as missing 
late Moixlay, and residents told police drey 
had seen them in the area just before the 
crash. Two burned and completely unrecog- 
nizable bodies still bad not been identified. 

The cause of the crash was still unknown, 
but witnesses said ttey saw one of the 
plane’s engines explode. Efforts to establish 
the cause were being hampered ^ the 
apparent theft of the black box flight 
recorder. 

Onlookers crowded the site immediately 
after the crash, getting in the way of inex- 
perienced rescue workers and ambulances. 
One souvenir-hunter was seen making off 
with bits of destroyed foselage. 

The plane had stopped at Asuncirai en 
route to Brazil. 


plane crash in U.S. 2 killed in Bangladesh pre-poll violence 


ST. JOHNS, Ariz. (R) — A 
cargo plane bound for 
Mexico carrying humane 
supplies crashed and 
exploded in an enxty field 
in a heavily populated 
neighbourhood Monday, 
killing all four people on 
board, authorities said. 

The unidentified pilot was 
hailed as a hero by residents 
who said be apparently 
steered the crippled aircraft 
away fixim homes and an 
elementary school only a 
few huncM metres from 
the crash site. 

^imesses near the scene 
in St. Johns, Arizona, about 
320 kilometres northeast of 
Phoenix, said the Convoir 
C-131E plane, carrying 
donated firefighting and 
medical equipment from 
California, exploded on 
impact, sending flames 
more than 300 metres into 
the air. 

Several residents said the 
pilot’s action saved the 
town from further tragedy 
in the Monday morning 
crash. 

"In my mind, the pilot is 
truly a hero,” said Dorothy 


Pulsipher, who watched the 
fiery crash firom her office 
window at the Sl Johns 
Chamber of Commerce. 
**He probably knew he was 
going down and decided to 
do whru he could to spare 
the lives of the people 
here.” 

In addition to the school, 
the surrounding area 
included homes, a building 
housing a preschool pro- 
gramme, a church and a 
utility company office. 

Susan Smith, who works 
for the St. Johns Police 
Department, said the acci- 
dent shocked the communi- 
ty of about 3,500 people. 

"I just thank God the pilot 
knew what he was doing.” 
Ms. Snuth stud. **God bless 
his soul. This is unbeliev- 
able.” 

Airport officials said the 
30-seat plane spent Sunday 
night in St. Johns on a refti- 
eling stopover before leav- 
ing foe Mexico on a mission 
to deliver donated firefight- 
ing and medical equipment 
to Mexican officiuJs. 


DHAKA (R) — Two 
eople have been shot 
ead and nearly 50 
wounded in clashes 
ahead of Prime Minister 
Begum Khaleda Zia’s 
lanned election tour of 
lan^ladesh’s southern 
distnets, police said 
Tuesday. 

They said Mohammad 
Nasiruddin died when 
opposition Awami 
L^gue activists attacked 
a rally held by the ruling 
Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party (BNP) in the south- 
ern town of Feni 
Monday. 

The BNP was urging 
Feni residents to give 
Mrs. Khaleda a warm 
welcome when she 
arrived Wednesday. *rhe 
rally was dispersed when 
the Awami activists 
struck, detonating bombs 
and firing guns. 

The Awami League, 
which with other major 


oppositipn parties is boy- 


cotting elections on 
15. said Nasiruddin was 
one of its leading 


activists in Feni, a seat 
Mrs. Khaleda is standing 
for in the poll. 

A police officer in Feni 
told Reuters that violence 
could worsen Tuesday 
and Wednesday. 

The prime minister will 
contest the polls in four 
other districts. The con- 
stitution allows one rndi- 
vidual to stand in up to 
live seats, although a sue- 
c^sful candidate is per- 
mitted to hold only one 
seat 

Separately, a BNP stu- 
dent leader, • feroze 
Hossain Musa. * was 
found shot dead in 
Chittagong port city 
Monday after he was 
abducted by unidentified 
gunmen. 

Police said Musa’s 
killing was probably the 
result of election rival- 
ries. The BNP blamed 
Awami activists for his 
death. 

In Chittagong, bombs 
were hurled Mon^y at 
the home of L.K. 
Siddiqui. a BNP candi- 


date in the polls, police 
said. No one was wound- 
ed. 

But more than 30 peo- 

E le were hurt in fighting 
etween BNP and onrv\_ 


JCtween BNP and oppo- 
sition militants near 
Cox's Bazar resort 
Monday. 

Police said the clash 
was a sequel to violence 
Saturday when at least 20 
people were hun. 

Mrs. Khaleda's BNP is 
the only major party tak- 
ing part in the election. 
The opposition has 
demanded that Khaleda 
resign and transfer power 
to a neutral caretaker 
administration before the 
polls. ■ 

But Mrs. Khaleda, elected 
in 1991 in what were billed 
as Bangladesh's firat free 
eleciions. has rejected the 
demand as unconstitutional. 

Opposition parties have 
called for a general strike in 
Fenh Wednesday to disrupt 
Khaleda's campaign visit 
They have also called for 
countrywide strikes on Feb. 

1 4 and on election day. 
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Camilla's 
ex-husband 
to remarry 

LONDON (AFP) — 11^ ^ Ajve 

. f 1 f M. ' jt _ 


oN 


iR) , 

former husband of Camilla 
Parker-Bowles, the inti- 
mate friend of Prince 

.•l'OC 


CMes, is to remany, ti 


British press rqwrted 


• Tuesday. Andrew Paiker- 
Bowles, 55, is to 
Rosemary Pitman, ' a 
divorcee of the same age 
and long-standing friend. 
The couple have lived 
together since Jidy. The 
P^cer-Bowles’ divraced, 
by mutual consent, last 
year after living qiart sinoe 
1993 and following Prince 
Charles’ admissioo of his 
relationship with CaTnillfl 
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Thieves steal fire 
rescue truck in 
Miami 




MIAMI (R) — Thieves 
niAHe off with 8 dty fire 
department rescue truck 
wl^ it was parked outside 
an apartment waiting to 
take an dderiy man to ^ 






jDllATrtS ^ 
ftheR 


LTe 


take an eioeriy man to the 
hospital, offidals said 
came down with the patient 


the patient 
and there was no track,” 
said fire Ll Joe Cabrera. 
**We were in shock. 'We 
cooidn’i believe h.” A sec- 
ond Miami fire rescae 
truck was sent to pick up 
the patient who was suf- 
fering chest pains. The 
truck — still flashing its 
emergency lights — was 
recovered a few mrnotes 
later in a parking lot after a 
neighbour called police 
and sard he saw three men 
taking things out of it 
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U.S. military MREs 
dubbed meals 
ready to explode 
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TUZLA AIR BASE (R) — 

The American milita^’s 
packaged ready-to-eat 
rations known as MREs 
have picked up a new name 
— meals ready to explode. 

Some bored servicemen 
have used the beating ele- 
ment of (he nucritionaJly 
cOnq)Iete btft 'uns^p^ling 
meals ready to eat to make 
•‘bomemade explosives, sev- ^ inna 2 s?ape: 
eral soldiers said Monday.^ 3XUE!r< 

The package, which scciiifT Asnic: 

includes one of twelve 
varieties of main dishes teaijero^-. has 

including barbecued pork 
and rice, and tuna casse- 
role, ^so contains an ingie- 
nious heating element 
which uses a sodium chlo- 
ride mixture to boil water 
in a bag to heat the meal. 
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Audience to get 
refund if musical 
off key 


LONDON (R)— 'Ihe pro- 
ducer of a Loodou mirsrea' 
about a travelling execU’ 
tioner, which has beer: 
panned by British critics, is 
offering theatregoers th^ 
mtmey back 'm the interval 
if they do not enjoy the 
show. "The Fields Of 
Ambrosia”, set in tte 
American deep south in 
1918, tells the story of 
Jonas Candide, who juries 
his electric chair from exe- 
cution to execution but 
falls In love with a German 
woman he is due to put to 
death. British critics have 
labelled it "doomed” and 
"preposterous” and sard it 
is in bad taste. During the 
next two weeks audiences 
can claim a full refund in 
the interval if they want to 
leave. 
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Rio governor 
urges 

slum-dwellers to 
charge Jackson 
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RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — 
The governor of Rio De 
Janeiro stare said he would 
oot block superstar 
Michael Jackson from 
shooting a video in a riuui’ 
tytown but he urged slum 








the 


forbes 
pas 
peal 


dwellers to charge for the ^Sen 

privilege, a newspaper ^ h 



refll 


reported. “If the local resi- 
dents' association wants to 
(charge), I'll even « 
them legal assistance 
Marcello Alencar told daily 
0 Globo. "The co mm unity 
could use that money to 
invest in projects in the 
(slum).” U.S. Film dircetor 
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Jackson in Rio’s 
Marta sham>'town. 
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Europe shivers under 
a blanket of snow 
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lOSDON (k) — From 
BdtttD TO Yugoslavia, 
Europe duvered under a 
ihicfc bluket of snow 
Itesdqr as freezing lem- 
. pOUXea hroog ht ehnftc to 
jpwrii of ibe coQtineiu. 

As transport systems 
didtcRd (0 a halt and einer- 
geacy smices moved into 
ovisdrive, fortcaszm 
iranied the arede snap was 
likely to costinue in several 
areas. 

BJizzank oag^d over 
2.DOO cfaivers in their cars 
Qvendgbt in souihem 
Scotland and brou^t dov. n 
power lines across Britain, 
kaving mote than 25.000 
homes without eketridry. 

Snow drifted up to two 
metres de^ in places and 
one motoring organisation 
described conditions as a 
‘^tetnate**. 

Danish govemioent ice> 
hretfeers went into actioo 
for the first time io nearly a 
decade to clear channels 
between JuUaiid and the 
islands of Fuoen arid 
Zealand, where the capiraJ 
Copeohageo is situated. 

Another icebreaker was 
sem to the Oresund Channel 
between Zealand and 
Sweden, where drifting ice 
bas disrupted high-speed 
sbunles between 

Copenhagen and the 
Swedish port of Maimo. 

Tenqwnuures in Denmark 
have Ut lows of minus IS 
Celsius (five degrees 
Fshrenheit) while the 
Swedish coital Stockholm 
has seen minus 30 degrees 
Celrius (minus 22 
Fahrenheit). 

In France, snow blanketed 
ibe northwest regions of 
Brittany and Nonnandy, 
paralysiag numerous roads 
and prompting authorities 
to dose schools in several 
areas. 

Police said more dian a 
foot of snow (30 ems) fell 
in some jdaces in what 
seemed to be the heaviest 
snowfalls in the region in a 
decade. Rare snow also fell 
in southern France, cover- 
ing the ancient town of 
Nimes. the site of a Roman 
an^ihidKaiie. .n 

German newspapers said 
the country was experienc- 
ing its coldest winter since 
19B6-87. The River Bbe in 
eastern Germany has frozen 
over, bringing barge traffic 
to a staod^ll. 


Overnight ten^iefBcures in 
(he . southern provioce of 
Bavaria were expected to 
fall to minus 20 degrees 
Celsius (minus four 
Fathrenbeit). Firefighters 
told pet^le in Bonh and east 
Germany to fiil ibeir bath- 
tubs with water in case 
pipes froze. 

Rmigh seas, heavy soow- 
£alh and Gizzards dosed 
Romania's Black Sea port 
of Constanta and disrupted 
River Dannbe traffic, trans- 
port offidols said. 

Belgrade (the *Vhiie 
dry") lived up to its name, 
lying under more than 50 
cm (IS inches) of snow 
which have severely dis- 
rupted traffic and seniccs 
throughout the c^tal. 

Tbc dry airpon reopened 
Tuesday morning after 
shutting down Monday in a 
snowstonn. Most ro^ in 
Serbia were open but traffic 
was proceeding w'ith great 
difficulty, the Yugoslav 
Motor Association said. 

The Vienna daily oewspa- 
per Neue Kronen Zeitung 
repoted 33 days of snow- 
fall so far this winter in the 
Ausunin capital and said 
council trucks had cleared 
more than 20'),(XK) cubic 
metres from the streets — 
100 dmes more than during 
bst year. 

To the south, Portugal 
was experiencing one of its 
wettest winters for years 
with rainfall in many places 
triple the norm. Floods have 
killed at least 12 people and 
made more than 1 ,000 
homeless over the past six 
weeks, officials .said. 

Soutbem Spain, io the 
grip of a drought for severai 
years that drained reser- 
voirs, has seen almost con- 


Dnoous ram since 
December which has ruined 
crops and flooded homes. 

beland’s Air-Sea Rescue 
Service resumed a search 
Tuesday for two nsberroen 
missing when their trawler 
sank off the east coast this 
week in heavy storms. The 
body of a third crewman 
was recovered earlier this 
week. 

But the wintry conditions 
were good news for some. 
Police in central England 
arrested a man for stealing a 
vriMelbarrow affer follow- 
ing its tracks ibrou^ the 
snow to his home. 


Nigeria-Cameroon border 
clashes claims 4 lives 


LAGOS (AFP) — Four 
people di^ and 13 were 
injured io clashes between 
Nigerian and Cameroonian 
forces, the Nigerian press 
reported Tue^y, citing 
notary sources. 

Reports said two Nigerian 
sddi^ were killed and two 
injured in clashes in tbc dis- 


puted Bakasri peninsula 
area Saturday. 

Two dviliaos were also 
reported killed, 11 others 
injured and two 
Cameroonian police offi- 
cers taken prisoner. There 
was no official confirma- 
tion of (be repwts. 



fdcles hang from an orange In a Florida grove, as bit- 
terly cold Arctic weather headed south, leaving urange 
trees covered with ice and tourists shivering on beach- 
es. Central Florida farmers tried to protect their 
Cf(^ by using water to dr-ice the fniit and protect 
them from the kiw temperatures (Kculerphotoi 


Tourists shiver, 


oranges freeze as 
storm hits Florida 


TAMPA, Fla. (R) — 

Bitterly cold .Arctic weather 
that numbed the eastern 
two-thirds of the I'niied 
Slates headed south to 
Rorida Mondtiy, leaving 
orange trees covered with 
ice and lourisb shivering 
on beaches. 

Temperatures fell below 
freezing in central Florida, 
damaging some ot the 
state's annual SI. 2 billion 
citrus crop. A record tow of 
19 degrees Fahrenheit 
(minus 7 degrees Celsius) 
was reported in 
iacluonville and in 
Rorida's northern panhan- 
dle the wind chill took the 
mercuiy to minus three 
degrees (minus 20 degrees 
C) io Panama City, fore- 
caizers said. 

There is ice in the fruit, 
defoliation of the trees, and 
damage to new growth," 
said a spokeswoman for die 
Rorida Citrus Mutual 
Growers’ Cooperative. 
Thai means trouble not 
only for this year's crop but 
next year’s too.” 

Rorida orange, strawber- 
ry and vegetable growers 
who spent the weekend 
rushing to |uck their fruit 
said it would take several 
days to determine the 
amount of damage. 
Officials said the freeze 
was not as bod as 1989 
when the state's citrus and 
winter vegetable crops 
were severely damaged. 

Tourists who flocked to 
Rorida to bulk in the sun 


found diciaselves bundled 
up in heavy coats, hats and 
gloves. Mkuiii Beach Hotel 
guests awakened to palm 
trees bending under gusiing 
winds but a few hardy holi- 
daymakers endured a walk 
on sunny beaches normally 
crowded will) .swimmers 

'I’hc only siin-scekcr.s who 
put on bathing suits were a 
trio of models on a maga- 
zine photo session, hopping 
with (he cold and grabbing 
heavy towels Ibr womuh 
between shots. 

“You can’t feel your 
loes," said model Tatiana 
Engelhurdi, "You have to 
dress and undress... Ana it's 
cold out here." 

But even the coldest 
Rorida weather was mild 
compared to the farm belt 
where dozens of deaths 
have been blamed on last 
montli's record-breaking 
bli/zard and on Arctic blast 
that dumped snow, ice and 
sleet from Minnesota south 
to Louisiana last week. 

In some rural areas of 
Minnesota, temperatures 
plunged to minus SO 
degrees (minus S8C)^t the 
weekeixl. 

Emergency workers 
blamed the storm for 11 
deaths in North and South 
Carolina. 10 in Illinois, four 
in Mississippi, three in 
Alabama and one each in 
Georgia and Penn.sylvunia. 


Dole fights to keep Republican campaign lead 




WASHINGTON (R) — 

the first votes of the 
19^ presidential campaign 
about to be cast. Senate 
majority leader Bob Dole is 
struggling to stay ahead of 
Ids RepiAiican rivals amid 
doubts any of them can beat 
Pii^dem Bill Climon.^ 

Republicans in Louisiana 
can vote Tuesday in caucus- 
es fiw their presidentia] can- 
riid wie to face Mr. Clinton 
next November. But only 
three of the nine candidates 
are on ibe ballot so die out- 
come should not be of great 
sigDlficaoce. 

The first real test will 
come next Monday in Iowa, 
to be followed eight days 
later by the New Han^shirc 
primat^. Polling data is con- 
fusing from b<^ slates but 
suggests Sen. Dole is neck- 
and-neck with millioDaire 
publisher Sieve Forbes, who 
has surged in the post two 
weeks bm may be peaking. 

"71k is difficult but it 
is clear Sen. Dole has lost 
^onnd in both Iowa and 
New Hampshire, reflecting 
a lack of enthusiasm for him 
among Republicans," 
Kariyn Keene, who .stupes 
polls for the Americas 
Eflttfprise Institute. 

In three polls in New 
Hampshire released 

Mon^y Mr. Forbes was 
narrowly ahead of Sen. 
Dole in two and behind in a 
third. In a Dartmouth 


College poU, Mr. Forbes led 
Sen. Dole 29 per cent to 25 
per cent. 

In a New York Post poll, 
.Mr. Fo(^ led Sen. Foie 
23.5 per cent to 22.1 per 
cenL A daily traddng poll 
by Ibe American Research 
Croup had Sen. Dole’s sup- 
port stablising at 25 per cent 
with Mr. Foi^ leveling out 
ai 18 per cenL Conservadve 
columnist Pat Buchanan 
seemed to be moving up 
and was now tied with .Mr. 
Foibes. 

Mr. Buchanan is one of 
the throe Republican on ihe 
b^loi in Louisiana, along 
with Texa.s Senator Phil 
Gramm and conservative 
talk show host Alan Keyes, 
and could receive some 
additional media attention if 
he wins there. 

One difficulty w’ith 
polling in .New Hampshire 
is (hat independents are 
allowed to vote in the 
Republican primaiy. but no 
one knows how many actu- 
'ally will. Polls that include a 
larger number of indepen- 
dents in the sample tend to 
show Mr. Forbes leading 
Sen. Dole. 

In Iowa the problem is try- 
ing to gauge how many peo- 
ple will show up on what 
will likely to be a frigid 
night to vote at the 2, M3 
local caucus meetings. 

The Republican scrap >b 
good news for .Mr. Clinton, 


who is the first Democratic 
president since the 1930s to 
be um^rposed for his party's 
nomination. While the 
Republicans rip each other 
apw Mr. Ginton ha.s float- 
ed above the fray, looking 
presidential. 

*"njc Ginton White 
House is doing quite well. If 
it were not for the 
Whitewater uncertainties, 
Ginton would he looking 
quite imposing for the fait 
election," said David 
^^'insfon, a polling analyst 
for the Politics USA On- 
Line Service. 

Mr. Keene noted that if a 
president’s approval ratings 
held above 50 per cent into 
the spring nr an election 
year he generally wim in 
November. Mr. Clinton's 
ratings are now in the low 
.5Us. 

One New Hampshire poll 
published Sunday hy the 
Concord Monitor iu>ked 
Republican voters if they 
were enthusiuslic about any 
of their candidute.s. Only 
per cent said they wcfi*. 

They were then asked 
which of vurioits 
Republican c.'indidaies 
could beat Mr. Clinton. 
Only 36 per cent thought 
Sen. Dole could beat the 
president, 34 per cent 
thought iMr Forbes could 
beat him and the rest scored 
below 15 per cent. 

One quarter of New 


Hampshire Republicans 
said in the New York Post 
poll that they thought Mr. 
Clinton deserved re-elec- 
tion. 

Most analysts do not 
believe Mr. Forbes can beat 
Sen. Dole in the long haul 
but they say his campaign 
has exposed what could be 
some deadly weaknesses for 
Sen. Dole. 

“Dole would prob.'ibiy 
have a difficult time against 
Ginron,” said Cbarle.s 
Jones, a political analyst at 
the University of 
Wisconsin. “It has always 
been difficult for Senate 
majority leaders, u ho-^c job 
involves building consensus 
and iiiuving legislation, to 
run for president, which 
involves iinicuiaiing a mes- 
sage," Mr. Junes said. 

Sen. Dole's legislative 
reflexes often seem to 
reas.scn themselves on the 
campaign trail. Last Friday, 
he proposed holding nation- 
al hearings on his rival 
Sieve Fotbes' “flat ia.\" pro- 
[losal hardly a ringing 
campaign message. 

"Once the senator, always 
the senator. 'ITiis is not a 
man who functions well ns a 
presidetilial candidate and 1 
think '.his pri/c will elude 
him.'' said Allan Lichimim, 
a primcul scientist with the 
Anerican University. 
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Taiwan seeks to calm 


war of words with China 


T.Airei (AFPj — Taiwan 
Tuesday sought to calm its 
war of words with Beijing 
after another day of jitters 
over China’s rqxwred plans 
to hold large-scale loilitacy 
exercises on the Nationalist 
island's doorstep. 

Shuiuiing his usual crib- 
cism of ulna for fueliag 
the tensions in the Taiwan 
Strait. Taiwanese Preskknx 
Lee Teng-Hui seized the 
occasion of the earthquake 
disaster in the southwestero 
Chinese province of Yunnan 
to sound a conciliutoty note. 

“There was a big earth- 
quake in Yunnan and seri- 
ous casualties," .Mr. Lee 
said while uuuiguraiuig his 
campaign office in Miaoli, 
south of Taipei. ‘This is the 
lime for all of us here to 
exercise our love for our 
compoiriocs and to help the 
people there. 

"We are all Chiriese peo- 
ple We should help each 
other," he said, adding that 
the Tove for our compatri- 
ots IS not changed by any 
differences in p^iiica! ide- 
ologies." 

He insisted that the 
removal of Taiwan's state of 
emergency on .Mas 1, 1991, 
easing hostilities with 
China, reflected die govern- 
ment's efforts to improve 
relations with the mainlarxl. 

But China was in no mood 
for compromise with the 
island it regards as a rene- 
g:kJe province that will one 
day return to the mainland's 
control. 

In a scathing attack pub- 
lished by .Xinhua. Beijing 
accused Mr. Lee of plotting 
since hi.s student days of 
creating an independent 
Taiwan. 

"Lee Teng-Hui hid his 
intention for advocacy of 
ilie 'independence of Tai- 
wan.’ he wofked for the 
Kuomintang fer a long time 
until rising to the ‘pc^’ of 
power in Taiwan." the 
1 .OUO-word commentary 

alleged. 



Taiwanese soliders load up missnes during a military exercise held by the defense 
mintstry off the coast of the edbiern county of Hualien Tuesday. The ministry said the 
exercise was routine and was not related tn recent tensions between Taiwan and 
China (Reuter pfaolo) 


it said Mr. Lee formed an 
"iron triangle" with two 
pr<>indepen^nce aciiviNis. 
Peng Ming-Min and Liu 
Ching-Rui, and that he 
r»ecretly kept in contact with 
his "super-aide" Mr. Peng 
during the latter's exile in 
the L'niied Stoics. 

.Mr. Peng is u candidate 
running against Mr. Lee in 
Taiwan's .March 23 presi- 
dential elections, a vote 
widely .seen as a waiershed 
in the island's history. 


.Although China has publi- 
cally said the polls are of no 
significance to Taiwan's sta- 
tus. the attack on .Mr. Lee. 
who is the odds-on 
favourite to become the 
island’s first democratically 
eleaed president, revealed 
deep feors from Eleijing 
over ibe island’s destiny. 

Mr. Peng and .Mr. Lee 
"both viobte the fundamen- 
tal interests of the Chinese 
nation, including those of 
the people from Thiw'an... 


the> ore doomed to failure," 
ihe a.'iu-ie said. 

T>,e cosernmcni here, dri- 
ven o:i the mainland after 
losing a civil war to the 
Oinese Communists in 
1949, has in recent \eors 
permitted private and trade 
e.vchanges with China. It 
still holds eventual reunifi- 
cation with the mainland as 
a state policy. 

But .Mr. Lee's “private” 
trip to the United States in 
June enraged China, which 
interpreted the visit as an 
attempt to promote Tai- 
wo.'i's independence. 

Beijing retaliated by hold- 
ing two rounds of missile 
tests and a large-scale mili- 
tary drill near the island, 
and running vicious attacks 
against .Mr. Lee for four 
days running. 

l^ss reports* say China 
will hold tw*o other rounds 
of huge military exercises 
this week and early next 
month to imumdate the 
Nationalist island. 


The Taiwan Bourse fell 
farther Tuevdav us nerves 
mounted over tenviim with 
Chino. 

Shore prices lost l.S per 
cent, with Taiwan’s weight- 
ed price index closing at 
4,690.22 points, dTown 
69.03. 

In a bid to c.'dm people 
here and boost their confi- 
dence in (he government, 
the Defence .Vliniscry has 
held two days of military 
exercises in Hu.dien, easa- 
em Taiwan. 

The Taiwan Defence 
.Ministry also said it hod 
delected no unusual troop 
movements but added 
Nationalist troops would 
remain on the alert during 
the Lunar .New Year, which 
this year falls on Feb. 19. It 
also appealed for public 
calm. 

Washington, meanwhile, 
was urging Asian govern- 
ments to “do everything 
necessary" to calm leorion 
between Beijing and Taipei. 


S. Korea’s Kim rallies party on anti-graft platform 


SEOUL (R) — South 
Korean PrKident Kim 
Young-Sam Tuesday set out 
an election platform for his 
ruling parry vows to 
end corrupDOO, stamp out 
"rotten politics” and ensure 
the military never again 
grabs power. 

Add^sing 12,000 cheer- 
ing supporters, Mr. Kim 
appealed for a clear man- 
date for his revamped and 
renamed New Koea Party 
in general elections in April. 

’The starit choice for vot- 
ers. he told party faithful 
packed into a Se^ spons 
stadium for a national con- 
vention, is "stability or con- 
fu.sion". 

“We have to put an end to 
rotten politics. The practice 
of Ixiying and selling seats 
in the National Assembly 
must be tenninaied once 
and for all." be said. 

The platform draws on 
Mr. Kim's growing stature 
as an anii-gt^ campaigner 
following the arrest and 
detention of two former 
presidents, Oiun Doo Hwon 
and Roh Tae-Woo, on cor- 
ruption and other charges. 

Mr, Kim is hoping his 


party will cruise to victory 
on a national wave of revul- 
sicMi against the corrupt 
excesses of his military- 
backed predecessors. 

“The fact that two former 
presidents are under arrest 
is a national misfrvtune and 
disgrace," he said. 

"Grabbing power through 
a coup d'etat and amassing 
a fortune by abusing power, 
however, should never be 
allowed to hiq^pen again in 
this land.” 

Tlie rally rolled out what 
will become the party’s ral- 
lying slogan in the first 
elections to the National 
Assembly under a civilian 
presideoL '‘Reform within 
staUlity". 

It is a slogan that address- 
es a popular desire for clean 
govemment while nodding 
to anxieties that political 
turmoil could threaten eco- 
nomic growth. 

"Social siabilit>' without 
reform is stagnation: reform 
without stability is chaos," 
Mr. Kim said to tbu.id'rous 
applause from his auoience. 
many of them bolding aloft 
colourful plastic batons and 
waving national flags. 


Mr. Kixn said a vote 
against the ruling party 
could be a vote for the kind 
of street violence, demon- 
strations and labour unrest 
that engulfed the country in 
the late 1980s when the 
opposition held a parlia- 
memary majority. 

At th^ time Mr. Kim was 
an opposition leader. 

“Without securing a com- 
fortable majority io tbc 
National .Assembly we will 
no longer be able to cany 
out ch^ges and reforms," 
he said. 

The coDveotioD included a 
raucous stage show featur- 
ing everything from a dark- 
suited crooner to young pop 
stars. 

its upbeat mood contrast- 
ed with national gloom fol- 
lowing the arrest of Mr. 
Chun and .Mr. Roh and rev- 
elations that the former gen- 
erals sidmxned hundreds of 
millions of dollars from 
business tycoons while in 
office. 

The elections are widely 
seen as a bellwether for next 
year's presidential vote. 

.Mr. IGm is constitutional- 
ly barred from seeking a 


second term, but he must 
keep bis parliamentary 
majority to avoid becoming 
a lame duck in South 
Korea’s U.S.-style presiden- 
tial system. 

Crushed in local elections 
last June, the ruling party 
had been widely seen head- 
ing for another drubbing 
before Kim launched his 
anti-graft drive. 

Last December the party 
changed its name to signal a 
break from its ties to a polit- 
ical machine built by Mr. 
Chun and Mr. Roh. The 
party was created through a 
1990 merger between two 
opposition groups, one led 
by Mr. Kim, and Mr. Rob’s 
ruling camp. 

Yet its past has returned to 
haunt (he parry with allega- 
tions last week by Mr. Chun 
that he paid the equivalent 
of about $125 million to 
politicians and journalists 
since 1990 to prepare a 
political comeback. 

Mr. Chun still has infiuen- 
tial loyalists within the rul- 
ing camp and their integrity 
is now being colled into 
question. 


Aftershocks hamper relief after deadly China quake 


BEIJl.NG (R) — More than 
1,000 aftershocks have rat- 
tled southwest China’s 
Lijiong region since a killer 
weekend eanl^uake, ham- 
pering relief work os the 
number of shoitered homes 
soared to 330,000, officials 
said Tuesday. 

Braving a rare cold snap, 
many of the hundreds of 
thousands of people left 
homeless by Saturday's 7.0- 
magninide earthquake hud- 
dled in terror ouidoors 
rather than enter damaged 
houses as the earth contin- 
ued to shake, they said. 

The death toll has climbed 
to 246 with 15,000 injured, 
3.837 of them seriously, 
said rescue coordinators 
reached by telephone 
Tuesday in the Yunnan 
provincial capital. 

Kunming, 

“The eurth is still shaking 
and we are really scared," a 
newspaper reporter in 
Lijiang said by telephone. 


He said he had entered the 
building to fetch something 
he needed outside when he 
heard the telephone. ">\'e 
prefer to work outside." 

More than 3,000 troops 
and armed police were sent 
from neighbouring Sichuan 
province to help 2,(K)0 sol- 
diers scouring the rubble of 
mud-brick homes for any 
more dead, officials said. 

The tally of collapsed 
homes had surpassed 
330,000. Entire villages 
were obliterated. Worm 
clothing, shelter and medi- 
cine were in desperately 
short su{^iy, officials said. 

“There aren’t enough 
tents and some people just 
sleep on pieces of wo^." 
the reporter said. “It is real- 
ly cold, especially at four or 
five o'clock in the morn- 


ing. 

Reliel i^pplies from 
China and oversea.s hud 
begun pouring into the 
mountainous region ot 


Yunnan province, accessi- 
ble from Kuruning only by 
small aircraft or over rutted, 
twisting reads. 

Beijing pledged 20 mil- 
lion >'uan ($2.4 million) in 
new state emergency aid as 
well as 5, OCX) iDones of fuel, 
1(10,000 padded gannems 
and hund^s of tents, the 
Xinhua .News Agency said. 

Some SO millitHi yuan 
(S9.6 million) in aid was 
delivered .Monday, includ- 
ing cash and material dona- 
tions from Taiwan, Hong 
Kong and Japan as well as 
(Chinese agencies, firms and 
individuals. 

Top priority was airlifting 
clothing, quills, medicine 
and tents to Lijiang, a 
region ’2,00U kilometres 
southwest of Beijing and 
known for its scenic teauty, 
with ethnic Naxi villages 
nestled below snow-cap^ 
Jade Dragon Snow 
Mounuun. 

.Alore a---i-i:ince was 


needed despite a good ini- 
tial response to Sunday's 
Red Cros.s of China appeal, 
officials said. 

"We aie now asking for 
donations of clothing and 
quills," a Yunnan provincial 
official said from Kunming, 
None of the l.OUO after- 
shocks recorded by late 
Tuesday registered more 
than the 6.0-tnjgniudc 
.shock that jolted residents 
in Monday’s early-morning 
darkness, officials said. 

The main tremor Saturday 
was the worst in Lijiang 
since the 13U} cemmy and 
China’s deadliest in eisht 


years. 

An American lourist who 
was injured at Tigci 
Leaping Gorge on the 
Yangtze River was "not in 
danger of dying” and taken 
with 21 fellow foreign trav- 
ellers to a safe area. Font 
others hud slight injuries, an 
official in Kunming said. 


Lcf 
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Credibility starts at home 


HIS ROYAL Highness Crown Prince Hassan has 
been urging and pushing for, over the past two 
decades, genuine reforms in the education pro- 
cess and the creation of an information system 
that would Imd itself to more educated and 
sound decisions and analysis by politicians, 
economists, researchers and writers. 

Ten years have passed since the Kingdom held 
its famous conference on educational reform. It is i 
the conference that produced volumes of docu- I 
meats containing the gm'delines for correcting | 
and enhancing the educational process. As late as { 
last summer. Crown Prince Hsssan sent a letter | 
to the Minister of Higher Edocation complaining 
that the ootpnt of bask education was so weak 
tiiat the quality of university graduates could not 
be but poor. If we then take into consideration 
that many of the university graduates who cannot 
find jobs with the private sector end up being 
employed as schoolteachers ^ with low pay — 
we can see how the vicious cirde goes on and on. 

! Meanwhile and despite the creation a few years 
ago of a National Information Centre, informa- 
tion and data remain a scarce commodity. Or, 
even when th^ are available, they'are rarely 
circulated or exchanged as the Crown IVince was 
saying yesterday. The side that unfortunately has 
been hiding infonnation is the government itself; 
and, let us face it, it is the government that has 
most informatioo. 

What Is mind-bogglio^, in the field educa- 
tion is the fact that the countiy’s leadership has 
been insistently railings as did Prince Hfl«gnn last 
night, for a genuine idorm the educational 
system to turn It into one based on logic and 
reason. One obstacle to this oideavour, 
however, is that the funds allocated to edocation 
are much below the ambitions of many Jorda- 
nians, especially the educators themselves. Good 
teachers and real reformers require more pay; 
universities and schools need more facilities that 
require a bigger slice of the budget. 

Informatitm is different. The problem there 
has to do witii the prevailii^ culture, especially in 
the bureaucracy. What is mostly needed in this 
r^ard is the enactment of a fivedom of informa- 
tion law* Except for a few types of data that 
pertain to natioaal security or personal deUute, 
all information must be made available to every 
citizen, particularly to the sodal scientists, re- 
searchers and the media. 

We hope, therefore, that the new government 
of Abdul Karim Kabariti, mandated by His 
Majesty the King .to bring about profound 
change, would start by reforming those two 
sectors; education and information, which are 
nltimately two faces of the same coin. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


DISCUSSING THE new goveroment of Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti, a columnist in A1 Ra'i duly 
said the Jordanians do not expect miracles from the 
new Cabinet, stressing that the change of ^es does not 
mean a magic solution for the country's chronic prob- 
lems. Fabd Al Fanek said that Jordanians pity the new 
government because of the magnitude of the tasks it is 
focing in implementing King Hussein's directives. The 
new government has been instructed to carry out a 
white revolution to eradicate corruption and weakness 
in government adnunistratioa and to reexamine old 
policies, the status and the performance of key oficials* 
be pointed out Cautioning the public agunst excessive 
optimism and hopes wluch can not be fulfilled 
overnight, the writer said that Jordanians should take a 
lesson from the past experience when they expected too 
much from the peace process, from the Amman eco- 
nomic summit and the successive governments. The 
writer said that the new government which represents 
all blocs in Parliament should be given a chance to per- 
form its duty before passing judgment on the reuslts. 


JORDANIANS EXPECT the new government to direct 
its attention to domestic issues for which a genuine 
white revolution is required, said Saleh Qallab in Al 
Dustour. There is urgent need for efforts on the pan of 
the Cabinet to woik in hannony to remove all distor- 
tions that marred Jordan’s beautiful image for so tong 
and to end corruption and abuse of audiority by admin- 
istration officials, said the writer. After the first few 
days of receiving congratulations, the new government 
will settle down to do serious work and it will find itself 
facing a very heavy re^j^sibility in tackling chronic 
problems for which drastic solutions are required , stud 
the writer. It is to be recalled that all the previous gov- 
ernments had pledged to pursue the path of democracy, 
to deal firmly with all forms of corruption and to place 
the right person in the right position, but all that went 
up info thin air, said the writer. What is wanted from the 
new government, he added, is to translate the King’s 
directives into practice so as to win the confidence of 
the people and do a really good service to the nation 


Dole drops and now must 


fight Forbes to win 


SENATOR BOB Dole's can^gn for the {res- 
idency is in trouble. After mootlu as the uocon- 
tested leader of the race for tte Republican 
aommatioii, suddenly the senator has taken a 
bard fall in key states* and is being forced to 
work in an efft^'to recover. 

The two reasons most often cited for Mr; 
Dole's difficulties are his weak respemse to 
President Clinton’s JaiL 20 State of Uiuon 
address and the enormous amount of money 
spent on anti-Dole television ads by one of his 
challengers* multi-millionaire Steve Forbes. 

Mr. Efole's response to Clinton was weak* 
not in content, but in style. Even his Republican 
supporters complained that the Senator looked 
too old, too stiff* and that his tone was too 
harsh. 

A press frenzy followed. It was as if tibe 
natioaal media bad been waiting for a Dole slip. 
After Mr. Dole's speech, they pounced* and for 
four days negative suxies dominated both the 
print m^a a^ the airwaves. 

Mr. Dole's slip coincided with Steve Forbes* 
effort to break into the race. For months after 
announcing, Mr. Forbes quietly boQt his sUtif 
and organisation and bought television advertis- 
ing time in some of the key primary states. The 
early ads simply served to introduce vmers to 
Mr. F(x^ a^ his message of ^qpe* growth 
and qipoituni^." ^Afiekhng only one campaign 
wes^xm* Us call to replace the nadonal tax sys- 
tem with a ‘'flat tax" of 17 per cent Mr. Forbes 
began to slowly inch bis way upward in the 
poUs. 

But Mr. Forbes has another weapon: a person- 
al fortune of over $400 million. All the otiier 
presidential ht^fols are raising money accord- 
ing to federal campaign fu^nce l^s that 
require them to adhere to strict reporting 
requirements, impose a limit of $1,000 from 
each contributor, and estUilish strict spendiog 
limits in each state (for exairqile, a total spend- 
ing limit of $600*0(X) in New Hampshire). Mr. 
Forbes, like Mr. Foot in 1 992, has taken advan- 
tage of a lot^hole in the election law which sets 
no limit on the amount of money individuals 
may use to finance their own canq^aign. So 
while some of odier campaigns have nearly 
reached their spending lintits, Mr. Forbes has a 
virtual open field to buy amd spend. And he has. 

In the past month* Mr. Forb» began his sprint 
to the finish line. So far* estimates are that Mr 
Forbes has spent $10 million on television 
advertising alone. One television st^on in New 
Hampshire iep(»ts Uiat Mr. Forbes has bought 
virtually all ibeir. availUile advertising time. 
Reports firom the stare indicate diat every fifteeu 
minutes a statimi runs at least one, if not two. 
Forbes ads. 

Mt Dole once held a commanding 20 point 
lead in tbe New Hampshire polls. One New 
Hanq>sture observer characterised die Foibes 
surge* saying: *You are witnessing the total 
domination of the electroiuc media in a small 
place by one man, aod be has succeed by that 
one means in bringing the fixmt-ruener down to 
where he can be lea^y challenged." 

Tbe ads* wtddi have had so much effect* are 
sharply critical of Foibes* opjroneats and pro- 
mote Us campaign themes of a "flax tax” and 
opposition to what be calls "Washington poli- 
tics” as usual. 


Most recent polls show Mr. Foibes beating 
Mr. Dole in New Hampshire by 6-8 per cent 
Polls also show Mr. Dole in trouble in Iowa and 
in Arizona, And in Alaska and Louisiana* two 
states where conservative Republicans domi- 
nate tbe party’s politics, Mr. Buchsman has 
emerged as die fiont-ruDoer. 

While Mr. Dole's State of the Union respemse 
and Mr. Fcxbes* moDQr are obvious factors to 
note as reasons for this upheaval in the Repub- 
lican contest for the nonwation. others factovs 
also must be examined. 

Mr. Dole, who has been unsuccessful in two 
previous races for the presidency, tried hard to 
do everything right this time. He has secured 
eodorsemeot from virtually the entire Republi- 
can establishment: more t^ two-thiids of tbe 
Republican governors, state party chairs and 
leading dected officials have all endorsed his 
candidacy. He has carefiilly crafted his image to 
fit tbe image demanded of the mcieasiagly 
powerful right wingfof his party. Since his le^- 
ing opponent was another Senator, he retained 
control over the senate during tbe primary 
process. 

Fix’ the most part* this strategy has worked as 
expected. Most recent national polls of Repub- 
lican voters stiU show Mr. Dole maintaining a 
huge lead over tbe other Republican ch^- 
lengers. The roost recent national poll showed 
Mr. Dole beating Mr. Foibes 45-15 per cent 

But tbe primary primaries are not a national 
contest They are fou^t state-by-state* aiuJ in 
the beginning it is one state at a tinre. This is 
where Mr. Forbes bas succeeded. As in a horse 
race tbe initial froot-ninner often tires. Dole’s 
leads in key states have evaporated as Mr. 
Foibes has portrayed him of touch and Mr. 
Dole’s own ^iformance on Jan. 20 reinforced 
an image of Mr. Dole as an old man and some- 
what boring. And, just as tbe Republican prima- 
ry field enters the home stretch, Mr. Forbes 
explosion has dominated the media with attacks 
and new ideas. Tbe fact that Mr. Forbes has 
never woo an election* never served in Wash- 
ington and is a "political outsider” — all these 
are themes that he has used to his advantage 
against his opponents. 

Not unlike Mr. Perot in 1992, Mr. Forbes has 
used frustration with Washin^on politics as a 
tiieme, and it is resonating with many discour- 
aged voters, including those who conrider 
ttemselves independents. It is in large measure 
independent voters who are flocking to Forbes’ 
camp in N^ Hampst^ and Iowa. They are 
looking for an alteinative to whit they consider. . 
tbe stale ideology of the right wing to whom Mr. 
Dole and the other RepubUcaiL'challeiigeis have 
directed their campai^s. 

Mr. Dole's slip in bis State of the Union 
respo^e would not have been so problematic 
were it not for tbe way foe media collectively 
pounced on tbe Senator in the days that fol- 
lowed. In foct. very few Americans actually saw 
Dole's speech. They only know about it forough 
unfavourable news reporis. 

All of this points to an example of foe role foat 
the media and money (used for advertising) 
j^ays in shaping foe perceptions foat become 
reality in U.S. politics. 

Mr. Forbes, again like Mr. Perot before him in 
1992, is showing that money can buy a seat at 


process by saying: 'Tirst they (foe media) love 
him (Forbes) ai^ use him for his nuisance 


T hinking locally, actiim globally 


By John Perry Barlow 


IN EARLY JANUARY, a 
prosecutor in Munich 
managed, almost casually, 
to strike a global blow 
against freedom of expres- 
sion. Though be is a per- 
son of such obscurity foat 
most of the accounts I've 
read of this incident didn’t 
even meution his name, be 
has been able to constrict 
tbe ioforaiation flow fev 
some 4 nullion {reople in 
140 countries. 

He did this merely by 
telling •CompuServe, the 
world’s second largest 
online-service provider, 
that it was brealdog 
Bavarian law by giving 
Gennans access to Usenet 
discussion groups 

believed to include explic- 
it sexuality. A strangely 
terrified CompuS^e 
responded by removing 
any newsgroups whose 
title contained foe word 
sex. gay or erotic, fous 
blocking access to ail sub- 
scribers, not just those in 
Germany. Given foe cen- 
tralised nature of its oper- 
ations ^ and the decen- 
tralised nature of Usenet 
— this was. according to 
CompuServe, foe only 
way it could comply. 

llius were CompuServe 
subscribers prevented 
from further discourse on 
whatever they talk about 


in alL sex. bestially, ham- 
ster. duct-tape (wludi 
may exceed even my high 
squeaiDishness ifoe^ld). 
At tbe same time, howev- 
er, they were also barred 
from alt reii^on-sexuali- 
ty (a preoy chaste topic), 
clari. iKws. sex. (wfai^ 
lefostributes wire-service 
storks) and altsex mar- 
sba-claric (the nund 
reels...). 

C^ice again, the jack- 
boots of the Industrial Era 
can be beard stomping 
cluelessly around tbe 
Infobahn. In fact, foe Ger- 
mans did almost nothing 
to stop tbe flow of sexu^ 
materials. The oews- 
groops foat 0>mpuServe 
removed are still ^ive on 
miltions of computers 
worldwide. CompuSen'e 
subscribers in Bavaria or 
anywbM else can singly 
switch to a less timid 
online service and reenter 
foe discussion. As Internet 
pioneer John Giinx^ 
once saud: "The Net inter- 
prets censorship as dam- 
age and routes around it.” 

Such assaults are most 
likely to injure the large 
service providers, sober 
institutions more culfural- 
ly attuned to foeir govern- 
mema] attackers than the 
info-guemlias of cyber- 
space. CompuServe, for 
us cowardice in folding 
without a fight, protebly 
deserves the calumny 


heaped on it by angry 
users. The company says 
it hopes to reopen access 
to all but its Gennan sub- 
scribers as soon as it can 
figure out bow. 

But the issue at stake 
here is larger than whether 
tbe good people of 
Munich can prevent oth- 
ers, half a world away, 
from looking at pictures of 
sexually misused ham- 
sters. These appareevtiy 
trivial struggles may in 
fact be the opening fis- 
sures of a historical dis- 
continuity. 

Tbe re^ issue is control. 
Tbe Internet is too wide- 
spread to be easily domi- 
oated by any sin^e gov- 
ernment. By creating a 
seamless global-econonuc 
zone, terdlerless and 
unregulatable, the Internet 
calls into question the 
very idea of a nation-state. 
No wonder nation-states 
are rushing to get foeir 
levers of control into 
cyberspace while less than 
1 per cent of the world’s 

population is online. 

What the Net offers is 
foe promise of a new 
social space* gloM and 
anusovereign. within 
which anybody, anywhere 
can express to the rest of 
humanity whatever he or 
she believes without fear. 
There is in these new 
media a foreshadowing of 
the imeilectual and eco- 


nomic liberty foat might, 
undo all the authoritarian 
powers on earth. 

Thai's why Germany, 
the People’s Republic of 
C^na and foe U.S. are 
girding to fight foe Net* 
using the popular distaste 
for prurience as foeir 
longest lever. After all* 
who is willing to deftrod 
depictions of sexual inter- 
course with children aixl 
animals? Moving through 
tbe U.S. Congress right 
DOW is a telecommunica- 
tions-reform bill that 
would impose fines of as 
much as $100,000 for 
“indecency” in cyber- 
space. Indecent (as 
opposed to obscene) mate- 
rial is clearly protected in 
print by the U.S. Constitu- 
tion’s Fim Amendment, 
and a large percentage of 
the printed material cur- 
rently available to Ameri- 
cans, whether it be James 
Joyce's Ulysses or much 
of what’s in Cosmpolitan 
magazine, could be called 
indecent. As would my 
saying, right here, right 
now, that this bill is full of 
shit. 

Somehow Americans 
lost such protections in 
broadcast media, where 
coarse language is strictly 
regulated. The bill would 
hold expression on the Net 
to the same standards of 
purity, using far ^ harsher 
criminal .sanctions — 


including jail terms — to 
enforce them. Moreover, it 
would attempt to impose 
foose standards on every 
human who communi- 
cates electronically, 
whether in Memphis or 
Mongolia. Sounds crazy, 
but it's true. 

If foe U.S. succeeds in 
censoring tbe Net, it will 
be in a position to achieve 
far more than smut reduc- 
tion. Any system of con- 
trol that can stop us from 
writing dirty words online 
is a system that can cocw 
trol our collective conver- 
^on in ofoer, more 
important ways. If the 
nation-states perfect such 
methods, they may own 
enough of foe mind of 
mankind to perpetuate 
themselves far beyond 
their usefulness. 

If that sounds overstated 
to you. consider the mil- 
lions of people one prose- 
cutor in Germany was 
able to mute with linle 
more than an implied 
threat. 


John Perry Bariow, a for. 
frier Crmeful Dead lyri- 
cist, cofounded. the Elec, 
tmnic Frontier Founda- 
tion, which defeitds civil 
liberties in cyberspace. He 
lives in V^’oming and New 
l^ork and at 
bardow@eff.org. The arti- 
cle is reprinted from Time 
magazine. 
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the table of political power. In the wedcs and 
months to come, he will seek to answer another 
question: can money buy a major party nomina- 
tion for tbe presidency? 

Until now* what voters know of Mn Forbes is 
his "fiax tax” and his ownership of foe Forb^ 
publishing empire* the flagship of which is 
Foibes nta gnrine (a respected and successful 
business publication founded by bis fefoer). Mr. 
Forbes vast wealth was inherit^ 

With only a few wedcs remaining before the 
key Iowa and New Hampshire contests, Forbes 
opponents have begun to counter-attack. While 
tbe targets of the attacks are Mn Forbes' wealth* 
which is surprising for Republicans, Mr. Dole 
and Mr. Gramm have also been critical of 
Forbes’ "overly sinqilistic” flat tax, his inexpe- 
rience which led one Dole ad to critidse Mi. 
Foibes for his "rislty and untested” ideas. And 
in an effort to critidse both die manner in which 
Mr. Foibes' has risen and remind foe voters of 
how Mr. Foibes inherited his wealth, Mr. Dole 
has noted that *Tbis office is not for sale.... 
You’ve got to get it tbe old-fashioned way — 
you've got to earn iL” 

With Mr. Foibes surging forward in key 
states, foe media is also beginning to take note 
of the wedthy d^engei. First came foe big 
build-up (cover stories in major news weeklies 
and flattering interviews on t^vision), but now 
the res&tich divisions of the major papers will 
work to nneaith what can about Us back- 
ground. 

One Dole supporter commented on this i 


AS ONE of the broad mass 
of pet^le whose interest ut, 
and knowledge of, homan 
psychology woold have to 
grow to be even coisoiy, ] 
still have my momoits of 
weakness* when I wonder 
if Freud did not have a 
point after alL 1 mean* cer- 
tain aspects of humaa 
behaviour temain ine:^c- 
able even if one contrives 
to identify successfully the 
cause and effect 
Tate for instance foe 
mutation foat occurs when 
aperson is appointed in ^ 
Uvil Status Department 
Up to foat point* be is prob- 
ably a caring family nun* a 
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him (Forbes) and use him for his nuisance 
value. They'll trash him when he gets too 
close.” 

What is not certain is whether the candidates' 
counter-attacks and anticipated media exposure 
will lake effect soon enough to stop Mr. Forttes* 
suige and save Mr. Dole's campaign. Or. since 
Mr. Dole's campaign was based on thin popular 
support anyway, can Mr. Ifole recover? yet 
another Republican emerge from the pack to 
take tbe lead in the latter states? 

At this point, none of the answers are clear, or 
even cle^y hinted As one Republican party 
official told me: "We are certainly entering a 
dark tunnel. A week ago we thought we kii^ 
where we were going. Now evetyfoing has 
changed” 

That outlook may be too bleak* bot what is 
clear is that tbe R^ublican race is goii^.fo te-. 
for more competitive and interestUig than was 
originally expired 

' Dole 1^ begun to use all of bis assets in 
an eftbrt to come back in Iowa and New Hamp- 
shire. New Hampshire's popular Republican 
governor is now vigorously campaigning ftxr 
Mr. Dole and attadung Mr. Foibes. In Iowa* 
where gcass-FOots mobUisatioo remains the key 
to victory, Mr. Dole is counting on tbe organi- 
sation be overhauled after his disappointing fin- 
ish in foe straw poll last foil to overcome tbe 
Forbes challenge. 

Mr. Dole, once tbe undisputed leader, has 
found foat his support was strong but very thin. 
Now that he bas slipped bis campaign finds 
that it cannot coast to victory — it must fight 
hard if foeir candidate is to recover and win. 
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bis foir share of brain S; 
power, and a reasonable coir 

capacity to exercise logic, Oii' 

But from tbe moment when ^ ,‘T 
he is entrusted with a bdl i 

point pen and a rubber 
stanq>* be goes berserk. 

Now we' have identified -c \ 

tbe cause of tbe aberrant re 

behaviour, and its effect 
However, dia^osing what 
goes on in tbe bumao nund 
to {iroduce such a complete 
departure from normal rea- 
sonafole behaviour, is a 
question that defies logic. 

At first one attempts to 2S2J. ^ 

find explanation in terms of 
environmental conditions. 

But this is a oniversal pbe- !; ^ - 

nomenon foat transcends b •' 
political and cultural bor- ~ 

d^. Take, for instance foe ■*"“ 

case of the Westeni di{>lo- 

mat, serving in a Western UElMf 
counoy other than his own* 
who went to tbe civil status 

department of tbo host 

coun^ to register foe birth m yfggg gj 

of his son. Tbe proud ° 
jfotber was Jpfqnned inpch . x 

I ^ his amazement, tiiu be ^ ' 

. ’(^uld not haWa hiifo ruk:. V 

vlft^icate issued for bis prog- ..imm 

eoy unless be produced 
certificate attesting to his 
own noo-decease. m 

This story took place in ^ V.c 
one of the major indosiri- 
alised. and technology '• s :«.t 
transferring coontties. ' i: 

Comp^ it, just to prove 
the ^int, wifo what hap- 
pened in Jordan a year and 
a half ago, when I went to 2 
the civil status department 
to procure a death certifi- 
cate for my late fofoez. The 
officer in question request- U 

ed a certificate chat the 
d^d was exenqHBd 
from military service. , 

Ironically, the affliction »ifeliie,n7hri 
seems contagions because, 

■ocksj a:i 

after even such a brief means th^ 
exposure to tbe rubber poorest a^^ 
stamp, it did not occur to ^ Erector fo- 
me to ask foe officer if he harsh 

had taken leave of his sens- '‘"•mber of peoc 
es, and what. possiUe 
penalty could be meted ?P''P«lation oj 
even on a deserter, who has fooj ,n 

tbe cunning to perish {mi 
before the long arm of tiie 
law gets the better of him. 

Inst^ I merely asked for 
clarification, whether he 
meant an exemption from Tebrai] 

the Jordanian "Oaoman 
I military, since my fsfoer 30 pec 

bad been bora in Amman in A 

2904* and therefore he bad 
been an Ottoman citizen WbuttaiS?®” 
before gaining the Jordan- ^whoKl??®® 
I ian nationality. 

It was interesting enough (l ■ 

to notice foat tbe symptoms ^^^OUndoH 
did not last Once outride, 
and after a few deep inhala- l AFPi ^ 
tions of fresh air* it dawned rivy 
on me wliat an awfully ^l^oearisra* 
unnecessary waste of time I Tbex 

had undergone, and I fi 

reverted to tbe every^y 
behaviour of normal citi- ^ 

zens, in cursing the day *W®^tianji 
that brought me to a Juj* 
bureaucratic office. win 

Clearly, foe cause is the ?]ps, cia^ 

nibber stamp. A short ^ of 

exposure to this object ^ 
causes only a tempOTaxy . 

lapse into foe absurd, while ^ ^ 

prolonged contact causes 
permanent effects, which oq jT" • 

need to be treated through ^ 
administrative reform. The Piiur-- ® 

data available is incomplete. 
but it should be suffidcni for 
the Medical Association to •'^nire 

register the disease, rubber- jpJJoia|^ 
siarnosis. >\1th some hick we 
may even get some aid mooey the n, 

to rese-4rch it. 
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Voices from the ‘loony bin 
demystify madness 


By Cary Regensireif 
^rH.vrt 

BUENOS AIRES - They 
have a comespoodern on 
Mars, one who dibpaiche» 
news from "above heaven” 
and yet another who dubs 
himself the enq>eror of 
parsioia. 

No, this is no ordinary* 
radio broadca^ iransmitieil 
ftom behind the ft^d pmk 
walls of Borda HtupiLtI in 
Buenos Aires, 

This is "loony radio." 

In om of ArgeotinuS 
largest psychiaiiic wards, 
putems have been produc* 
mg their own mdio prcH 
gramme fcH* five years as 
therapy, and to help demys> 
Dfy madness to tho'^ out- 
side. 

Radio La Colifaia, loony 
ladio in Argcminc slang, is 
taped Saiui^ys and brood- 
casi to Bofda’s 
paiiems. Extracts axe 
played by a dorcn main- 
stieam ra^o staiinns . 

“The insane are rejected 
and i^gimdised by soci- 
ety. 'Rus puts a human 
voice on people who instil 
fe^ in the coRumiOity,** 
said Alfredo Olivera, the 
29-year-oId founder and 
coc^inator of ilkr pro- 
gramme. "!i is a link 
between the inside and out- 
side. We want to break the 
stigma and this helps them 
feel less excluded Iron) 
society." 

Parucipating patients, 
most of whom are psychot- 
ic. wander in and out of 
delirium but, in more lucid 
moments. touchingly 
express their anguish, iteir 
ne^ and ibeir hopes. 

On a recent Saturday, 
^>out IS patients congre- 
gated around an old w(^- 


en table with rjdiineniary 
broadcast equiposni in a 
CGunyaid of tlte msiiiuiion 
that becomes a makeshift 
studio. 

One by one. they intro- 
dutt themselves 

Ever, a Bolivian Indian, 
reports from "above heav- 
en" hilt when he descends 
from his de.'iriom com- 
ments on more earthly 
issues punctualed with 
words in his native 
Queehua tongue. 

Gaiccs, who dabbles in 
homespun philosophy, 
invented the radio's name 
and describes himself as the 
"emperor of paranoia" 
because "1 am more schizo- 
phrenic than every one." 

Ramon Anuro summons 
memones of battle in the 
Falkland^ war agamsi 
Bntain, but also recites 
tolUorc and infonns a visi- 
he won the Nobel Frizc 
seme years ago 

.Alfredo, given t,he nucro- 
pbone, will only sing. 

Angel IS the creator of the 
Biffda tango club. 

On Man. the correspon- 
dent uhere repens. there u 
only love. But on eanh. he 
says, there is only war. 
hunger, cold, sadness and 
pain. 

There is a romantic seg- 
mera of the show in which 
patients sng ballads, fol- 
lowed by the news w-hen 
they read and debate news- 
paper headlines, and inter- 
view each other. 

One laments his family 
has stoj^ied visiting him. 

•‘You are not alone." 
another reassures him. 
"You have 1..VX) family 
members here." 

During the tw'o-hour pro- 
gramme they will smoke 


fninhL'ally. Some wander 
away and tlR'n drift back 
dgum 

One Colifdta success 
story is .Adolfo, a puiieni 
who was accredited lo 
cover Boca Juniors soccer 
dub on Sundays. He was 
disubarged but continued to 
cover matches. Now he has 
topped coming because be 
no longer needs Borda ;is a 
crutch. 

‘Ti's a way to leap ucros.*; 
(he wall," sud Mickey, one 
poiiem who actively partic- 
ipates. "lt*s a link to soci- 
ety." 

Mr. Olivers arrived at 
bi»da in 1990 us a 24-year- 
old psychology student to 
volunteer his ume. 

"1 arrived with fear und 
expectation I was moved, 
overwhelmed by the state 
of abandonment," he said. 
"These people instil fear in 
people. In me they pro- 
duced tendcrocss." 

The radio idea conic a 
year taler when a station 
iisked him to field public 
questions about Bcffda. He 
thought there was no one 
better than the patients to 
anicuiate their cuuccms. 

TTial led to u regular 
weekly Borda column. The 
Ranamerican Health Organ- 
isation recognised it os the 
first radio in the world to 
iM'oadcast from a psychi- 
atric hospital. 

Many stations that 
rebroa^ost the programme 
are community outlets, but 
some are top-rahrd com- 
inercial channels. 

The hoi^ital is indilTer- 
eni, .Mr. Olivera said, not 
obstructing die show but 
not helping. He brings the 
equipment by bus every 
Saiu^y with his wife, psy- 


chologist Maria Celia 
Yfeira. One nxiio staiion 
donated an anienna and 
others conUKtet discs. 

"It’s u marvellous pro- 
ject." said Uliana Manna, 
executive producer on an 
Am del show that 

with u million listeners is 
one of Argeniina's top- 
rated slots. which uses 
the Colifatu reports. “H's 
heartbreaking." 

"'fhese are human beings 
and this helps them to feel 
not like animals. They have 
things to say which are not 
so crazy. Tbi^ say things or 
ask questions we wouldn't 
dare say ot ask." 

Ms. Manna is at a loss to 
expluin radio La Colifaia's 
success with the public, 
"'fhe question is whether 
they feel sorry for them or 
identify with some of (he 
ihiiigs they ure saying." 

'Tf family and triends 
don't come," another Col- 
ifaia comnuntator counsels 
his fellow patients, "it's not 
because ttiey can't come 
but because Ihey don’t want 
lo, not for luck of time or 
opportunity but because of 
lack of inieresi." 

"1 feet alone in the inside 
of my body," muses Mick- 
ey, in a broadcast whose 
rambiing style belies an 
anguish^ deierminaiion to 
return to the world outside. 

"Enough of sorrow, try to 
live a phase of joy and hap- 
piness. try to get my house, 
make a couple and once 
and tor all be a new trouble- 
free person, start from zero 
so things go well, leave 
behind the past or I will 
never triumph in life. These 
ore difficult moments but 1 
must overcome them." 


HElAfC IN nDlEK Sunday 

BIClEr (Ctwtlwied from pate 1) Gulf stales. 

■ ■ — — ■ The infonnaiion minis 

Egypt urges Sudan to hand over suspects 

CAIRO (AP) - Eg™ u.g.d .0 .urn 

three men^ w^ted in the assassinatmn anempr on Dr. Muasher said the Uw vUit; ‘ 
frestdent Hosm Mu^k. saying It nskrt King’s meetings with the It was not immediat 

imemanon^ U.N. becunty Coimd Saudi leaders, were in line clear whether Mr. Mubara 

Sudan to Over the suspem. and the with Jordan’s consistent poii- inviiarion to the King was 

United Stat^ anmuntxd it was withdrawing ail Americans cy of seeking exedlenc rela- a tripaniie summit reporte 

from IIS emb^y becii« of secunty ctmeems (me page 2k tfons with all Arab countries. pro|Kred by S|S Ic 

SudM should not dc^ international public opimm and particularly the countries of. er T^r^Arafai. who 

the Unilcd Nauons and deny the presence of any of those Arab Gulf. seeking wid? Arab Tupp 

inralved in ns remtones. Foreign .MmiUer Amr Musa The very appointment of and Jordanian and Egypt 
,lold rcpoiters. It must not ignore r^tomns because Mr. Kabariti as prime minis- backing in punicular foTi 

th<^ are dany^ matters. It is not in Egypt s interest ler is seen partly owed to the Palestinian slraie^ in "fi, 

thM&dan finditreJfinaworse situan^^^ success he scored as foreign status" negotiarions w 

in, Mr, Mim a^ed. after the June ^6 anempt, minister in achieving break- [srael on lire future of l 

Eot* ajre^d Sudan of inyolycmeni. and relations soured ihroughs in Jordan’s efforts West Bank and Gaza St 

badly. Sudan has denied a role and says it knows nothing lo settle differences with the beginning in Mav 

about the whereabouts of the men. ” ** 

WFP steps up aid to Afghanistan Crown Prince urges interaction 


(Conttoued from pi^gt 1) 

Royal Jordanian, the King- 
dom's national flag carrier, is 
also seeking to resume (lights 
to Kuwait soon. 

Or. Muasher said the 
King’s meetings with the 
Saudi leaders, were 'in line 
with Jordan’s consistent poli- 
cy of seeking excellent rela- 
tions with all Arab countries. 


Gulf states. 

The information minister 
said the King would also visit 
Egypt upon an invitation 
from President Hosni Mubar- 
ak. He did not set u date for 
the visit. 

.It was not immediately 
clear whether Mr. Mubarak'^ 
invitation to the King was to 
a tripaniie summit reportedly 
proposed by Palestinian lead- 


particularly the countries of. er Yasser Arafat, who is 


Arab Gulf. 

The very appointment of 
Mr. Kabariti as prime minis- 
ter is seen panly owed to the 
success he scored as foreign 
minister in achieving break- 
throughs in Jordan’s efforts 
to settle differences with the 


seeking wide Arab support 
and Jordanian and Egyptian 
backing in panicipar for the 
Palestinian strategy in “final 
status" negotiations with 
Israel on the future of (be 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
beginning in May. 


ISLAMABAD (AP) — ■ The World Food Programme 
(WFP) announced Tuesday that it will increase us food 
shipments to Afghanistan’s devastated capital, where most 
people live in the ruins of a protracted civil war. shattered 
by daily rocket attacks and a bitterly cold winter. The 
increase means the WFP will be able to feed 250.U0U of 
Kabul’s poorest and hungriest, said Klaus Kiawitter, WFP 
country director for Afglunistan. Runaway food prices and 
an unusually harsh winter prompted the WFP to increase 
the number of people eligible for its food aid, he said. As a 
! result the WFP will be feeding nearly one-third of the city's 
i total population of 750,000. Mr. Klawiltcr said the WFP 
; has enough food in storage to carry it through the winter. 

5,121 candldttaf for Im't parilameiri afoctiom 

(R) — a total of 5,121 candidatet have 
leoitered to nm in elccdoDS on March 8 for Ins s 27tVseat 
p^hu^c, Tehran Radio said on Monday night. It s^ 
914 eandidaces regisiered to ran for 30 seaa in the capital 

Tehran while 30 people are contesting four seats d esignat ed 

for Don-MnsUms. A qjokesman for an opposibon grotq»^ 
told Reuters that 13 narionalxst and liberal I sU mre candi- 
dates had registered to ran. They arc mostly from the 
mejal but tolerated Freedom Movement and the Nsnonai 
•Front who had boycotted three earlier electioiis to prqicst 
what they say is a lack of freedom to campaign. 

One wounded in Shiite clashes in Lebanon 

TYRE (AFP) — One person was wounded is dishes 
between livsl Shiite Muslim groups in a viUage of South 
Lebanon near bnrel's sclf-dcdired "seenrity zone,” ptto 
- said Tuesday. Tb» said Syrian-backed An^ and Iraniao- 
badeed KizboUah fighters traded mortar, anti-tank rocket^ 
and automatic weapons fire in Kafra lace Monday until the 
army and a joint committee interverred. A 
HMvdlah milifianian W3S WCUndcd aod 3 LVN. peSCekc^ 
er from the Nepalese oontingeatdqirfoycd intbeaieahaox 
tianxrw eseqw with a buUet lodged in his flack-jackei. It 
was the worst dash for more than a year between the two 
groups, both of whicb o^>os6 Israel’s occupation of the 


(Coactukied friom page I) 

i problems among Jordanians 
across the country. Crimes, 
and crimes of honour in par- 
ticular, their causes and 


"The absence of logic and 
philosophy from our curricu- 
lae should be examined if we 
want to expand the horizon 
of the inter-information re- 


1 dinrensions, are not known to ^ voluiion," the Crown Prince 


the public. 

“Will the youth issues 
come to an end? The murder 
of a girt by her brother (is still 
occurring) at a time when we 
are about lo enter the 2lst 
century. What do we know 
about the lives of people and 
their suffering? What do we 
know about crimes?" the 
Crown Prince said. “There 
should be a nucleus for the 
exchange of information and 
Knowledge.*’ 


added at the meeting, which 
was also attend^ by uni- 
versity presidents and profes- 
sors. 

“We should be calling on 
univeniities and research cen- 
tres to work as one team ... 
there should be a qualitative 
leap in changing the social 
conduct," he said. 

“We wish all the success 
for the new government in its 
efforts to bring change," he 
added. 


Iraq, U.N. open oil talks 


Morocco ban« berber culture show 

RABAT (R) — Morocco^ Homan Rights Association 
(AMDH) 00 Monday denounced a government ban on a 
Berber cuiror^ show and said ths violaxed (be oontdcuiion 
and tresic princi|rfcs of free speedi. AMDH said Che 
antborities gave no reason for banning (he show last month 
1^ the independent Berber group, the Association Nottvd- 
le poor la (^)tare et fes Arts Pt^ulaires (ANCAP). ’This- 
decisioo vioiates the consitutional and basic fuindplcs of 
fine spe f^ . We denounce this behaviour whi^ has 
oecuTMta the past." AMDH said. A spokesman for 
ANCAP said this was the fourth time the Interior 
bfinistTyu had banned a pobBc activity by the Berber group 
and noM that it had no political motive, ^fidals at the 
htiman rigbw minis try were noi available for comment. 


an interview wiih the Central 
Bank Governor Isam Hwesih 
in which he predicted that 
sanctions were about to fizzle 
out. 

“The end of the embargo is 
inevitable and is coming 
soon," Mr. Hweish told the 
paper. 

Iraqis are also anxious but 
hopeful that the talks would 
result in an casing of the 

embargo. 

Their uplimism was fuelled 
by a spectacular recovery in 
the national currency’s level 
against the dollar and a mas- 
sive reduction in prices of 
food since Iraq announced on 
Jan. 19 that it was prepared 
to discuxs (he issue. 

“Our hope is that these 


(Codflmied firom page I) 
the Central ‘*1 rhink ihese negotiations 
sam Hwesih Ihe all-embracing 

•dieted that embargo,” Fares, a faihcr-«f- 
K>ut to fizzle five, added. 

In the post few days the 

e embargo is of the dinar 
is coming uollar has fluctuated wildly, 
ish told the reflecting nervousness on the 
markets and in the 
anxious but government-controlled 

talks would . . ^ , 

«.ina nf the dinar, whiCh was trad- 

suig oi me j 

I was fuelled 

recovery in Sunday before dropping w 
rency’s level '“‘W 

r and a mas- “S="". 

II price, of grccnteltonTue«lay.lI»a!. 

iinounced on ““'“'‘i 'h/" •“ 

ras prepared A“S“« 

SU^ 5*0” Kuwait. 

■ th'iki these “Tltes* changes arc signs 


neBarraiioiTwilT pm an e^ <>' f impending lifring of .he 
lu our problems." said c.n'b“r6‘>- The miemuiiona 

''‘■r iminVris^ ft:' 

mryTfhe'l.t^ -P'™','- of -e 


Muslim refugees in 
Serbia fear to go home 


Baghdad. 


capit.il. 


By Jovan Kovack 
Reuicr 

SUIVOVICA. Yugoslavia 
•— Peace in Bosnia has 
brought with it new fears 
for hundreds of Muslim 
men who fled easlern 
Bosnia last year and sought 
refuge uiiiong Serbs. 

The men, living under 
L'.N. proiectioii in a rouj^h 
camp at SIjivovica in wc-u- 
em Serbia near the Bos.^uan 
border, ure frighierred to go 
home. 

Survivors of the Bosnian 
Serb ufTcnsives Uui over- 
ran the fonner U.N. “'ofe 
areas'* of Srebrexuca and 
Zepa last year, the group 
fe:us prosecution by the 
Muslim-led Bo*;niuri guv- 
ernmeni army for desernon. 

They want Western Euro- 
pean countries to give their, 
asylum arul are enibitiered 
by the reluctance to offer 
them refuge despite the 
etfons of the United 
Nations High Cununiuion- 
cr for Refugees (UNHCR;. 

Bosnian army spokesman 
Fend Buljubu.sic denied the 
men could be juried tf they 
return and insisted they 
were covered by an 
amnesty expected to be 
nodded through purliument 
soon. 

Bui for the moment, the 
UNHCR accepts the men's 
concern and is aj^aling to 
the conscience of Western 
European govemroenis 
already wTestling with the 
burdens of unemployment 
.•Uld budget deficits lo take 
the men in. 

Tina Andenren of the 
UNHCR in Belgrade said: 


Sudan 

defers 

presidential 

electioiis 


KHARTOUM (AP) — 
Sudan debyed eleaions for 
president and parliament 
Tuesday to allow more peo- 
ple time to enter the race. 

The elections, Sudan's first 
since 1986, were to run from 
March 1 to March 13, but the 
elections committee said they 
would be postponed until 
March 6 “to give more 
chance for candidates to 
come up with their presiden- 
tial election forms." 

The elections will now end 
March 17. and results will be 
announced March 20. state- 
run radio said Tuesday. The 
deadline for submitting ap- 
plications was moved from 
Tuesday to Saturday. 

There were compbints m 
Sudanese newspapers that 
the March 1 date did not give- 
enough time for campaigning 
or for organising the vote in a 
country with bad roads and 
poor communications. 

Voters will elect u presi- 
dent and 27S members of ihe 
400-»eai parliament. The 
other members were chosen 
last month by the 
government-sponsored 
National Congress, which 
' represents grass-roors groups 
throughout the country, Afri- 
ca’s largest. 

Lteuienani-General Omar 
Hassan A1 Bashir. Sudan’s 
military leader, is almost sure 
to win the presidential race. 
So far, he faces a handful of 
little-known candidates, in- 
cluding a swimmer, a souih- 
ern Sudanese politician and 
two university lecturers. 

One of the main opposition 
figures is former prime minis- 
ter Sadeq A1 Mahdi. who 
Gen. Bashir overthrew m a 
19X9 coup. 

But Mr. Mahdi has said he 
will not enter (he contest 
because he fears there will 
be vqte-rigging and fraud and 
that security officials will 
harass his supporters. 

The election is "only to 
better the image of the reg- 
ime," he (old an independent 
newspaper in Khartoum. 

Southern rebels are also 
boycotting the vote, lltey 
have been battling since 1983 
for more autonomy for 
CTiristiuns and .idhercnts of 
tribal laiths in southern 
'Sudan. More than 1.3 million 
people have died in the fight- 
ing and in famines caused by 
(he war. ' 


"KeseUieinent to ibini 
countries is the txily 
option...These refugees risk 
persecution for desenioa if 
they return. The amoesTy 
was just a declaration. We 
cannot accept that — it 
must be followed by laws 
lo inspire confidence." 

So far 230 SIjivovica 
inmates have reached tire 
west. 229 have been 
promised asylum but are 
vkOiiing to leave and 33? 
cases ore pending. 

"I just want to go, I am 
desperate. .All of us here 
ha^c sulTered terribly 
Uuough 3-1/2 years of 
siege, and now we are left 
hrre to rot by the Nkesi," 
Sabrija Ccsko said. 

.Ms. Cesko and the others 
fled Bosnian Serb assaults 
on Srebrenica and Zepa 
knowing they would almost 
ccruiinly die if they were 
captured. 

lire iniemaDoa.tl Cem- 
minee of the Red Cross has 
acksowledged that 8.<») 
people from Srebrenica, 
mostly .Muslim men, axe 
missing. It said 3,(JlHJ were 
removed from Poiocuri 
pnson camp while 5,000 
others tried to break 
through Serb Lines in the 
wooded mountains but 
never reached Bosnian gov- 
ernment-held territory. 

Most of the missing are 
fetired dead and survivors 
alleged that thousands were 
killed in mass executions 
carried out by the Serbs in 
the days following the fall 
of the town. 

The Bosnian Serbs sent 
women and children in 


buses from the enclaves to 
goverameai-held Tuzla. 

Samir Cocalic, a fonner 
officer in Zepa. said: "We 
had to head for Serbia 
because the way to (Mus- 
lim) Gorazde was blocked 
aod it would have been 
sheer madness to risk the 
route through Bosnian Serb 
lines towards Tuzla." 

His superiors escaped to 
Zenica and left his compa- 
ny as a decoy for Bosnian 
Seibs on the cliffs over- 
looking the fast and deep 
Orioa River bordering Ser- 
bia. 

“Most of my men had to 
jump and .swim across. 
Some drowned in the 
strong current, but we made 
it." he said. 

"Now 1 do not know 
whether back home they 
wrill treat me as a prisoner 
or deserter. But I know one 
thing — they deserted me 
and my men. Now that we 
have survived, 1 also worry 
whai our commanders will 
do to prevent us from 
speaking out,” he said. 

He said the early days at 
the SIjivovica camp near 
Uzice, 200 km west of Bel- 
grade. were not pleasant but 
that the situation improved 
within weeLs. 

Red Cross officials com- 
plained to the Yugoslav 
government about the 
behaviour of some guards 
and abuses were stopped. 

The camp commander, 
who did not want to be 
identified, said armed 
guards patrolling the 
perimeter of the comp were 
warned they would be pun- 


ished any breach of dis- 
cipline. 

According to western 
diplomats in Belgrade, Ser- 
bian President Slobodan 
Milosevic refused demands 
by the Bosnian Serb army 
Commander (jeneral Raiko 
Mladic to return the Mus- 
lims. 

"The UNHCR is running 
this show, giving them 
three meals a day prepay 
by their own cook, bo^tal 
treaunem and a postal and 
money transfer service," 
ibe commander said. 

Inmate Edbem Bajic, 
interviewed out of earshot 
of canq) authorities, said: 
"Vt’e have no problem with 
the guards. They are good 
to us. This is no hotel but 
we are fed, clean and warm. 
It is the unceitsumy regard- 
ing our ftiiure that is dri- 
ving us insane." 

camp commander 
said be was worried about 
tire morale of the inmates 
which the UNHCR 
acknowledges is very poor. 

'They have had enough 
of being kept here and of 
promises they would be 
resettled in the EesL Some 
have even threatened sui- 
cide if their problems are 
not solved quickly." he 
added. 

Tor (he last four years 1 
have not watched televi- 
sion, listened to the radio, 
have not been in a shop,” 
one inmate said. "The war 
is over, the ihxeai is gone, 
but 1 feel like I am still 
under siege.” 



DIRECT SUPERVISION: Her Royal Highness Princess Basma on Tuesdin 
town of Hisban outside Amman as part of a snMrvision and infection a 
charity drive she launched for the (^ueen Alia Fund for Social Developmi 
the needy in the beginning of the Holy Month of Ramadan (Petra photo) 


Syrian-Israeli talks to i^esume 


Jordan Times Tel; 684 311 / 699 634 Fax 696 183 


(ContlBucd from page 1) 

“If peace should ever be 
realised between Syria and 
Israel — and that is still a big 
if even after the Maryland 
negotiations — it will be'a big 
achievement by Christ- 
opher," it said. 

“The current shuttle may 
be looked at as the last stroke 
before a long and deep freeze 
if nothing happens from now 
on to the election time in 
both Israel and the United 
Slates,” where presidential 
polls are due in November. 

The Syrian ruling party’s 
daily, Al Baath, charg^ that 
by seeking early elections 
israe had “created new 
obstacles to hinder U.S. 
peace efforts." 

“Israel cannot run away 
forever from peace. No mai- 
ler who is in power, a labour 
or a Likud leader, sooner or 
later Israel will have to accept 
this reality," and agree to 
pull out from the Golan, it 
said 

Mr. Peres said meanwhile 
that Israel was willing to 
withdraw its troops from 
southern Lebanon even be- 
fore a peace treaty is reached 
with Syria. 

“If there would be a real 
attempt on part of the 
Lebanese government and 
the Lebanese army to 
guarantee that there will be 
just one government, just 
one army, and peace and 
security, Israel would not 
wait for negotiations with the 
Syrians, we would withdraw 
before it," he said. 

.Mr. Peres, speaking to 
journalists during a five-hour 
lour of the Israeli-imposed 
“security zone" in, South 
Lebanon, added; “The prob- 
lem is that in Lebanon you 
have armed groups that don't 
take orders from the central 
aovernnieni, like Hizbollah." 


"The central government 
and the army are unable to 
provide security, either for 
ihc southern part of Lebanon 
or the northern part of 
Israel," be said, accusing the 
Lebanese army of "taking 
orders from Iran." 

“This is worrying," he 
said. 

Lebanon demands a full 
and unconditional Israeli 
withdrawal from the south of 
the country, as called for 
under U.N. Resolution 425. 

During his tour. Mr. Peres 
travelled by helicopter to 
several parts of the “security 


^ne," including the Mar- 
jayoun headquarters of the 
South Lebanon Army (SLA),; 
Israel’s proxy militia in the' 
zone. 

He also visited Mount Her- 
mon over Lebanese and Sy- 
rian territory as well as Zefat 
where the Israeli army has its 
northern headquarters. 

In his remarks, Mr. Peres 
reiterated that Is^l had no 
territorial aims in South. 
Lebanon. 

“We are not here willingly 
and don't have any ambition 
to remain. On the contrary, 
we want to see a Lebanon 
which is completely indepen- 
denL.. living in peace with 
us," he said. 


PLO decides to draft new charter 


iContinued from page 12) 
some have ties to the Palesti- 
nian diaspora. 

The PLO also reaffirmed 
(hat it was the highest Palesti- 
nian auihoriiy. taking prece- 
dence over the legislative 
council for the self-rule areas 
elected on Jan. 2U. 

“The PLO remains the 
only legitimate representa- 
tive of (he Palestinian people 
inside and outside" the lerri- 
lories, the PLO Executive 
Committee said at the end of 
a two-day meeting. 

The executive committee 
said it would set up an ad hoc 
committee to gui^ relations 
between the new self-rule au- 
thorities and (he PLO "in line 
With re^rea for the PLO as 
sole representative of the 
Palestinian people." 

Mr. Arafat said on his re- 
turn to Gaza that the talks in 
Al Arish were "very con- 
sirunive and fruitful." 


"I hope the PNC will con- 
vene as soon as possible." he 
added, without giving any in- 
dication of a date. 

At least one executive* 
member said Israel would 
have to meet certain condi- 
tions before the PNC was 
convened. 

"All (PLO) Executive 
Committee members who 
attended the meeting agreed 
there should be a new charter 
instead of just amending the 
old one. but there is still no 
decision,” All Ishak, a mem- 
ber of the executive, told 
Reuters. 

•'This new charter will be 
based on establishment of a 
Palestinian state, the right of 
refugees to return and bor- 
<Jers," he said. 

.Mr, Ishak said the execu- 
tive attached conditions to 
PNC into session. 

"This includes release of 
Palestinian prisoners from' 


“We discussed many issues Israeli jails, a halt to Jewish 
related to the final status settlement activities and con- 
negoiiaiions. including Jeru- eluding redeployment from 
salem. refugees, the settle- 3nd other Palestinian 

ments and borders." the PLO “reas in the West Bank " 
ciidiinuxii sdiu. Ishak said. 
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Businessmen see Kabariti government 
capable of stimulating Jordanian economy 


By Ghalia AIiil 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Businessmen in- 
terviewed Tuesday said 
Abdul Karim Kabariti's gov- 
ernment should focus on 
reinvigorating the country's 
economy, as well as fighting 
what they saw as economic 
recession. 

Mr. Kabariti was viewed 
by many businessmen as an 
active person and experi- 
enced in the financial field. 

*'He is well aware of peo- 
ple's concerns in business 
through bis experience in fi- 
nance and mon^ changing 
business," said Pawd Ali a 
businessman. 

Mr. Ali, the general mana- 
ger of Petra Electronics Sys- 
tems Company, described the 
new Finance Minister Mar- 
wan Awad, as '*up to date" 
and having extensive experi- 
ence in the financial field. 

"Mr. Awad is b flexible 
arid experienced ' person," 


said Mr. Ali who noted that 
the minister is the author of 
“Banking Operations" book. 

Businessman Khaled 
Shamma' said he was positive 
the young generation of 
politicians would stimulate 
the national economy with 
novel ideas and plans. 

Another businessman, 
however, expressed fear that 
the new prime minister’s 
attempt to mend ties with 
Gulf states would be at 'the 
expense of* Jordan’s econo- 
mic relations whb Iraq. 

In the past year, Mr. 
Kabariti ensured reconcilia- 
tion with the Gulf countries, 
and distanced Amman from 
the re^me in Baghdad. 

“Mr. Kabariti’s policy to- 
wards Iraq is of no advantage 
to us," the businessman, who 
preferred anonymity, added. 

But, he said, as a young 
man Mr. Kabariti could in- 
troduce change in the field of 
business and economy. 

Other businessmen hoped 



Abdul Karim Kabariti 
that the new government 
would work to improve the 
economic sector by amending 
existing legislation as well as 
employing more qualified 
.personnel in the government 
sector. 

Trader Ghassan Bitar said 
he would urge the new prime 
minister to encourage more 
investments in the Kingdom 
and improve existing laws 
that would minimise routine 


procedures. 

“As an ambitious person 
we hope Mr. Kabariti has 
new ideas that would benefit 
the country and direct it in a 
better way," he said. 

The market is suffering 
from limited liquidity, limited 
l»rchasing pomr and reces- 
sion, said bosinessaian 
Hisham Al Zein. 

“I think that Mr. Kabariti 
was appointed because of his 
qualifications and ability to 
solve the problems of the 
business sector," he added. 

Owner of an office fiimi- 
tore company, Farid Sa^a, 
recommended that the new 
economy team of ministers 
facilitate customs proce- 
dures, accelerate the produc- 
tion cycle and protect nation- 
al industry as the market is 
ready to open up the world’s 
economy. 

Mr. Saqa said he was confi- 
dent that the economic situa- 
tion in the country would 
improve. 


U.N. bankrupt by year-end if 
non-payment continues — official 





UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— The United Nations will 
be bankrupt by the end of 
•this year if present trends 
including non-payment by 
member states continue, the 
U.N. chief finance officer 
warned Monday. 

The United Nations "mil 
have no more cash left on. 
Dec. 31 1996,*’ U.N. under 
secretary general for adminis- 
tration and management 
Joseph Connor told a session 
of the General Assembly 
working group on finances. 

He estimate that the Un- 
ited Nations would be $420 
million in debt at year-end: 
But he added that if assump- 
tions concerning peacekee^ 
ing were added, the accumu- 
lated debt could total $1.3 
billion on Dec. 31. 

"The United Nations is 
suffering from a chronic ill- 
ness,” he told the gathering. 
“Member states have man- 
dated it to pay out more than 


it takes in.” 

In a sober and detailed 
assessment, Mr. Connor ex- 
plained tint the world body 
feoed “a negative cash posi- 
tion at mid-yjBar and a deep 
downward spiral thereafter.” 

Mr. Connor said that in 
previous years, the world' 
body had ined up reserves, or 
borrowed for the regular 
budget from its separate 
peacekeeping budget b^use 
of payment delays from the 
285-member states which bad 
steadily got worse. 

Last ye», for example, the 
organisation had to start bor- 
rowing as early as August 
from the peacekeeping 
budget and at the end of the 
year had taken $176 million 
from that fund. 

Mr. Connor said that tiiis 
year's finances were compli>« 
cated further as the 
peacekeeping budget for 
1996 was “significantly low- 
er" than in 1995. 


Clinton delays budget plan, offers new economic outlook 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
President Clinton submitted 
a 20-page 1997 federal budget 
Monday to meet a legal dead- 
line, but with this year's 
spending not settled the pres- - 
idem will wait six more weeks 
to offer his real plans for 
fiscal 1997. 

Mr. Ginton cited the “un- 
certainty over 1996 approp- 
riations” and changes in 
taxes, medicare and medicaid 


as the reasons for the delay. 

Four months into fiscal 
1996 the government is still 
operating on a temporary 
spending plan, this one expir- 
ing March 15. 

Mr. Ginton said his new 
budget proposals will be un- 
veiled the week of Mardi 18. 
which was not soon enou^ 
for Senate Budget Commit- 
tee Qiairman Pete Domeni- 
d. 


Mr. Domenid said Mr. 
Ginton should have used the 
opportunity to offer a new 
plan for a balanced budget in 
2002. in order to get negotia- 
tions moving again between 
Capitol Hill and the White 
House. 

Ginton's most recent offer 
was made Jan. 18 and he used 
the thin budget submission — 
one per cent of the usual 
2,000 page budget — to high- 


Gulf oil states face lower 
revenue on Iraq sale 


DUBAI (R) — Gulf states 
are preparing for limited Ira- 

3 i oil exports that could re- 
uce their vital petrodollar 
earnings, bankers in oil giant 
Saudi Arabia said Tue^ay. 

Iraqi and U.N. offidals 
were scheduled to meet in 
New York Tuesday to begin 
talks on a Security Council 
resolution that would allow 
Baghdad to export S2 billion 
of its oil over six months. 

It would be the first time 
Iraq's oil has flowed to fore- 
ign customers since its inva- 
sion of Kuwait in August 
19904 ' ' 

For the Gulfs major oil 
producers Saudi Arabia. Iran' 
and the United Arab Emi- 
rates, the return of Iraqi oil 
threatens to lower oil prices 
and force them to cut back 
their own output as part of an 
OPEC plan to cope with the 
extra Iraqi barrels. 

World oil prices may dip as 
ipuch as $1 a barrel if Iraq 


and the United Nations agree 
on a limited sale to help 
alleviate the suffering of the 
Ir^i people, Saudi bankers 
said. 

"If Iraq comes to the mar- 
ket in June, and assuming 
there is no decision from 
OPEC, the oil price could be' 
down a dollar from current 
levels." Henry Azzam. chief 
economist at the National 
Commercial Bank in Saudi 
Arabia, said. 

Oil prices had the potential 
to fall in the shon-term by SO 
cents in reaction to news that 
Iraq and the < U.N. had 
reached an agreement, he 
added. 

Government revenues in 
Gulf states are dosely linked 
to dollar earnings ffom oil 
exports, and weaker price 
levels would worsen further 
their persistent budget de- 
fidts. 

Saudi Arabia, the world's 
largest oil producer and ex- 


porter, replaced Iraq's sup- 
plies to the market and is now 
exporting just under seven 
million barrels per day (b/d). 
It would be one of the most 
vulnerable producers if a deal 
was clinched in New York, 
bankers said. 

Saudi leaders are watching 
the talks closely. 

Riyadh's ambassador to 
Washington. Prince Bandar 
Bin Sultan, last week met 
U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali and was quick 
to emphasise that Iraq had to 
strictly accept the U.N.'s 
terms to begin, limited .oil 
sales. 


A $1 change in the oil price 
means a $2.7 billion swing in 


Saudi earnings. 

Saudi Arabia has been able 
to raise its oil production to 
eight million b/d fixim 5.4 
million in July 1990 and has 
invested heavily in its oil 
fields to reach capacity of 10 
million b/d. 


THE Daily Crossword by Matthew Higgins 


ACROSS 
1 Area claimed by 
a gang 

5 Canned meat 
trademark 
9 Trail 

14 And others: 
abbr. 

15 ‘ — smile be 
your..." 

16 Out front 

17 Def. gp. 

18 Copycat 

19 Ancient people 

20 Mail 

transportation of 
old 

23 Small weights; 
aUsr. 

24 Atmosphere; 
pref. 

25 Off the path 

29 Thrill 

31 Of trade: abbr. 

34 Finch 

35 Rasp 

36 Plane surface 

37 Exceptional 
communication 

40 Suit to — 

41' Pain soother 

42 Prolonged 
period 

43 Deranged 

44 Prank 

45 Quartz variety 

46 Puzzle solver? 

47 Portuguese 
colony, once 

48 Instant 
communication 

56 Amphibian's 
sound 

57 Informed 

58 Radius' 
r.eighbor 

59 Entertain 

60 Marceau. e.g. 

61 Records at sea 

62 Dapper 

63 Look keenly 

64 Dregs 


1 

2 

3 • 

4 

14” 








20“ 
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16 


nr 


19 


123 


2S 26 27 28 


nr 


37 


40 


43 


22 


124 


38 


41 


144 


146 


■ 

48 

49 


r 

56 





59 






1 

62 






30 


10 11 12 13 


32 33 


39 


|42 


50 51 


57 


60 


163 


52 53 54 155 


158 


RT 


164 
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DOWN 

1 Big top 

2 Jazz state 

3 Evaluate 

4 Bomb 


5 Like jargon 

6 English diarist 

7 Suit to — 

8 Harpo or 
Groucho 

9 Holy 

10 Shout approval 

11 Congers 

12 Turner and Cole 

13 Gridiron scores: 
abbr. 

21 Some Arabs 

22 Discussion 
group 

25 Shillong's stale 

26 Certain . 
partitions 

27 Cornered 

28 Paddy crop 

29 Move obliquely 

30 Sch. type 

31 Move with 
stealth 

32 Combine 

33 Slralum 

35 Criticism 

36 Rara — 

38 Close to 

39 Slern or Newton 


Yesterday's puzzle sidved 
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44 Shoemaker, lor 
one 

45 Wood worker 

46 Dough ratser 

47 Goblin 

48 Columnist 
Bombeck 

49 Boor 

50 Cut ol beel 


51 Andy's kid 

52 Ponder 

53 Lotion 
ingredient 

54 "Bus Stop" 
playwright 

55 Girl from 
Aberdeen 

56 Hoosegow 


light that proposal without 
any major changes. 

House Budget Committee 
Chairman John Kasich 
attacked that as “warmed- 
over status quo." 

Ciemocrats on Cafntol Hill 
praised the budget and said 
Republicans were holding 
out for concessions that Mr. 
Ginton could not offer. 

Senate Democratic leader 
Tom Daschle of South Dako- 
ta said there was no agree- 
ment because of Repub- 
lican demand for a massive 
tax cut aimed at the well-off 
and paid for with deep 
(spending) cuts" for the poor 
and elderly. 

Mr. Clinton and the 
Republican-led Congress dif- 
fer over the size and distribu- 
tion of a tax cut, and whether 
medicaid should continue to 
guarantee health coverage to 
the poor, disabled and elder- 

•y- 

Another major difference 
is ovec welfare. The docu- 


ment commits Mr. Ginton to 
conintued negotiations to 
enact a bipartisan bill. 

The budget acknowledges 
chat “signifianct policy differ- 
ences reamin'* in negotia- 
tions, but says Mr. Clinton 
"is committed to doing what- 
ever he can to complete the 
task" of making a budget 
deal. 

Hie budget document did 
offer the administration's 
new projections on the eco- 
nomy. 

“We believe that we will 
continue to see non- 
inflationaiy growth with low 
unemployment." Joseph 
Stiglitz, diairman of the pres- 
ident's Council of Economic 
Advisers, said at a White 
House briefing. 

Significantly, the White 
House economic assumptions 
for growth matched exactly 
those released by the Con- 
ressional Budget Office 
CBO) for the years 1996 to 
2002. From 1997 on they are 


both at 2.3 per cent. 

Difterences in those figures 
had been the source of strong 
disagreements over the 
bud^t between Capitol Hill 
and the White House. 

Botii the CBO and the 
White House used a new 
method that shows lower 
numbers than the method 
used in the past. That figure 
is close to those used by 
private industry. 

The budget document re- 
views the Ginton plan to cut 
back medicare $124 billion, 
medcaid $59 billion, welfare 
$40 billion and discretionary' 
programmes $297 billion 
thfXMigh 2002. 

It would also cut taxes by 
about $100 billion and dose 
about ^ billion in corporate 
tax loopholes. 


He concluded that taking 
both the regular budget and 
peacekeeping budgets 
togethers, “from June 30 on- 
ward, the level,of cash avaiU 
able to tbe org^isation starts 
a deep, continuous decline. 

“On Dec. 31, we will have 
run out of cash," he empha- 
sisMi. 

Mr. Connor said that the 
problem was not only caused 
by members foiling to pay 
their dues on time, but dso 
by the member states man- 
dating the organisation to ful- 
fill tasks which it did not want 
to pay for. 

“Member states must bring 
'their commitments in line 
with titeir expectations," be 
said. 

Mr. Connor pointed out 
that the 1996 budget of $1.3 
billion already included $250 
million in cost reductions, 
and strewed that ftinher au- 
sterity measures were not 
realistic. 

“The United Nations is 
fodng a financing gap, not a 
cost reduction gap," he stres- 
sed, in an apparent criticism 
of the U.S. position. 

Washington, which pays a 
quarter of the U.S. budget, is 
refusing to dear arrears on 
the ground that for-reaching 
reforms are needed. 

But the U.S. portion is 
drawing criticism from other 
states ^o say that U.S. cre- 
dibility is at stake because 
Washington should not back 
U.N. action from within the 
Security Coundl and at the 
same time refuse payment. 

Mr. Connor estimated that 
in the current budget, per- 
sonnel would “drop by 10 per 
cent" in 1996 over the level of 
1994-1S19S. The total number 
of U.N. secretariat staff is 
14,200. 

Mr. Connor added that "a 
forecast is not a prediction," 
and said that he had taken 


into account a situation 
where member states mi^t 
clear their arrears, or make 
payments more quickly or 
more slowly tiian in the past. 
. Connor noted that 
although the United States 
was the biggest debtor, it was 
not alone. 

Tbe internatioDai b^ is 
owed a total $2.3 billion in 
arrears, induding $1.2 lnUi<m 
owed by the United States. 

As of Jan. 31, only 25 of 
tile 185 member states had 
paid their dues for 1996 rni 
time as spedfied under their 
U.N. Qiarter obligations, be 
.said. 

James Rubin, tiie sirokes- 
man for the U.S. mission at 
the United Nations, told AFP 
later Monday that negotia- 
tions were currently under- 
way with Congress on 
programme to pay off' the 
U.S. arrears. 

“We would like to pay 
them off, we realise the situa- 
tion is causing problems" for 
the United Nations, he said. 

But be insisted that the 
U.N. case would be hefoed if 
more reforms were agreed. 

Mr. Rubin notably men- 
tioned “overlapping entities" 
which he said could be 
streamlined, numbers of sup- 
port staff which he said could 
be reexamined and the oi^- 
nisation’s public information 
service worldwide which be 
said was over-stafted. 

He also suggested that 
translation woHe would cost 
less if done outside the Un- 
ited Nations. 

Mr. Rubin pointed out, in 
the context of overall reform 
being studied 1^ the Gen^ 
Assembly working group, tiie 
dangers of relying on one 
country for so mi^ of the 
budget. 

*rhere was a need for “scal- 
ing back the reliance on the 
U.S. for funding.” 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



Ifs the Kitty Cat Diet. If you get hungry 
between meals, you lick your toes.” - 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
^ tgr Hanri Arnold Mid MR* Arglrion 


UnsenamUe these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordnary words. 


GIMCA 



□ 



cisn'Uiwtwk tc 
Mdl^neanal 


NAPAD 


— \ 



s 

ES 

CUN 



_ 

IC 



YINJET 

r 


There^ a good getaw^ 
in this one 



THe KINP OF 
BOOKS PRISONERS 
PRS=eR 


□ 


Now arrange the drclad letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by flie above cartoon. 


Mint answer here : 


^ ^ 
^ .A — .A- ^ 


Yasierda/s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

JumUas; DELVE PIPER OVERDO EMBALM 
Answer What the novice fisherman ended up with — 
A REEL PROBLEM 


Peanuts 



Andy Capp 



IMutfn’Jeff 


'/ 1 LIKE VIJ^EENfeV AND I'M CRAZV 
RED HA1R'..SRE^ 

FULL OF LIFE 



about JAVNE.' CMrce 
WHAT A DANCING 
DOLL- BUT rM 
TAKING ENCEE.' 











HOROscora: 


FORECAST FOR WEDNES- 
DAY, FEBRUARY 7, 19M 


ARIES; (Maidi 21 to ^^nil 
19) Handle outside affoos 
wisefy today in tiie monui^ 
and evening. Take a rest in 
tbe afternoon. Enjoy a relax- 
ing. faoUiy with •yoiu’ krved 
dn^. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 
into new and in- 
teresting ontiets and dioose 
tiie one today, wtudi wW be 
best for you mid then pot ft 

into (^ration to be successful. 

GEMINI: (M^ 21 fo Jane 
21) Anything occurs to 
you today as to wiiidi patii to 
follow seems fine, bat later 
tins evening doubt creeps in 
and you nera to study furth- 
er. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) In tiie monm^ 
today, try to please yonr 
associates in some way and 
then later this evemng yon 
can have more accord with 
them. 

LEO: (July 22 to Angnst 21) 
Study w'nat can be done to 
serve others better at this 
time, but you may not get tin 
right answer until later in the 
evening. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Eariy tins 
moinnijg plan the evenmg*s 
recreation and then get at die 
duties ahead of you wnd finhh 
them quickly so you can 
spend more time witii lo^ 
ones. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
.O^ober 22) The sitnatioD at 
home is fine in tiie moniBig 
today, but after lunch prob- 
lematical afaiis arise. Be 
poised and charming to hand 
le any situation. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Get busy and 
make those ^Is which can 
make tbe new week's activi- 
ties more suc cessfu l, «nd tiiea 
get personal errands attended 
io. 

SAGi'lTARTUS; (November 
22 to December 21) The 
morning today gives yon a 
chance to better com prebeod 
some philosophica] sdiool of 
wtiefa you can later 

pnt into 

CAPRIOMBN: (December 22 
to Janiuiy 20) Pnt your best 
efforts into ^ning what yoo 
fnily want in the morning 
today, and after tundi sit 
bade and analyse your prog- 
ress. 
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AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
Febru^ 19 ) Sometiiing may 
ocw in tbe morning todsy 
can bring advancement 
later ^ evening, but take it . 
^3sy in the afternoon. 

WSCES: (February 20 to ; 

20) Know it is 
you want hi your pc^ i 
■9onal life and tii^ go after it Sj: ^ 
with oonfideuce. w with 
STOUp who can give yov\> 
sdded knowledge. 
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iciai . Draft accord reached on Amman-Tel Aviv flights 

Hint Bv P.V. Vivdeatkand 
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life 


By P.V. Vivduittiui 

Joridig Tifficrs Sl&ff Rcporx<r 

AMMAN Jordanian and 
Isnek airiuies have reached 
Hit agreement in prifunpie to 
operate eight flighiik every 
week between Amman and 
Tel Aviv, but h.ive not fnul- 
^ the ^res. airline sources 
said Tuesday, 

Under the agreement, 
wt^ is uibjea in approval 
bjF the senior manajtemen! of 
Che airliner. Royal Wingv. a 
new Jordanian jirline &ing 
set up to opcfoie short-hauJ 
fli|hts, and Arkia. an Israeli 
film whi^ opeiaitis shuttle 
flints within Israel, would 


operate four flights each ev- 
ery week. 

Afkiu will operate morning 
flights :o and trum Amman 
and Royal Wings ui!! Coogver* 
a!c evening ftighiv fo and 
from Te! Aviv on Mondays. 
TurvJ;iyv and Wednedayv, 

said the sources. 

The airlines wdl also i-ipei' 
ate one round-trip flight on 
Thursday and Sundays, 
^xurding 10 the suukcv. who 
said ihe agreemeni was 
reached in talks in Tel Aviv 
on Monday between officials 
representing Royal Wings, 
l^yai Jurdaniun’ fRJh fhe 
Ringdom’s national earner, 
Arkia and El Ai, RJ's Israeli 


cuuiilcrpan Under an agree- 
tneni wnh El Ai, which i> 
statC'OW'ned, Arkiu, a 
privaie-uwncd uiitinc, oper- 
ates ail flights under W mi- 
nutes duration orjginufing in 
Israel. 

“Each aiiime will b« li- 
mited to carry 4!KJ passengers 
per week beiween Amman 
and Tel Aviv.” Siiid one 
source, adding that the air- 
craft would have u ^ibveat 
eapofliy. 

“The Amniun-Tel Aviv 
fare has not been di.tcu>sed in 
details, but there will he 
differem sets of fares, say for 
instanve businessmen , visits 
and lour groups etc.,” 
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according to (he source. 

"'rhe agreement is not final 
unui it has been approved b\ 
ihc senior management of the 
iiirlmes cuncenied,'' oihled 
&c>urce. "There will he a 
sesMitd meeting soon after 
consultations on (with sides ti> 
iinalisc Uie agreement “ 

The Tel Aviv t,ilks also 
covered technical and iugis- 
tieal details related to flight 
operaiiunv such us ground 
handling, tickeliiig etc., said 
the source, adding: "it was a 
higiily productive meeting in 
terms of close cooperation in 
civil aviation between Jordan 
and Israel " 

Royal Wings, which starts 
Anmian-Aqaba flights on 
Feb. 10, IS being set up as an 
independent airline whose in- 
iiial operations will t>e hand- 
led under the umbrella ot 
Royal Jordanian. 

.According to Abed Qun- 
t:ii. general manager of 
Royal W'ings, the Jirliue 
hof^v to start Tel .Aviv flights 
by April. 

Amman's old airport ai 
Marka will be the base of 


uperatums tor the airline, 
which has been formed with 
un eye nn the increasing imn- 
ism traffic involving Jordan. 

Meanwhile, .tirline sources 
said Royal Wings had de< 
Cidcii to reduce to JO 20 from 
iO 2S the fare for a one*wav 
trip between .Amman and 
Ai)Uba. Kound-trip tickets 
for return on the same day 
w-ill cos! JD 3S. 

Earlier the airline, which 
has line Caiiadian-build 
Dash'S aircraft, had set the 
tar at JD 25 one-way and JD 
4U for round-trip for same- 
dav return. 

RJ will suspend ns Aqaba 
flights as of Fell. Ilf and will 
only fiy large groups to and 
from Aqjbj under special 
arrangements 

For the momeni RJ fully 
owns Royal W'in^. which 
will be foinially esiablished 
and will operate as an inde- 
pendent eniily after formali- 
ties arc complcied, kJ offi- 
cials said. 

RJ flights tu Aqaha and 
hack operate out of the 
Queen Alia International 
.Airport, ahoui kilometres 


south o! Amman For Am- 
man residcnis, Royal Wings 
flights o-ji of Marka would 
mean cutting abou! .V> m:- 
' nutes of drive both wav's. 

Royal Wings hopes to ac- 
quire another Dash-S plane 
eaiiv next veui and 10 even- 
tually introduce shuttle 
flights to and from Oamas- 
cus. Baghdad and other Arab 
capitals in the region. 

The capital and equity par- 
ticipation of Royaj Wings 
have nut vei bce.’i finalised. 

"Hie Ministry of Transport 
said Ltst Week that 11 was 
■Aamng fur a Ruyal Decree to 
be fsiued endorsing the trons- 
pun agreement signed be- 
tween JufJ.in and Isreai on 
Jan. !b before giving the 
green signal Cu transport 
companies lo launch direct 
oveiland bus and taxi services 
between the two counihes. 

L’ndcr :he agreement, suc.h 
services, including air flights 
as siipuiated m an annex on 
civil avijiion, could stall in 
3J-» to 45 days from the day the 
Roya! Decree is issued 
approvina ihe a(.xi>rJ. 


Citibank opens 
first office in Israel 


TCL AVIV. Israel (AP) - 
Citibank established a repre- 
sentative office in Israel 
Monday, becoming the first 
major international hanking 
insiitution to have a presence 
in the Jewish state. 

The hank aims tu finance 
regional development pro- 
jects and act as an intermedi- 
ary for Israeli businessmen 
seeking to expand activities 
overseas, said Citibank Vice 
Chairman William Rhodes. 

“Citibank's arrival in Israel 
reflects a recognition of both 
the improvement in the 


macro-economic cundriions 
and ihe growing regional sta- 
bility and business opponuni- 
ties unfolding from the peace 
process," Mr. Rhodes said. 

"Israel, with its high tech- 
nology and educaiiuruil level, 
is weli placed to m«ive ahead 
economically os the peace 
process continues," Mr. 
Rhodes lold a press confer- 
ence in Tel Aviv. 

Bank of Israel Director 
Yaakov Frenkel said Citi- 
bank's move was a “major 
event from Israel's perspec- 
tive.” 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON |K| — Fnllowiiig are the buying and selling 
rules for leuding world currencies .ind gold against the 
dollar on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets 
Tucsd,iy. 


One sterling 
One ounce nf gold S412..1l)/4)2.1i» 


I.. 1740/5(1 

Canadian dollar 

1.471)112 

Deuischemarks 

1.6400/76 

Dutch guildcfN 

MWK'Oh 

Swiss francs 

.^>.22/26 

Belgian francs 

5.II.S20/70 

French francs 

L572.K.'4,.l 

Italian lire 

IO5..^0/4tl 

Japanese yen 

7.(X)J()/3ll 

Swedisli ciuwnk 

0.42.KI'NJ 

Norwegian crowns 

S.6H0W% 

Danish crowns 

1.4142.'52 

Smpapore dollars 

(1.75.^U/.15 

Australian doli,irs 

7.7.HW;i5 

Hong Kong dollars 

S1.54D4/I4 


"The tact ihJi a bank of 
this size chose 10 icvesf in 
Israel is a sign of belief in the 
Israeli economy as well as a 
reflection of ihc geopolitical 
changes in the ^ea," Mr. 
Fronkel cold reporters. 

Israel’s economy has swel- 
led dramatically as a result of 
mass immigration from the 
former Soviet Union and 
peacemaking with the Arabs. 
Economic growth has total- 
led some -10 per cent since 
1990. and per capita income 
is on par with countries in 
western Europe. 

Citibank already has bran- 
ches throughout the .Middle 
East. 

.Ahmad El Barday, Cairo- 
based Citibank senior officer 
for Nonh Africa, said the 
bank was interested in financ- 
Ing oil and gas exports from 
Egyrpi 10 Israel as the first 
regional development pro- 
ject. He said feasibility stu- 
dies were underway. 

Citibank's Tel Aviv office 
will be managed by Israeli 
Ronny Strauss, who most re- 
cently had been a vice- 
president for Gtibank in New 
York. 

Citibank, a subsidiary of 
Citicorp, is currently the 
largest U.S. bank. Later this 
year, the merger of Chemical 
Banking Corp. and Chase 
.Manhattan Corp. wilf surpass 
Citibank. 
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.1 review of news from the Arabic press 


Khalaf highlights need 
to provide medium and 
long-term financing 

■trti JORDANIAN INVESTORS still cannot find much 
rnources for medium and long-term financing especially to 
finance capital goods. Planning Minister Rima Uialaf said 
in a recent lecture to the Philadelphia and inner W'heel 
clubs. Noting that (his situation requires the development 
of the banking sector, the minister pointed out that within 
the government's plan for 1996 and 1997 there will be many 
steps to provide the necessary financing for investment. 

The minisier indicated that' local resources are limited 
and that foreign resources will become more tight, making 
it increasingly difficuii to obtain funds from official foreign 
cha.tneis. She said: "If we want to rely on e.sternal flow of 
funds, the only way is to rely on capital movement and not 
foreign aid and grants," Dr. Khaiaf explained that obtain- 
ing new resources should be through attracting foreign 
mvesunent and that it is imperative to rely on the private 
sector as economic ties between Jordan and other countries 
Mill not remain between governments but between 
businessmen. 

The minister said Jordan’s ecivnomic strategy on the 
international level include joining the World Trade Orga- 
nisation (WTO) and abiding by imeroationol accord on 
intellectual and industrial property rights, patents and 
other similar issues as developing ties with world countnes 
will be based on honouring these accords. She clarified that 
I joining the thTO would require freeing the services and 
agricultural sectors which means, among other things, that 
we will be faced with higher prices for agricultural 
products. In this context, the minister called for raising 
wuter prices in the Kingdom to reduce consumption and 
urged farmers to use rfiodem irrigation techniques. 

On the economic strategy at the local level. Or. Khalaf 
stressed that work was needed first to temove all the 
distortions which accumulated over the Jordanian economy 
through decades of development in which the public sector 
had played a dominant role. By shifting more to the private 
sector, a climate conducive to investment would be 
established, she said, adding that there are still some steps 
that must be taken in the legal aspects to encourage 
investments. 

Dr. Khalaf said that the most important conditions to 
provide the inducive investment climate were to have an 
efficient control authority and an efficient public sector; 
both of wthich have not yet been tackled deeply enough. 
"What is the benefit of a law if it is good but its 
implementation is not easy," she said, making it clear that 
^ch problems should be addressed in the new era to raise 
the efficiency of the public sector. 

Following that, the minister added, comes the import- 
ance of improving the efficiency of the industry and the 
commercial entity as such institutions should be highly 
qualified if we have ot show our ability to compete. She 
noted that the public sector has a panial role in raising the 
efficiency of the private sector's industries by reducing 
costs through customs and facilities to dear raw materials 
at shortest possible time. FurthcTmore, Dr. Khalaf said, 
the public sector could lower costs for the private sector by 
aoing quickly either in the area of investment or providing 
electriaty or communication connections and by fadliiai- 
ing procedures as well as cuning routine work. She put 
speaal emphasis on the Investment Promotion Corpora- 
tion. the Jordan Export Development and other similar 
public sector entities lo provide the necessary suppon for 
investment (AI Aswraq). 
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Jennifer Capriati 


Capriati to return to tennis 


PARIS (AP) — Jennifer Caprtiati make 
her first tournament appearance since 
November 19S4 at next week's Paris Open, 
mmism announced Monday. 

Upriati was granted a wild card for the 
I Feb. 13-18 event at the Goubertin arena. 

Capriati, 19, left the Tour after losing in the 
(first round of the U.S. Open in 19». 

She returned ra schook dropped out, and 
ws arrested in the spring of 1994 for Mari- 
juana possession. A teen-^er arrested with 
her claimed she also had using heroin^ 
an alle^tion Capriati never dem'ed. 

Capriati went for treatment in two dmg 
retaambtation ^nics, then attempiied a com- 
eback at a tournament in PhQadelptua in 
November 1994. She lost in the first round to 
Anke Huber and has not played since. 


**She feels ready physically and mentally] 
after a loiig period of preparation in Florida,” 
Paris Open organisers said in a statement. 

Huber and former Australian Open cham- 
pion Mary Keroe ate the top entries in the 
Paris tonmament. The 28-player field aito 
mdudes Iva Majoli, Jana Novotna a^ Marti- 
na ICngis. 

Steffi Graf was originally seeded No. 1 butl 
had to wididraw last week because she is s^i 
recovering from foot surgery. 

Capriati beat Graf to win the Olympic gold 
medal at the 1992 Barcelona Games. She was 
ranked No. 6 in foe woild in 1993, and 
reached the semifinals at the French Open in 

1990, and Wimbledon and foe U.S. Open in 

1991. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Italian footballers threaten strike Ceron to defend London marathon title 


ROME (AJET) — Sergio Campana presi- 
dent of the Italian professional footbal- 
lers assodation threatened here on Mon- 
day that his members would strike on 
March 17. Juventus' former Italian inter- 
national striker Gianluca Viaili said the 
players were fed up at not being con- 
sulted by their ruling body: “We are 
alwa^ the last to learn ani^ing." “Its 
not democratic. We want to take part in 
the decisions being taken and to give our 
opinion on the matters being discussed.” 


McCarthy to be named Ireland manager 


LONDON (R) — Dionido Ceron on 
Mexioo and Poland's Malgoizata Sobans- 
ka will defend their London marathon 
titles on April 21 against a record entry of| 
39,000 runners, the organisers said on 
Tuesday. Ceron, world ^ampionship sil- 
ver medallist last year, is going for 
hat-trick after becoming the first man to 
win the event twice with his second 
successive victory last year in the second 
fastest time ever recorded over the Lon- 
don course. Sobanska won the women's 
title last year by just 10 seconds from 
Manuela Machado of Portugal in the 
closest ever finish to the event. 


DUBLIN (AP) — Former Ireland inter- , 
national Mick McCarthy, manager of 
first-division English team Millwall, is the 
choice to succeed Jack Charlton as mana- 
ger of Ireland's national team. McCar- 


Bivmen, De Mos finally partcompany 


thy, who was Irish captain under Charl- 
ton. was to be offidally named Monday 


by the Irish Football Assodation, just 
two days before his 37th birthday. Charl- 
ton resigned after almost 10 years on the 
job following a 2-0 loss in December 
against the Netherlands that eliminated 
Ireland from June’s European Cham- 
pionsbijK in England. McCarthy had 57 
international appearances with Ireland 
and captained the team to the quarterfin- 
als of the 1990 World Cup in Italy. Uke 
Charlton, McCarthy was born in North- 
ern England, and like many players on 
Ireland's national side, he qualified to 
play through parentage. McCarthy's first* 
game in charge of Ireland will be a home 
exhibition next month against Russia. 


BREMEN (R) — Aad de Mos finally 
paned company with Werder Bremen on 
Monday when he and the Bundesliga side 
that sacked him last month agreed a 
financial settlement tht ended a running 
courtroom battle, legal sources said. 
Officials would not reveal details of the 
settlement reached during a closed-door 
hearing at Bremen’s labour court. “Botb 
parties knew how far apart we were. 
Today we took the final step,” the 
Dutchman's lawyer, Mathias Prinz, told 
reporters without giving away any fi- 
gures, Prinz had originally said he would 
try to have De Mos reinstated. De Mos's 
woes at Bremen — languishing in 15th 
place at the season's half-way mark after 
finishing second last season — began 
after Der Spiegel magarine said he had 
told a Belgian journalist that Bremen 
would never achieve anything. 


Villeneuve crashes in testing Erhardt is Jets’ offensive coordinator. 


ESTORIL, Portugal (AFP) — Williams 
|Renault's new driver Canadian Jacques 
Villeneuve crashed during testing here on 
Monday. The Canadian, 1995 Indy 
Ichampion, had completed just three laps 
when he crashed. The crash damaged the 
nose cone of the car and the sidewing 
ideflectors.” Villeneuve said: “1 went 
through a puddle and lost control. It was 
my fault. The Canadian, son of the late 
legendary Ferrari driver Gilles Vil- 
'leneuve, was si^ed by boss Frank Wil- 
lliams during the 1995 season to replace 
(Scotsman David Coulthard, now with 
McLaren. 


NEW YORK (R) — Ron Erhardt, the 
former Pittsburgh Steelers’ offensive 
coordinator, was hired on Monday for 
the same }<fo with the New York Jets. 
The Jets also named another former 
Steelers’ coach, Pat Hodgson, as tight 
ends coach. Erhardt said last Thursday 
the Steelers had not ofrered him a new 
contract, despite guiding an offence that 
scored an AFC-high 407 points last sea- 
son. Jets head coa^ Rich Kotite was the 
'offensive coorduiator last season, but 
decided to relinquish the offensive duties 
for a team that ranked last in the NFL in 
total offence. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
a TANNAKHIRSCH 
VMi TnMwMMM BavRM. me. 


Since touU never be able to find out 
exactly where partner's side- 
stren^ lies, we would gamble on 
North having no more than one 
heart and jump to six apadee. The 
glam shouJd be no worse than on a 
finesse and couid be laydown. 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q. 1 • Both vulnerable, as South 
you holdr 


defident in your suit, which is high- 
ly likely, jrou are in -500 territeiy. 


Q. 5 - As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 


AAQJ109 TK OAJ7 *AJBS 
Your ri^t-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one heart. What 
actioD do you take? 


Q. 3 - East- West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 


*AE9 VAQ7SS 0K4 A1093 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
(he bidding with one spado. What 
aedoa do you take? 


A - There is a school who believe 
that you should never make a take- 
out double when holding a five-cord 
spade suit, but w cant believe that 
anyone would risk a mere one- 
spade overcai! on this fine hand. We 
would make 9 takeout double and 
then bid spades should partner 
introduce another suit 


aAElOSa rQJ 0432 4,KQ3 


The bidding has proceeded: 

EAST SOUTH WEST NORTH 
1* 2C Pm 

Pom 7 

What action do you take? 


A- Your heart suit is not robust 
enough to overeall at the t%vo<Ievd, 
and your minor suits are net up to 
snulTtomerita takeout double. If 
you want to get into the auction, 
the meet sensible bid is one no 
trump. 


Q. 2 - Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold; 


A • What would yoo like to do? 
IWtner couldn't squeak out a spade 
raise and your doubleton heart hon- 
ors arc worthless. You’ve done your 
share — pass. 


Q, 6 • Both vulnerable, os South 
you hold: 


aQlOS T8 C'KJfiS AAQC54 


AKQ643 76432 v4 aQB2 


q. 4 ■ As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 


The bidding has proceeded: 
I40RTR EAST SOUTH WEST 
10 Pm» U Pm 

30 Pua ? 

What action do you take? 


'Ihe bidding has proceeded: 
NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

17 PM s* Pm 

27 Pm 7 

What action do you take? 


A - You have a poor hand with 
shortness in partner's suit Should 
you bid again and find partner is 


AKQJ98543 CKIO OVeid AAQ7 
Hic bidding has proceeded: 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 
19 lA 49 7 

What do you bid now? 


A - No, this is not a misprint — 
partner did overcall one spade. 


A - Even thou^ the potential mis- 
fit bos decream the value of your 
holding, you have enough to make 
one move toward game. Despite titc 
singleton heart, the logical action is 
to bid two no trump — three dia- 
monds would be a game foreo. 


Branco to join Juninho at Middlesbrough 

V _ ‘ . ni-nhl^ms. 


LONDON (AP) — Brazilian 
star Branco arrived in Eng- 
land on Monday to join his 
countryman Juninho at Pre- 
mier League club Middles- 
brough. 

“Juninho is very happy 
here and said he would like 
me to come and play with 
him.” the World Cup defen- 
der said. "We've played 
together before in the nation- 
al squad and we are good 


Blazers 
beat 


Toronto 
in final 
10th of 


a second 


TORONTO (R) — Portland 
guard James Robinson fired 
In a foree-potnter wifo one- 
tenth of a second left in the 
game to give the Trail Blazers 
a 90^7 victory over the 
Toronto Raptors Monday. 

'Toronto rookie Damon 
Stoudamire had tied the 
game at 87-87 with a layup 
with 22 seconds to go before 
Rod Strickland penetrated 
the lane, foen kicked it out to 
an open Robinson at the top 
.of the arc for the game- 
winner. 

“It feels pretty good. It's 
my second one," said Robin- 
•son; who also hit the deciding 
basket in a 109-108 win over 
the Lakers on Nov. 21. “The 
first one in L.A. was at the 
buzzer, but this was also very 
exciting.” 

“We anticipated him tak- 
ing a trey. We just broke 
down defensively on that 
play,” Toronto coach Bren- 
dan Malone said. “We didn't 
want an open shot like that to 
occur. 

“We let them hang around, 
that's why we lost. ’Hiey went 
to Rod Strickland and he 
proved why he is one of the 
best one-on-one players in 
the game.” 

Strickland scored 28 points 
and Clifibrd Robinson added 
25 for Portland, which had 
lost 11 of its last -16 road 
contests. The Blazers have 
.won two in a row after drop- 
ping five of six. 

Toronto led by as many as 
nine points midway through 
the fourth quarter before 
Portland went on a 13-3 run. 
and the lead went back and 
forth until Stoudamire's bas-* 
ket. 

“We hung in foere. which 
was good,” Portland coach 
P.J. Carlesimo said. “For a 
lot of this game, we were 
scoring just to stay within six 
or eight points. But at the 
end we finally put in a good 
defensive stretch to stop 
them. 

'T thought Rod was excep- 
tional . tonight He made a 
good decision,” on the final 
play. 

Former Blazer Tracy Mur- 
ray and Stoudamire each net- 
ted 16 points for Toronto, 
which has lost five of its last 
six games. 

“We're getting into a pat- 
tern of losing close games and 
we’ve got try to break that.” 
Stoudamire said. 

in New York. Patrick Ew- 
ing scored 25 points to lift the 
Knicks past the Detroit Pis- 
tons 97-91 for their fifth win 
in sbe games. 

Hubert Davis added IS 
points and Derek Harper 14 
for New York, which had five 
players score in double fi- 
gures. The Knicks are 3-0 
against the Pistons this sea- 
son and have yet to trail in 
any of the games. 

Ewing, the Knicks’ all-time 


friends. That is the main 
reason why I settled on Mid- 
dlesbrou^.” 

“1 had a few offers from 
other English dubs and also 
from teams in Japan, Amer- 
ica and Spain. But I decided I 
wanted to play with 
Juninho.” 


Branco said the standard of 
play in England had also in- 


fluenced his decision. 


“I wanted to come here 
because England' has one of 
the best ' leagues in the 
world." he said. “So I am 
very e.xdted about it.” 

Branco spoke after arriving 
at Heathrow Airport with 
wife, Stella, before heading 
directly to Middlesbrough. 

Middlesbrough has lost six 
straight league games, includ- 
ing a S-0 hammering by 


Chelsea on Saturday. 

Manager Bryan Robson is 
looking to shore up his 
injury-hit club. Juninho has 
missed two consecutive 
games with a knee injury. 

The 31-year-old Branco 
would not cost a fee, having 
bought out his contract at 
Brazilian club iniemacionale. 
But Robson admitted a large 
salary demand might cause 


problems 

Robson's fortunes at Mid- 
dlesbrough began to sour 
month at about the same time 
he was mentioned as' tfae 
favorite to succeed: Terry 
Venables as England coach. 







‘Tm fed up with sajing it, 
but I’ve not even ,becn 
offered the job and even if [ 
was it is the wrong time for 
Robson said. 
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Detroit Picons* foriward Otis Thorpe (right) staffs foe 
over New York Knicks' guard John Sbuks in the first 


period of their NBA game at New York’s Madison Square 
Garden (Reuters photo) 


. hut 


leading scorer, passed 19.000 
career points with a basket in 
the first quarter. 

Allan Houston led Detroit, 
with 24 points and Don Reid 
added 13 for the Pistons, who 
have dropped five straight to 
New York and eight in a row 
at Madison Square Carden. 

In Miami. Alonzo Mourn- 
ing had 25 points and 11 
rebounds and Rex Chapman 
added 24 points to lead the 
Heat to a 103-92 victory over 
the Sacramento Kings. 

Kevin WtUis pullra down 
14 rebounds for Miami, 
which had lost three of its last 
four games. 

Mitch Richmond scored 18 
points and Olden Polynice 
had IS seven rebounds for 
the Kings. 

Kevin Willis pulled down 
14 rebounds for Miami, 


which had lost three of its last 
four games. 

Bimbo Coles chipped in 20 
points and six assists for 
Miami, whidi held a 49-3*7 
rebounding edge. 

At Minnesota. Tom Gug- 
liotta scored 11 of his S 
points in the fourth quarter 
and Sam Mitchell added 10 of 
his 20 in the period as the 
Umberwolves beat the Dal- 
las Maverics for the second 
time in three days. 104-92. 

Christian Laettner scored 
20 points and Isaiah Ri^r 
added 21 for the Timber- 
wolves, who have won all 
three meetings against the 
Maverics this season. 

Jason Kidd had 22 points 
and nine assists, Jim Jackson 
scored 21 points and George 
McCloud added 17 for Dal- 
las, which was outscored SO- 


24 in the paint and fell to 6-16 
on the road. 

In Vancouver, Karl 
Malone scored 31 points in- 
cluding two three-point plays 
in a 12-6 third-quarter run as 
the Utah Jazz defeated the 
Grizzlies 92-83 for their fifth 
ndn six games. 

Jeff Hornacek added 18 for 
the Jazz, who wont he first- 
ever meeting between the 
teams. 

Byron Scott scored 19 
points and Anthony Avent 
added 14 for expansion Van- 


couver. which has lost five 
straight games and six of its 
lost eight at home. 

In Los Angeles, rookie Joe 
Smith had 25 points and 16 
rebounds and tipped in a miss 
with 19 seconds left, giving 
the Golden State Warriors 
the lead for good in a 128-124 
victory over the Clippers. 

Lalrell Spreweil added 24 
points and Chris Gatling 20 
off the bench for the War- 
riors, who have won three 
straight. 
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Portland 
Miami 
New York 
Minnesota 
Utah 

Golden Stale 


RESULTS 


90 

Toronto 

87 

103 

Sacramento 

92 

97 

Detroit 

91 

104 

Dallas 

92 

92 

Vancouver 

83 

128 

LA Clippers 

124 


Six elected to Basketball Hall of Fame 


SPRINGFIELD. Mas- 
sachusetts (R) — George 
(iiervin. Gail Goodrich and 
David Thompson, former 
stars of the NBA. and Nancy 
Libennan-Cline, who helped 
revolutionise the women's 
game, were elected Monday 
to the Basketball Hall of 
Fame. 

Also elected were former 
European star Kresimir Cosic 
and George Yardley. a 
National Basketball Associa- 
tion star of the 1950s. 

The six were selected from 
20 candidates, with 18 of 24 
votes from the honours com- 
mittee required for induc- 
tion. . 

Enshrinement ceremonies 
at (he basketball Hall of 
Fame in Springfield. Mas- 
sachusetts, will be May 6. 

Cervin, who played in both 
the American Basketball 
Association and the NBA. 
was a 12-time All-itar and 
one of only three players in 
NBA history to sm four or 


more scoring titles. His 
career scoring average of 26.2 
points a game is the sixth 
highest in NBA history. 

“I really love the game and 
I truly put my heart and soul 
into it. It’s natural to really 
hope for an honour like this.” 
said Gervin. “It's something 
to tell your kids.” 

Thompson w.ns a three- 
time all-American at North 
Carolina State and was Col- 
lege Basketball Player of the 
Year twice. He ws named 
Must Valuable Player of the 
1974 NCAA Championship 
tournament and his number 
44 Jersey is the only one ever 
retired nt North Carolina 
State. 

Thomposn. who pl,*iyed in 
four NBA Att-Slar games 
and was the game's MVP in 
1979. is the only player to win 
the award in both the NBA 
and ABA. 

Thomjason now devotes 
time telling young people ab- 
out the dangers of drugs and 


alcohol, speaking from bitter 
experience. 

“I've had some ups and 
downs in my career, but by 
God's grace I've been able to 
overcome the downs. It's all 
behind me now,*' said 
Thompson. 

••Nobody is perfect and ev- 
erybody has skeletons in their 
closet. I'm just pleased now 
that as a former pro-aihlAe 
I'm in a position to be a 
positive innuence on people's 
lives." 

Gervin shared some of 
those ups and downs, includ- 
ing a drug problem of his 
own. 

“It's an honour to be going 
in with David because we 
have quite a few battles on* 
the court,” Gervin said. 

“Overcoming my addiction 
is the Hall of Fame in itself, 
I'm gald 10 be nn the other 
side of the fence.” said Ger- 
vin. one of Only ^even players 
in NBA hi.'4o^ to score over 
2,000 points in six consecu- 


tive seasons. 

He is one of only four 
players in league historv to 
score in double figures in 400 
or more games. Gervin. who 
had a 63-point game in 1978. 
is one of just 15 players to 
surpass 60 in a regular-season 
NBA game. 

Goodrich led UCLA to 
two national championships 
and led the conference in 
coring (21.5 ppg.) as the 
Brums compiled a 30->j re- 
cord in 1964, He played 14 
seasons in the NBA. where 
he was selected to the All- 
Star team five limes and was 
a member of the Los Angeles 
Lakers' 1972 championship 
team. 

Goqrdirch said he would 
ask his UCLA coach, the 
legendary John Wooden to 
present him at the enshrine- 
nient ceremonies. 

Licberman. a three-time 
all-American at Old Domin- 
Jon who led the school to 
National Championships 


m 


1979 and 1980. played for the 
U.S. silver medal team at the 
197b Olympics. 

Liebefman. who learned 
her basketball in the play- 
grounds of New York, re- 
membered her Olympic try- 
outs: ‘T was boxing out, I was 
throwing elbows and people 
were looking at me like, 
in the hell do you think you 
are?" 

She became the first 
woman to play in a men’s 
league when she signed with 
the Springfield Fame of the 
United States basketball 
league in 1986. 

Cosic. who died at 46, last 
may from lymphoma, played 
at Brigham Young but made 
his repuiatino international- 
ly. playing on four Olympic 
teams for the former 'Yugos- 
lavia. He was a member of 
the silver medal team In 1968 
and the gold medal team in 
1980. and scarred for two 
world championships win- 
ners. 
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Nagano ’98 organisers clear some hurdles 

Games, orpanisen pkclsed 
pay the air fares of all t 
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^iAGANO (R) With jua 
iwojw*B lo SO, orsanisen of 
'[be l996 Nagano Winter 
Otyopics deared some hur- 
&3 Oft iWday but are still 
trsami in comroveny over 
a dffOflie lack of funds. 

On tbA first day of a two- 
day meeting between the 
Sagano Olympic Organising 
Coc anu tt ec (NAOQ and die 
Ik^ of the seven intema- 
OODSI winter federa- 

Dofts.. ibc coounitiec won 
anpd^ on some seating a^ 
scMdding tsauca which had 
Jiy ed ihcfli, organisers 

The Nagano Games, to be 
bddhom February 7 to 22, 
1^, wiU be ih« biggest ever 
WhW Olympics with the 
•d&tg of mree new medals 
eittBS— women's ice bock- 
^,..eBdiag and snowboard- 

%c final of the men’s ice 


hockey, one of the biggest 
draw cards of the games, was 
rescheduled to stan ai 2:00 
p.m. (DSOQ GMT), which 
would make it midni^t for 
television viewers on the east 
coau of the United States 
and Canada. 

live ice hockey federation 
had demanded that NaOC 
start the final eaiiier given 
the inieresc among l^rth 
Americui fans in the parti- 
eipaumi of national b^key 
le^e professioAab at the 
Winter olymj^ for the first 
time. 

“We won basic approval 
on this new time tehedtde," 
Naokichi Nisbimura, 
NAOC's detety managing 
director, uHo a aevrs confer- 
ence, 

NAOC also convinced the 
ice hockey federation over 
another issue sealing 


capacity for the main ice 
hockey stadium. Tlie main 
st^um, contrary to its name 
'big hat.’ has permanent fad- 
Utks for only 5,000 seats. 

This would be increased to 
at least 10,000 tempor- 
aiy scats. Ntshimura said. 
Tickets for Nagano’s ice 
hockey ’dream toumameni,* 
so called because of the parti- 
cipation of NHL players, 
c(^d become a premier 
item. 

The meeting also agreed 
on seating cap^y for the 
figure skating link and the 
venue for curling. 

But the two sides have yet 
to tfeews oftc of the biggest 
pending issues — NA%’s 
promise to pay for the air fare 
of every foreign athlete and 
offidal. 

In 1991 when Nagano beat 
Sah Lake City for the 1998 


to 

pay the air tares of all the 
estimated 3,000 athletes and 
officials taking pan. 

That was at the height of 
Japan’s so-called ’bubble’ 
economy, wkkh crashed in 
1993 and was followed by 
almost four years of reces- 
skm. 

During this time, the addi- 
tion of the three new medals 
eventSf the appredarion of 
the Japanese yen agahui the 
U.S. dollar and lack of 
domestic commerdai spon- 
SMS have meani that NaOC 
would suffer an expected re- 
venue shortfall of about 3V 
bilUoD yen (S300 million). 

NAOC is in no position to 
pay the estimated one biliKxi 
yen (SlO million) for the air 
fares. 

*n»e issue was expeacd to 
be taken up in Wednesday’s 
talks. 
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Muster No. 1 ? Sampras, 
Agassi don’t think so 
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ATLANTA (AP) — The 
m)|-steriou& A1‘P computer 
spitting out numbers that say 
Thomas Muster is the hot 
tennis player in the World. 
To the man he knocked frum 
rhe No. 1 spot, that ju$i 
54 ?ows (he absurdity of the 
current ralinn system. 

“It cenaimy reflects ihe 
r fact that you can dominate on 
one surface and play enough 
tennis to mislead a lot of 
people,” .Andre Agassi said 
after beating Pete Sampras in 
an exhibition Saturday night 
at the Omani. 

Muster, the Austrian clay- 
court bpecialist. will become 
Ns> I when the new .ATP 
ratings .ire reie.i^cd next 
Monday. Agtissi will drop to 
third, while S.impras moves 
into (he No. 2 ^iot. 

Muster won 12 tourna- 
ments la.si year, including the 
French Open, bur all but one 
of his victories were on ciay 

“I fed like he loses to 
Becker every time on any 
surface besides clay," Agassi 
said. “He loses to Pete every 
lime on any surface besides 
clay. He loses to courier on 
every other surface besides 
day. and maybe even on 
clay. 

"It doesn't undermine the 
fact that he hud lo work his 
bun off for a year u) get there 
on the rankings sheet. Bui ir 
doesn't change the fact that 1 
don'r put him in the top 10 
w'hen it comes to surfaces 
' outside of clav." 

Agatti. who lost in the 
Semifinals of the Ausirulun 
Open, will givx’ up the No. i 
ranking because of a quirk in 
the schedule. .An obscure, 
nar-oid tournament in San 
inse. California, is being 
played a week later this year, 
costing Agassi 204 points. 

Got that? Musi peviple 
don't. 

'it's so confusing." said 
Sampras, who was No. 1 be- 
fore his ihird-rviund upset in 
Ausiralia at the hands of 
19-ycar-old Mark Philtppous- 
us. “1 don't think tov> many 
people in here understand 
the ranking system, how it 
works. It took me a cnupic oi 
years to figure it out." 

Sampras, who won Wimb- 
ledon and the U.S. Open last 



Ajtdre Agas&i 

“He's h> for the best clay- 
court player we have." Sam- 
pras said. ".As far as being 
the best player in the woild 
on uihci surfaces 1 caii'i 
accept that as much us his 
ability on clay. He reminds 
me 3 little bit of Guillermo 
Vilas. . . A grinder who played 


a lot of clay, managed to 
dominuie that one surfuce 
and that's why he was ranked 
‘SO high.” 

Both Sampras and Agussi 
want to eliminate the current 
system which buses Ihe rank- 
ings on a player's best 14 
lournumenis over the pre- 
vious year. Also, every play- 
er would be required to enter 
a certain number of tuurnu- 
mcnis on each type of sur- 
face: hardcouri. clay and 
grass. 

Muster, for instance, skip- 
ped Wimbledon lust year be- 
casue he didn't want to play 
on grass. 

“To me. the rankings sys- 
tem is like giving a profes- 
sional golfer Mulligans.” 
Agassi said. ‘‘They could hit 
.St bad shot and say. ‘you 
kmiw what, let's )ust not 
count that one But we will 
count It if you hit a better 
one.'' 

Sampras added, "every 
time you step on the court, ii 
should count. With the besi- 
of-14 system, that's not the 
case. You can play 25 or 26 
events, lose in the firsl round 
of a number of jhem and still' 
have a pretty high ranking. 
That's not good for the 
game.” 


Japanese, 

Kazakh 

athletes 

shatter 

Asian 

records 

HARBIN, China (API -- 
Japan's Mitsuru Watanabe 
and Kazakhstan's LiouJmiia 
Prokachevu both- shattered 
Asian speedskating records 
Monday in opening races of 
Ihe Asian Winter Games. 

South Korea's Byun Jong- 
Moon edged two Japanese in 
men's super giant slalom 
skiing, and Kazakhstan swept 
all three medals in (he men's 
20-kiIomeire biathlon. 

In speedskating. Watanabe 
won the men’s S.tXXJ-metrc 
race in 7 minutes. 3.99 
seciinds as the five fastest 
skaters all beat the old Asian 
mark of 7: 10.58 set in 1991 by 
Japan's Kazuhiro Sato. 

Skating in Harbin's brand 
new. indoor rink, the top 
eight men all broke the 
games record of 7:16.98 set 
by Sato in Ihe last games in 
1990. But all were well be- 
hind the world mark of 
6:34.96. 

Japan's Daigo Miyaki won 
the silver m<^al in 7:US.83 
and Kazakhstan's Evueni 
Sanarov took (he bronze in 
7:06.21. 

The 27-year-old Prokache- 
va finished the women’s 
3.000 metres nearly three 
seconds ahead of 16-year-old 
Eriko Seo of Japan, winning 
by 4:25.98 to 4:28.84. 
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Title chaser Rominger fractures rib 


MILAN ( R) — Swiss Tony Rominger, desperate to vrin his 
first Tour de France before bowing out of ^cling, frastured 
a rib in training on Monday, but doctors said he shoui.d be 
back in the sa^Ie within days. 

Rominger. 34, was last year’s Giro D’ltalia victory but 
has set sights on the 'Tour, and maybe even another 
one-hour record to crown his 10-year career. 

The accident hapipend as Rominger, who races for the 
Mapei-GB team, was training with .Axel Merckx, son of 
Belgian tour legend Eddy Merckx. Rominger, racing 
behind, was caught up when Merckx's chain slipped and be 
fell. 

Rominger came off in turn and smashed into the 
handleban, fracturing a rib. Doctors strapped up lus torso 
and ordered three (O four days of strict rest Iwt said be 
should be able to resume training after that. 

The Swiss rider said last month be was hoping to go out 
on a higjh *- with a Tour title and another ooc-hour record. 

For many seasons the only rider -who could give Span^ 
powerhouse Miguel Indurain a run for bis money, Romin- 
ger has watched bis tour dreams evaporate with disappoint- 
ing regularity. 

Indurain bulldozed him into second place in 1S>93 and he 
had to abandon the 1994 tour with cripfriing stomach 
problems. Last year, suffering the after effects of the giro, 
he limped home eighth. 

But Rominger, whose one-hour record is the prize 


Indurain has not been able to seize from him, said he knew 
the tour eould be his. “1 know 1 can win Che Tour de 
France, I showed it in 1993," he said last month. 

Rominger has won 106 races as a professional, including 
the Tour of Spain in 1992, 1993 and 199-i and last yeav’s 
Giro. 

He looks likely to skip the 1996 Giro, which starts on 
May 15, with the blessing of his Italo-Belgian team and 
sponsors since it ends just 20 days before what looks set to 
be a gruelling tour and could jeopardise bis last victoiy 
chance. 

Rominger, who has said he is planning to retire at the 
end of tto year, wants to go out in style. 

He said be would launch an attack on his own one-hour 
rc«>rd after this year's World Champions^ps and tiy to 
win the gold medal in the individu^ time trial at the 
Atlanta Olympics. 

Rominger set a one-hour record of S3.S32 km in 
Bordeaux in October 1994 and then increased it to 55.291 
two weeks later. 

Rominger is the second top rider to be injured in Italy. 

Italian Marco Pantani, who proved himself the 
mountain climber in last year's Tour, said he was lucky to 
be alive after slamming into a car during a race last October 
in which he suffered an exposed break of his Tibia and 
Hbula. 


Wanted Immediately 
For Foreign Mission 


Super deluxe rumi.^jied up:innicnt 2-3 bedrooms with 
telephone and satellite preferably with aircondiiion. 
Sweifeh or Abdoun - Plo.'i.sc Telefax 662386 


VOLVO FOR SALE 

Duty unpaid. 1983 Volvo 760 GLE, silver, 
great cxjndition, mileage 107,000 Km. 

Must sell! $ 3.500 or best offer. 

Call 617945 



CAR FOR SALE 

Duty unpaid, 1994 Volvo 940 GLE. 
silver metallic, full options, excellent 
condition, mileage 22,000 km. 
Please call Tel 816956 or 07928192 


^.Sat/e water .. 


euen^ drop countdi 
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CAREER OPPORTUNITY 
AT FORTE GRAND AMMAN 
TRAINING OFFICER 


Please tick where appropriate 


Are you a University Graduate (preferably 
in Business Administration, Psychology or 
Hotel Management? 

Are your looking to develop yourself and 
your career? 


Are you young, energetic, fun-loving, and 
like to work with people? 


If you are all of the above, you might be just the 
person we are looking for! 

FORTE 

Please call Jenan on Tel. 696511. GRAND 


AMMA.N 



CINEM-A 1T'X;634I44 

PHILADELPHIA 

CINEMA TEL* 699238 

PLAZA 

CINEMA TRIt577l20 

CONCORD 

AMMOUN THEATRE & 

CINEM A/tEU 61S274 -618275 

Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 
TEL: 6*25155 


WESLEY SNIPES 
& YANCY BUTLER 
in 

DROP ZONE 

Shows: 1230. 3«), 6 15.8.30. i0:30pm 

Nabieleh Oubead/safiyah Al 
Omaree/Farouq Feeshawi 

in 

Atabeht Al Settat 
(ladie’s Step) 
Arabic 

SlhIw^: 12 3H. 2:15 .6:45. K:30. 111:30 

CONCORD “1" 

WOLF 

Shows: 12:30. 2:30, 6:15. 8.30, 10.30 

CONCORD ** 2 " 

* Jim Carrie 

Shows: 2:30, 6:15 

Adel Imam & Yusra 
in 

Birds of 
Darkness 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30.3.6:30.8:30, 10:30 

“Ahlan Tatbie”piay 
Welcome Normalisation 

Shows: 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation call 625155 
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'lU' d Ben ^id and Major<?eneral Hmeidi A1 Fayez, the King's militaiy advisor. The ambassadors also placed 


Tuesday received the credentials of five newly anointed ambassadors to Jordan at s 
Umar of Toricey, Gaianan Wakankar of Indian Meiifyn wickes of Australia and Francesco (jerulli ot Italy. I'he presentation 
Royal Court Chief Awn Khasawneh, His Royal Highness Prince Talal Ben Mohammad, the ling's militaiy secretaiy, 

• *- ^ Iso placed wreaths at the tombs of Kine Abdullah Ben Hussein and Kuie Ihlal oe 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


israe>1is arrest Palestinian rights worker 


TEL A\TV (AFP) — Israeli security forces on the West 
Bank have detained a field-worker for the Palestinian 
human ri^^hts group A1 Haq, the movement said Tuesday. 
Shawan Uateb Jabarin was taken from , his home near 
Hebron b^^fore dawn on Monday by soldiers accompanied 
by a plainclothes officer who identified himself as an agent 
of Israel's iintemal security agency Shin Bet, AI Haq official 
Hanan Qat tan said. The agents also confiscated material 
related to A.I Haq's monitoring of last month's Palestinian 
•elections, she said. Al Haq said Mr. Jabarin's wife saw him 
later Monday in an Israeli military compound in Hebron 
but was unable to speak with him. The Israeli army bad no 
immediate comment on the allegations. Mr. Jabarin has 
been arrested on several occasions since the December 
1987 start of the intifada against Israeli occupation in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, spending a total of some 30 
months in Israeli jails. Al Haq said. The organisation, 
which is based in the West Bank town of Ramallah, 
demanded that formal charges be brought against Mr. 
Jabarin or that he be released. 


Tehran dismisses U.S. warnings of ‘threat’ 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran on Tuesday dismissed as 
scaremongering a warning by a U.S. navy commander that 
its growing military machine posed a threat to Gulf 
shipping. “The U.S. official's statement is aimed at 
justifying the U.S. military presence in the Gulf and at 
encouraging the sale of more arms to countries in the 
region," Foreign Ministry spokesman Mahmoud Moham- 
madi said. Admiral Scot Redd, commander of the U.S. 
Fifth Fleerbased in the Gulf, said in an interview published ' 
Sunday that Iran had tripled its air and naval presence in 
the re^on in the past 16 months. “Iran now poWs a threat 
to natation and aircraft flying over the Gulf," the main 
sea passage of world oil supplies, Adm. Redd told the 
United Arab Emirates daily Al Ittihad. He said he had 
reported to the U.S. government his concern over Iran’s 
ability to block the nanxiw Hormuz Straits, the only 
gateway to the Gulf through which nearly one-fifth of the 
world's oil exports p^. But Mr. Mohammadi, quoted by 
the Iranian press, said: “Iran wants peace and stability in 
the region, and kept the Hormuz Straits open under the 
worst conditions during the Iran-Iraq war" from 1980 to 
1988. 


Russia expels Israeli diplomat 


TEL AVTV (R) — Russia has ordered out an Israeli 
diplomat whom it accused of actions not in line with 
diplomatic norms, Israel's Foreign Ministry said on Tues- 
day. “The government of Russia requested the return (to 
Israel) of an Israeli diplomat serving in the Israeli emba^ 
in Moscow," Foreign Ministry spokesman Ygal Palmor 
told Reuters. “In the opinion of the Russians the diplomat 
operated not according to acceptable diplomatic norms," 
he said. “He was not declared persona non grata." Mr. 
Palmor refused to give the name or rank of the diplomat. 
He said the diplomat’s term in Russia was to have ended in 
the coming summer. He gave no other details. 


Arafat wants 1,200 fighters to move to Gaza 


BEIRUT (R) — The Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA) wants to move 1,200 Palestinian fighters from 
Lebanon to self-rule areas, Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat said in remarks published on Tuesday. “Cod 
willing, we v.iil agree with our brothers in Lebanon on the 
transfer ot part of our military brothers from South 
Lebanon," Mr. Arafat told the London-based Lebanese 
daily Al Hayat. “Until now. Israel has agreed on the 
transfer of 300, and we have presented 1.200 names," Mr. 
Arafat replied when asked how many fighters would move 
to the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. Mr. Arafat's main 
guerrilla faction Fateh has the largest guerrilla following in 
12 refugee camps in Lebanon. 


Fundraisers apologise for using Amir photo 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — U.S. fundraisers for Israel's Bar Ilan 
university apologised in parliament Tuesday for using a 
picture of Yigal Amir, confessed assassin of nime Minister 
S'itzhak Rabin, in a brochure for the school. “We wish to 
apologise for the pain and embarrassment we have caused 
to Bar Ilan University (...) to all the citizens of Israel and to 
Jews throughout the world," Jane Stem Lebell and Melvin 
Stein said in a statement read before the Knesset education 
committee. The two, leaders of the American Friends of 
Bar Ilan, took responsibility for publication of Amir's 
picture in a brochure handed out late last month at a New 
York City fundraising dinner. 


Two feared dead in Finnish blast 


LAHTI, Hnland (R) — A 20-year old man was killed and a 
second person feared dead when a blast from a suspected 
bomb ripped through apartments in this southwest Rnland 
town on Tuesday, police said. Police knew of only one 
death but thought it “highly likely" two people may have 
died in the blast, which shattered the apartment block’s 
windows and blew away the wall of the dead man’s first 
floor apartment. “The damage in the apartment is such that 
it is not possible to assess whether there are one or more 
victims," a police spokesman said at the town. 100 
kilometres north of Helsinki. Police said they suspected 
“Quite a large amount of explosives” had been used in the 
blast. 


Lebanese army fires at Israeli warplanes 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Lebanese army troops opened fire at 
Israeli warplanes flying low over the capital, without hitting 
their targets, military officials said Tuesday. The troops 
fired anti-aircraft guns from Baabda. near the defence 
ministry and overlooking Beirut, on Monday night. 
Lebanese purity services, meanwhile, said the number of 
anti-Israeli attacks in the south of fhe country during 
January was the lowest monthly total for more than a vear. 
There were no Israeli casualties in the 50 anacks on an 
Israeli-occupied border zone, compared lo a monthly 
average of 85 attacks last year. The numbers have fallen 
since Israel and Syria, the main power-broker in Lebanon, 
resumed U.S.-brokered peace talks in December. U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren Christopher was Tuesday in 
Damascus on his latest peace mission. 


PLO decides to draw up a 
new charter as compromise 


AL ARJSH, Egypt (Agen- 
cies) — The Palestine Lilwra- 
tion Organisation (PLO) de- 
cided Tuesday to draw up a 
new Palestinian charter 
rather than meet Israel's de- 
mands to amend its 1968 
covenant and drop calls for 
the destruction of the Jewish 
state. 

The new charter will be 
based on the creation of an 
independent Palestinian state 
vvith East Jerusalem as its 
capital at the same time as 
recognising Israel, spokes- 
man Yasser Abed Rabbo said 
at the end of a two-day meet- 
ing of the PLO Executive 
Committee. 

“We discussed drawing up 
a* new charter in the light of 
the new political realities 
rather than support Israel's 
demands.” Abed Rabbo 
said. 

“This new charter will be 
based on the creation of an 
independent Palestinian state 
with Jerusalem as its capital, 
an Israeli withdrawal from all 
of the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, the dismantling of 
(Jewish) settlements and the 
demarcation of the borders" 
between Israel and a ftiture 
Palestinian state, he added. 

Israel has threatened to 
halt the peace process if the 
PLO did not scrap articles 
referring to the destruction of 


the Jewish state in the ex- 
isting Palestinian charter. 

Israeli Deputy Foreign 
Minister Eli Dayan on Sun- 
day turned down the idea of a 
new charter. 

"Israel's stand is that 
(President Yasser) Arafat 
must revoke the relevant arti- 
cles referring to the destruc- 
tion of Israel and not simply 
write a new charter," he said. 

But some PLO members at 
the meeting in Egypt's Sinai 
desert town of Al Arish 
argued that the organisation 
should not give in to the 
Israeli demands without; 
securing anything in return. 

A PLO offidal suggested 
the Palestine National Coun- 
cil (PNC) would meet within 
two months, and another 
offidal said the PLO in- 
tended to keep its pledge. 

Mr. Arafot promised dur- 
ing the Israel-PLO peace 
talks that he would amend 
the PLO charter by spring. 
Israel has threatened to halt 
troop ;^libacks and delay 
negotiations in May on a final 
peace* settlement unless Mr. 
Arafat follows through with 
the promise. 

“We discussed that we 
have pledges concerning the 
covenant and we are ^ing to 
fulfill these pledges.” 
Mahmoud Abbas, a commit- 
tee member, said after the 


meeting. 

The committee members 
met for a second time Tues- 
day. After the first meeting 
ended earlier in the morning, 
officials said they did not 
expect to set a date for the 
PNC meeting until, after 
Ramadan, which ends Feb. 
20. 

Mr. Abed Rabbo, the 
Palestinian information 
minister, suggested the meet- 
ing would take place within 
two months. 

To amend the charter, Mr. 
Arafat needs a two-thirds 
vote of the council, which 
must be convened by the 
Executive Comminee. 

Just 11 of the executive 
committee's 18 members ar- 
rived in Al Arish, a seaside 
city in Egypt’s Sinai peninsu- 

for the meeting. Five com- 
mittee members have res- 
igned to protest the peace 
talks with Israel, one was 
sick, and Farouk Kaddoumi, 
who serves as the ^lesti- 
nians' foreign minister, did 
not anend. 

The committee, which 
meets whenever Mr. Arafat 
convenes it, has been over- 
shadowed by the Palestinian 
leadership in the West Bank 
and Gaza. But many of its 
members are prominent, and 


(Continned on 7) 


Bahrain tightens security 
at electricity installations 


MANAMA (AFP) — 
Bahraini authorities have 
stepp^ up security around 
electrical installations after 
88 of them were attacked in a 
wave of political unrest, the 
Gulf Daily News reported on 
Tuesday. 

Rioters this year have des- 
troyed eight sub-stations each 
costii^ 10.000 dinars 
(S37.000) and each serving up 
to 200 people, the English- 
language daily said. Eighty 
other installations were also 
damaged. 

. Electricity and Water 
Minister Abdullah Juma told 
the paper that rioters also set 
fire to street-lighting units, 
damaged poles, overhead 
lines and electric conductors. 

It took three days to repair 
major damage and minor 
damage was fixed the same 
day. he said. 

“We are protecting sub- 
stations in some areas by 
erecting concrete blocks and 
steel doors," the minister 
said. There are a total of 
2.(XX) sub-stations in Bahrain. 

The worst political vio- 
lence since Bahrain became 
independent in 1971 broke 
out after the arrest on De- 
cember 5. 1994 of a Shiite 
cleric who demanded the res- 
toration of parliament which 
was suspended in 1975. 

At least 13 people were' 
killed in clashes between 


mainly Shiite protesters and 
the Sunni-led authorities 
from December 1994 to April 
1995. 

Bahrain on Tuesday ac- 
cused Qatar's semi-official 
newspapers of distorting the 
facts about the unrest 

Reports and comments in 
Al Watan. Al Rayah and 
other newspapers “are dis- 
torted facts.” Bahrain's 
ministerof cabinet affairs and 
information. Mohammad Ai 
Muiawa, said. 

Such coverage . upsets 
Bahrainis and is "harmful to 
the special relationship be- 
tween the brotherly peoples 
of Qatar and Bahrain." Mr. 
Mutawa said in a statement. 

“1 am fully confident that 
the Qatari people are not 
supporting such (media) cam- 
paigns." he said, adding that 
Bahrain would not engage in 
“media rows at the pr^nt 
lime." 

Al Watan last week called 
on the Bahraini authorities to 
release political prisoners to 
restore confidence in the ' 
trouble-hit Gulf island state. 

Relations between Qatar 
and Bahrain, already strained 
by a territorial dispute, 
soured further last month 
when the Qatari media car- 
ried interviews with Bahraini 
Shiite Muslim opposition 
leaders living in exile in Bri- 
tain, who condemned “rep- 
ression" in their country. 


Algerian press lambasts 
curb on reporting unrest 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Inde- 
pendent newspapers in 
Algeria, gripped by an ^^su^ 
rection by armed IslamiC' ex- 
tremists, on Tuesday de- 
nounced an order by author- 
ities that they abide by gov- 
ernment orders in reporting 
"terrorism." 

Al Watan charged it was “a 
return to press blackout." 
while Liberty carried the 
headline: “Silence over the 
massacres." 

Referring to the date of 
presidential elections, Al 
Khabar claimed the order 
was “the return tb the situa- 
tion before Nov. 16." 

“The press is strongly in- 
vited to be reserved." added 
the Tribune. 

“Publications are obliged 
to stick to laconic statements 
for the official agency APS, 
which report the number of 
terrorists struck down by 
security forces, but, drawing 
a curtain on the thousands of 
deaths, often omit the bomb 
attacks, the civilian assassina- 
tions and the spectacular op- 
erations of armed groups, 
which are nonetheless diffi- 
cult to hide," wrote the Tri- 
bune. 

An Arabic language daily 
Al Khabar summed up the 
feeling with a front-page 
caricature, based on the three 
wise monkeys and portraying 
a journalist with his ears muf- 


fled, his hand in from of his 
mouth, and a banner over his 
eyes with the words “Alge- 
rian journalist." 

in a statement in Paris, 
international organisation 
Reporters Sans Frontiers 
(RS^ also condemn^ the 
Ministry of Interior's “cen- 
sure" on information linked 
to Islamic groups. 

It called on President 
Liamine Zeroual to lift the 
"measures hindering the 
right to information" and "in 
particular" the ministerial de- 
cree of June 1994 concerning 
the treatment of “security" 
information. 

RSF added that, since the 
enforcement of the 19^ de- 
cree, at least 19 newspapers 
have been possessed or sus- 
pended, and 50 journalists 
have been assassinated in 
killing attributed to anned 
Islamic groups. 

On Monday, the Algerian 
government told newspapers 
to obey a decree stipulating 
that the information they 
publish on its battle with Isla- 
mic fundamentalist rebels 
must come from government 
sources. 

In a statement issued to 
newspaper publishers, the In- 
terior Ministry warned that 
violations of this rule will be 
met with “strict application 
of the law." It did not elabo- 
rate. 


Serbs suspend all contacts 
with Bosnia in prisoner row 


BELGRADE (Agencies) — 
Bosnian Serb l^ders said on 
Tuesday they had suspended 
contacts with Muslim-Croat 
authorities and would no lon- 
ger attend meetings on fed- 
eration territory until cap- 
tured Serb officers were re- 
leased. 

“We have decided to stop 
negotiations and not to go to 
the Muslim part any longer 
until we get the... Serbs re- 
leased." Dragan Bozanic, 
“information minister" for 
the Bosnian Serbs, said by 
telephone from Pale, outside 
Sarajevo. 

Separatist Serb leaders 
announced the decision after 
the Muslim-led government 
revealed it had arrested two 
Serb army officers and sever- 
al other men for investiga- 
tions of war crimes. 

Mr. Bozanic said Bosnian 
Serb representatives would 
no longer travel to the 
government-held city centre 
for talks on Dayton peace 
accord and demanded future 
meetings be held on “neut- 
ral" ground. 

He called on the NATO- 
led peace Implementation 
Force (IFOR) to secure the 
release of the men, who in- 
clude General Djordje 
Djukic and Colonel Aleksa 
Krsmanovic. 

The Serbs say the two men 


were seized on their way to 
talks witii NATO comman- 
ders and their arrest repre- 
sented a gross violation of the 
Dayton deal. 

The Serb news agency, 
SRNA accused the IFOR of 
"not reac^ng to warnings by 
the Seit republic that the 
incorrect attitude of the Mus- 
lim authorities' • risked ' en-’ 
dailjgering implementation of 
the Bosnia peace accord." 

Under the Dayton accords 
for Bosnia, the country is 
split between a Croat-Muslim 
f^eration and a Serb repub- 
lic, with a weak central gov- 
ernment for the overall re- 
public of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. 

IFOR and the Bosnian 
government have only 
spoken of eight detainees, 
the men having been arrested 
in three separate incidents in 
government controlled terri- 
tory between Jan. 20 and 
Feb. 2. 

Three of the Serb soldiers 
are to be released but five 
others, including the general 
and colonel, will remain in 
custody, Bosnia state security 
chief Bakir Alispahic said. 

Gen. Djukic. Col. Krsma- 
novic and their driver 
Radenko Todorovic were 
arrested on Jan. 30 when 
Bosnian police went on alert 
on a tip-off that they were on 


government territory. 

“We have evidence that 
these persons were involved 
in war crimes against civi- 
lians. even in the Sarajevo 
area." Mr. Alispahic said. 

Gen. Djukic and Coi. 
'Krsmanovic will be investi- 
gated by Bosnian judicial au- 
thorities and investigators 
from the Hague-based Inter- 
national Criminal Tribunal 
for the former Yugoslavia 
(ICT), Mr. Alispahic said. 

Under the Dayton peace 
agreement, the foaions can 
arrest war-crime suspects but 
charges must be submitted to 
the ICT for approval. 

Mr. Alispahic said the driv- 
er and two other soldiers 
would be released “soon." 

The two, Mico Dosenovic 
and Milan Bogunovic, were 
in fact witnesses to the inves- 
tigations of the five that will 
be kept in custody and would 
“most probably be released 
very soon," the security chief 


said. 


Another group of three 
soldiers of the Bosnian Serb 
army were arrested after 
police at a routine traffic 
control found in their vehicle 
"j6uns, hand-grenades and 
significnat amounts of 
ammunition." Mr. Alispahic 
added. 


Netanyahu recognises ^facts’ — but not Arafat 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israel’s right-wing opposition 
leader, lag^ng badly in the 
polls with elections 
approaching, has said that as 
prime minister he would not 
try to undo Palestinian auton- 
omy in the West Bank and 
Gaza. 

In a bid to soften his hard- 
line image. Likud party head 
Benjamin Netanyahu con- 
ceded that the current i>ov- 
ernment's agreerx- .is with 
the Palestine i.iberation 
Organisatir . (PLO) have 
"creareu facts on the 
ground." 

“I can’t ignore reality." 
Mr. Netanyahu said during a 
90-minute interview on 
Israel's Channel 2 TV' seen as 
the opening salvo in the 
opposition leader'> cam- 
paign. If elected, he said, 
"wc will work within the real- 
ity. We will not change what 
exists." 

At the same time. Mr. 
Netanvahu would not aeree 


to meetings with Yasser Ara- 
fat. who led the Palestinians 
towards recognition of Israel 
and shared the 1994 Nobel 
Peace Prize with Israel's lead- 
ers. 

“1 will not meet with Yas- 
ser Arafat," he said, compar- 
ing the Palestinian leader to 
Kurt Waldheim, who was 
snubbed by Israel as Au- 
stria’s president because of 
revelations about his activities 
with the German army during 
World War 11. 

When pressed. Mr. 
Netanyahu said representa- 
tives of his government could 
meet with Mr. Arafat and the 
other Palestinian leaders, but 
only they did more to con- 
vince him they no longer seek 
Israel'.^ elimination and acted 
more forcefully against mili- 
tants. 

"As prime minister 1 will 
make sure my i:i)vernmcnt 
has contacLs will the Palesti- 
nian National Authority 
(PNA) on condition they 


prove to us they have aban- 
doned their intention to des- 
troy Israel," he said. 

Pressed to explain how he 
would maintain contact with 
the PNA while refusing to 
meet its head. Mr. Netany- 
ahu said: 

“1 won't meet that man but 
representatives of the gov- 
ernment of Israel will meet 
representatives of the author- 
ity. We will assign the 
appropriate level. This is 
totally acceptable." 

Mr. Netanyahu was asked 
about a 1993 sex scandal in 
which Mr. Netanyahu went 
on television to say he had an 
extra-marital affair and was 
being blackmailed for it. 

“I think that was an unfor- 
tunate incident that is over 
now, I regret the incident 
itself because it deeply hurt 
what Is dear to me. my rela- 
tions with my wife, my fami- 
ly. I have deep regrets." 

Mr. Nciunyuhu took centre 
stage on Monday after cut- 


ting a deal between his hard- 
line Likud and the ultra- 
nationalist Tsomet party to 
field a joint list of parliamen- 
tary candidates in elections. 

’Tsomet leader Rafael “Ra- 
ful" Eitan — a former army 
chief who once publicly com- 
pared Arabs to cockroaches 
— agreed to drop his plan to 
run for prime minister in 
return for the number two 
position on the' Likud- 
Tsomet list. 

Mr. Peres told reciters he 
did not feel threatened by the 
new force. 

"Labour has a (peace) 
plan. This merger might have 
brought two (parties) 
together but it did not aeate 
a plan. Voters will have to 
choose between Labour's plan 
and the jack of a plan's which 
is the Likud's speciality." he 
said. 

Mr. Netanyahu said a fu- 
ture Likud government, 
would shut down PLO offices 
in Jerusalem and repel 


NEW YORK (R) — A 
courtroom battle began 
Monday pitting actress 
Joan CoUins against pub- 
lishing giant Random 
House, wBcb is demand- 
ing a $ 1.2 million tefbod 
for a manuscript it said was 
unfinisbed and ut^ublisb- 
able. Random House is 
suing Collins, 62, to recov- 
er the $ 1.2 advance she got 
on a two-book contract 
the company claims she 
breached. Collins, the 
British actress best known ' 
for playing tbe scheming 
Alexis Carrington oa the 
popular television series 
Dynasty, is fighting back. 
She has counter-sued for 
$3.6 milli on she claims tbe 
publishing house stiU owes 
her. According to court 
papers. Random House 
editor Joni Evans decided 
Collins' manuscript was 
incomplete, needed amajor 
overhaul and required a lot 
of rewriting. But Collins'' 
lawyer^ t^nnetb David, 
Burrows, said under die. 
1990 book deal negotiated 
by the late Hollywood' 
superagem Irving "Swifty". 
Lazur, the actress was guar- 
anteed tbe money even if 
tbe book was rejected by 
the publisher. CoUins said 
she delivered two and a- 
third usable manuscripts 
and an outline on time, 
according to court papers. 
Lawyers for both sides said 
they planned to call pub- 
list^g experts to testify as 
to what constitutes a com- 
pleted manuscript. Jury 
selection began Monday in 
state Supreme Court iu 
Manhattan. Collins, who 
arrived in New York fiom 
Londem over the weelkend, 
was ei^i^ted to appear 
once the six-member panel ' 
is chosen. Her sister is 
best-selling novelist Jadde 
CoUins. 
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Dozens of 3. 
Koreans collapse 
In public bath 
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SEOUL (AFP) — More 
than 50 people coUtqised in 
a public bath and. were 
admitted to hospitals in the 
southern South Korean 
port city of Pusan after 
complaining of a pungent 
odor from the bath water, 
police said Tuesday. Some 
52 men and women taking 
separate hot tub baths in 
the (2bun^a Public Badis 
around noon Sunday, 
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passed out when tbe water — ' ^ 

suddenly acquired a' 
strange and strong” odor, 

Pusan Prefectural police 
quoted the victims as say- 
ing. Police were testing --.u;q 5 v, 
samples of the water to 
ascerudn the canse, a 
police spokesman — . . 
AFP. adding that “acciden- • /•H'.i.'ier u-.^ 
tal or intentional” chemical 
leakage was highly possU-- 
ble. AU of the victims, who 
were hospitalised for one „ 
or two days, have rebimed 
home, the police said. 
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Bamboo shortage 
hits Beijing 
pandas„ 
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Palestinian demand to ex- 
pand their autonomous zones 
or upgrade them to full state- 
hood. 


BEIJING (AFP)— Beijing 
Zoo s 14 giant pandas are 
seriously ill because of ■-* ' 
insufficient supplies of 
buiTiboo shoots, their 
favourite food, the Xinhua 
News Agency reported 
Monday. A panda an 
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“They (the Palestinians) I average of 10 kilogrami^ W* 
ill run their own lives," he • (22 pounds) of fresh bam- ©•! 

lid. “(But) we must not . boo shoots daily and the 


will 
said 

allow this entity to approach 
the dimensions of a state." 


any 


Mr. Netanyahu told Chan- 
nel 2 that he could achieve 
peace with the Palestinians 
and other Arabs while slick- 
ing to hardline positions. 

“1 have experience' in talks 
with the Arabs,” said Mr 
Netanyahu, who has served 
as Israel's United Nations 
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